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INVESTIGATION AT. CASTLE WELL AN. 



I.— Letter from Mr. Eedington to Mr. Berwick, Q.C. 



Dublin Castle, 27th July, 1849. 

Sm— I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you that his Excel- 
lency has been pleased to appoint you to hold an inquiry, at Castlewellan, into all 
t [J e circumstances connected with the processions and affray at Dolly’s Brae on 
the 12th instant. His Excellency’s warrant is herewith enclosed, as are also 
copies of the reports of the resident magistrates ; and the Inspector-General of 
Constabulary has been requested to send you copies of all the police reports 
relating to these occurrences. 

His Excellency requests that you will proceed at once to Castlewellan. 



Walter Berwick, Esq., Q.C. 



I am, &c., 

(Signed) T. N. Redington. 



II. — Warrant. 

By the Lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Ireland. 

Clarendon. 

We do hereby authorize and direct you, Walter Berwick, Esquire, one of 
Her Majesty’s Counsel at Law, to hold a Court of Inquiry at Castlewellan, in 
the County of Down, on Monday, the 30th day of July instant, and following 
days; to investigate all matters connected with the occurrences which took 
place on the 12th July, 1849, in the district of Castlewellan and its vicinity, on 
the occasion of an Orange procession — the entire proceedings on that day of 'the 
parties who formed that assemblage, as well as of those who congregated to 
oppose them ; the circumstances of the fatal affray which took place at Dolly’s 
Brae, and the outrages on persons and property perpetrated in the district afore- 
said and its. vicinity. And generally to cause effectual steps to be taken for 
bringing to justice the parties engaged in that affray, or concerned in the crimes 
committed on that occasion ; and for so doing this shall be your Warrant. 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, the 27th Day of July, 1849. 

By his Excellency’s command, 

T. N. Redington. 



III. — Mr. Berwick’s Report. 

5, Upper Merrion-street, September 22, 1849. 

My Lord— In pursuance of your Excellency’s instructions of the 27th July 
ultimo, directing me to hold a Court of Inquiry at Castlewellan in the county of 
Down, “ to investigate all matters connected with the occurrences which took 
place on the 12th July, in. the district of Castlewellan, on the occasion of an 
Orange procession ; the entire proceedings on that day of the parties who formed 
that assemblage, as well as of those who congregated to oppose them ; the 
circumstances of the fatal affray which took place at Dolly’s Brae, and the outrages 
on person and property perpetrated in the district and its vicinity ; and generally 
to cause effectual steps to be taken for bringing to justice the parties engaged in, 
that affray, or concerned in the crimes committed on that occasion I proceeded 
to the neighbourhood, and opened the Court of Inquiry at Castlewellan on. 
Monday the 30th July, and continued to hold an open court in that town from 
day to day during the whole of that week, and to hear the evidence, on oath, of 
every person who was produced to me, or was considered capable of affording 
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any information on the subject of the inquiry, until I had ascertained that there 
were then no further witnesses to be examined, or evidence to be offered. 

I was then about to close the inquiry, when a protest was placed in my hands 
by the attorney who appeared for the relatives of the deceased, setting forth 
certain reasons to induce me to grant an adjournment of the investigation, 
instead of closing it altogether. This document stated in substance, that justice 
would be defeated if I did not accede to the application, and was verified by 
affidavit. 

Although impressed with the idea that after the lengthened inquiry which had 
taken place, and the evidence I had heard, I was sufficiently acquainted with the 
facts of the case to report thereon to your Excellency, yet conceiving that I 
should act more in conformity with your Excellency’s instructions, and better 
satisfy the public mind, by giving every opportunity required for the most 
searching inquiry into every matter connected with this case, I yielded to the 
application, and adjourned the court to a future day ; and .in the meantime I 
directed steps to be taken to ascertain the persons who took part in the outrages 
of the 12th July, for the purpose of making them amenable to justice. I 
re-opened the investigation, after full notice to all parties, on the 18th September, 
instant, and having heard all the evidence then adduced, I finally closed the 
inquiry on the same day. 

I herewith furnish your Excellency with a copy of the notes of the evidence 
taken before me in the course of the inquiry, which I believe to contain all the 
material evidence on the case. 

Conceiving, however, that I should not adequately discharge the duty reposed 
in me by a mere copy of the voluminous and undigested notes of the evidence 
taken before me, I have thought it right to annex a connected statement of the 
facts of the case, arranged in such a manner as to explain the causes which led 
to this unfortunate collision, and the conduct of the different parties who took 
part in the proceedings connected therewith ; and I have added some observations 
which the circumstances of the case appear to me to require. 

It appears that for a great number of years animosities existed, and collisions 
occurred, between the Orange party and the Roman Catholics of the county of 
Down, caused, to a considerable extent, by the recurrence of party processions 
at stated periods in each year ; and that organizations of the Catholic party were 
entered into for the purpose, as alleged, of resisting the Orange demonstrations, 
of defending themselves from violences resulting therefrom, and of making 
counter demonstrations of their own. 

The 12tli of July was the principal obnoxious anniversary celebrated by the 
Orange party, being the anniversary of the battle of Aughrim. 

The rancorous feeling thus engendered appears to have greatly subsided after 
the temporary dissolution of the Orange society, and more particularly since the 
passing of the act against party processions ; and the antagonist confederacies, 
which appear to have been called Riband societies, declined proportionally. 

In the year 1845, however, the act against party processions expired, and the 
Orange institution appears to have been, in consequence, re-organized ; and in 
the. early part of the year 1848, that body having determined to make a show of 
their strength, partly, at least, as a counter demonstration to the revolutionary 
party then formed in some other parts of Ireland, it was decided by their 
leaders, that they should renew the custom of marching in armed procession 
on the 12th July in that year. 

It appears that about thirty years ago, in one of the various collisions which 
took place between the Orange and Roman Catholic parties in the county of 
Down, some outrage was alleged to have been committed at a small mountain 
pass or defile in the neighbourhood of Castlewellan, called Dolly’s Brae ; and that 
it has ever since been considered, by the lower class of Roman Catholics of that 
district, a point of honour not to allow the Orange processions to pass that way, 
the district immediately contiguous being almost exclusively inhabited by Roman 
Catholics; and, as far as I could learn, no Orange procession, previous to last, 
July, has ever since passed thereby. 

This pass is situate on the old road leading from Ballyward to Castlewellan, 
about three miles from Ballyward, and two from Castlewellan. This old road is- 
very bad and hilly, and in proceeding thereby from Ballyward a sharp ascent 
crosses a small ridge, immediately covered on the right hand by the hill of 
Magheramayo ; after passing which, a tolerably flat piece of road, of about a mile 
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in length, leads to the steep ascent and difficult pass of Dolly’s Brae. A new road 
was made, some years past, to avoid these defiles, which, diverging from the old 
road on the right before it reaches Magheramayo, proceeds by a southerly 
direction round that hill, and, avoiding Dolly’s Brae, joins the old road again close 
to the town of Castlewellan ; this is a comparatively good, level road, though 
about half a mile more circuitous. 

Before the Orange procession of July, 1848, a rumour having arisen that it 
would march by the old road, informations were laid before Mr. Francis Beers, 
who resides at Bally ward, and is a member of the Orange body, and a magistrate 
of the county, stating the damage likely to arise to the public peace from such a 
procession : and Mr. William Beers, his brother, who is also a magistrate of the 
county, and district grand master of the Orangemen, waited on Mr. Morgan, the 
Roman Catholic clergyman of the parish in which Dolly’s Brae is situate, and 
requested his co-operation on the 12th July to hinder any collision, and prevent 
a breach of the peace ; and Mr. Morgan, having ascertained that the Orangemen 
had agreed to march by the new road on their way from Bally ward to 
Castlewellan, thus avoiding the disputed pass of Dolly’s Brae, at once assured 
Mr. Beers that he could, in consequence, more certainly promise that no 
interruption would be given by the Roman Catholic party. 

The Orange party did march in armed processiou, on the 12th July, 1848, by 
the new road, and no unpleasant consequences occurred, although considerable 
bodies of the Roman Catholic party appear to have assembled in the neighbour- 
hood of Dolly’s Brae to watch their proceedings. 

Unfortunately however, after the procession had ended, some stragglers from 
the Orange party committed some acts of violence, and fired shots in the evening 
on their way home in the neighbourhood of Mr. Morgan’s house, the balls from 
two of which came so close to that gentleman that he -was of opinion that they 
were fired at him, and his parishioners were in consequence much exasperated. 

Unfortunately also the forbearance shown by the Orange party in not marching 
by the old road was claimed as a triumph by the Riband party, and very gross 
and insulting songs were printed, and sung publicly in the market towns to 
celebrate this victory. One of these songs was called the “ Dolly’s Brae song.” 
This naturally exasperated the Orange party, and lessened considerably the 
power of the more temperate of their leaders, and, I have no doubt, led to the 
resolution which was afterwards carried into fatal effect, of marching in the next 
year in spite of opposition through the disputed pass. 

Several other circumstances occurred subsequently to increase the bitter feelings 
thus engendered between those parties, and to render a collision the more inevi- 
table. In the month of February last, in a fight between some members of the 
Orange and Riband parties, au Orangeman was wounded, and having died of 
the injuries received, the Orange party, who attended with arms at his funeral 
in large numbers, retaliated on the Roman Catholics by wrecking the houses of 
several. Other party outrages subsequently occurred, and matters thus stood 
when the determination was again taken by the Orange party to march in armed 
procession on the 12th July, 1849 ; and it was publicly announced by Mr. Wil- 
liam Beers, that the procession would pass from Ballyward to Castlewellan by 
the old road, which, as already mentioned, leads through Dolly’s Brae. When 
this announcement was made public the dread of a collision became so great, 
that Mr. Thomas Scott, one of the local magistrates, waited on Mr. Redington, 
in Dublin Castle, and informed him that the Orangemen intended to march on 
the 12th July; that he feared a riot would take place, and requested of him to 
send down a stipendiary magistrate, and an additional force to assist in keeping 
the peace. Mr. Hill, the sub-inspector of police, being also alarmed, made a- 
similar communication through the county inspector to the Inspector-general, in 
which he informed him that he had heard the Roman Catholics would oppose 
the line of march of the procession through a particular district, and also 
requested a police force to be sent to keep the peace ; and in pursuance of their 
request, two experienced stipendiary magistrates, Messrs. Tabuteau and Fitz- 
maurice, were sent down to Rathfriland and Castlewellan on the 10th J ulv, 
with directions to place themselves in communication with the local magistrates 
for the purpose of preserving the public peace. An additional body of forty-five 
police was also sent down to the district, to co-operate with them, together with 
detachments from the Enniskillen and 13tk Light Dragoons, and forty-five men 
of the 9th Foot, with their officers. 
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The stipendiary magistrates placed themselves on their arrival immediately in 
communication with the local magistrates, and so far as I could ascertain they 
had not any difference of opinion as to the course they should pursue. 

On the 10th July Mr. George Shaw, one of the magistrates of Castle wellan 
district, received through the post an anonymous letter appearing to come from 
the Riband party, challenging the magistrates, police, and soldiers to meet 
them at Dolly’s Brae ; bidding defiance to them and her Majesty’s authority, and 
informing him that it was the last ] 2th the Orangemen should ever walk through 
the country. This letter was shown to some of the other magistrates ; and 
although Mr. Shaw informed Mr. Tabuteau that it did not cause in his mind 
the least alarm, and expressed his surprise to that gentleman that he or the 
military should have been sent there at all ; yet, a copy of this letter was trans- 
mitted on the 11th July by Mr. Shaw to Lord Roden, in whose demesne it was 



understood the Orangemen were to hold their meeting on the next day by liis 
lordship’s permission; and on the same day Mr. Tabuteau proceeded to Lord 
Roden’s residence at Tollymore Park, about two miles beyond Castlewellan, 
to communicate on the subject with his lordship, he being then a deputy-lieu- 
tenant and magistrate of the county, and also deputy-grand master of the 
Orangemen of Ireland. 

It appears that Lord Roden had at first declined to receive the Orange body 
in his demesne, in consequence of his age and the illness of a member of his 
family ; but afterwards acceded to then - request, on the idea that they would be 
safer in his demesne than in a field at Castlewellan, where he was told they 
otherwise would be obliged to meet. 

Mr. Tabuteau saw Lord Roden on that occasion, and informed his lordship 
that if the Orangemen attempted on their march the next day to pass Dolly’s Brae, 
he feared a collision would take place, and that he therefore had himself resolved 
to take up a position and remain the next day at that pass. 

Most extraordinarily and unfortunately, notwithstanding what had transpired, 
no informations were laid before any magistrate, nor was any step taken to put 
a stop to the procession, or to warn the parties who were preparing to join 
. therein of the illegality of their conduct, and of the consequences which might 
result therefrom, or even to induce them to take a different road on their march ; 
although it was ascertained by Mr. Hill, that in the course of the night of the 
11th of July armed men, appearing to belong to the Riband party, had passed 
through Rathfriland in the direction of Dolly’s Brae. 

Early on the morning of the 12th Mr. Tabuteau, with two of the local magis- 
trates, proceeded from Castlewellan, attended by a body of police and a detach- 
ment of horse and foot, and took up their position on the commanding points of 
Dolly’s Brae ; and shortly after they had secured the pass, a large body of 300 or 
400 of the Riband party, irregularly armed with guns, pikes, pitchforks, and 
scythe blades fixed on sticks, many of whom appeared to have come from a dis- 
tance, were seen advancing along the road from the direction of Magheramayo 
Hill, evidently for the same purpose. This body appeared to be greatly discon- 
certed when they found they, had been anticipated ; and they took up a position 
m the low ground between Dolly’s Brae and Magheramayo, at a short distance 
from the road by which the Orangemen were expected to approach. About the 
time this was taking place, Mr. Fitzmaurice had arrived with Mr. Hill from 
Rathfriland, at Ballyward, the residence of Mr. Francis Beers. There they 
found the Orange party assembled in arms in his demesne in great numbers 
their place of rendezvous having been fixed at Ballyward church, from whence 
^eywere to proceed, through Mr. Beers’s demesne, on their road to Castlewellan. 
While they were still in his demesne it was discovered, by the help of a glass, 
that a considerable body of men, apparently armed, were assembling on the hill 
of Magheramayo, towards which the procession was to march ; and Mr. Fitz- 
maurice, being alarmed, requested of Mr. Francis Beers to use his influence with 
the Orange party to proceed by the new road, and not to attempt to pass the 
old road by Dolly s Brae. He was informed by Mr. Beers that he had not sufficient 
influence with them, and that no human power could hinder them from proceed- 
mg by the old road ; and no attempt was in fact made to alter their purpose. It 
was then arranged that a body of police, with Mr. Fitzmaurice, Mr. Francis 
Beers, and Mr. Hill, should take the lead of the procession, followed immediately 
by the dragoons; and thus, it was expected, that peace would be preserved by 
such an overpowering show of force. The procession accordingly advanced ; the 
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Orangemen marching with drums and banners, two by two ; about 300 or 400 of 
them armed with guns, some of which were mounted with bayonets ; a number 
of them were accompanied by their wives and daughters. On arriving at 
Magheramayo, it was found that the body which, had been posted there had dis- 
appeared, and they were shortly after seen in position, as I have before stated, on 
the left-hand side of the old road, between Magheramayo and Dolly’s Brae. Two 
Roman Catholic, clergymen, the Rev. Messrs. Mooney and Morgan, were engaged 
at .this time in dissuading this body, who called themselves the “ Threshers,” from 
using any violence, having been sent to them by the magistrates who were on 
Dolly’s Brae to caution them against breaking the peace; and as they then informed 
the magistrates, with whom they communicated, succeeded in getting a promise 
from this body that they would not fire the first shot. One of these gentlemen, 
the Rev. Mr. Morgan, appears to have administered his blessing to a number of 
this body on their knees, on the conditions that the peace should not be disturbed 
or the Orange party attacked — an act which, however well meant, and however 
difficult the task undertaken by that gentleman, yet, towards a body of ignorant 
men assembled on so lawless an enterprise, appears to me to have been highly 
injudicious. By the exertions, however, of these two gentlemen, the judicious 
arrangement of the police force, and the absence of all irritating demeanour on the 
part of the Orange body, who, in spite of the abusive language of a number of 
women assembled on the side of the road, marched past without offering any 
molestation, the procession passed through Dolly’s Brae, and from thence, by 
Castlewellan, to Lord Roden’s demesne. 

The magistrates who were then assembled on the hill all agreed that it would be 
most dangerous to allow the Orange party to come back by the same road, and 
it was arranged that Mr. Fitzmaurice should proceed to Lord Roden’s, and request 
his lordship’s interference to induce them to return by some other way. The Rev. 
Mr. Morgan, though still expressing his fears of a collision, appears to have 
doubted the utility of such an arrangement, as he said, “ since they had gone that 
road, they might as well come back the same way.” This he explained to have 
been said by him under the supposition, that if the police and magistrates remained 
where they were then posted, the chances of a collision would be less than if the 
Orange party were to proceed by any other road, where no such protection to the 
Roman Catholic population could be afforded. 

Mr. Fitzmaurice proceeded at once to Tollymore Park, where he saw the 
Orange body arrive and pass in procession with their arms and banners in front 
of Lord Roden’s mansion, where they were received by his lordship, decorated 
with an Orange scarf, and accompanied by the members of his family and some 
friends, several of whom wore Orange ribands and badges ; after which they pro- 
ceeded to a field belonging to his lordship, where a tent had been pitched, and a 
platform erected, and some provision made for their entertainment. Mr. Fitz- 
maurice was introduced to Lord Roden, and communicated to him the fact, that 
an armed body was posted in the neighbourhood of the old road, and his dread of 
a collision on the return of the Orangemen, and begged that his lordship would 
use his influence with the Orange party to return another way. He made the 
same communication to several of the apparent leaders of the Orange party. 
Lord Roden, in reply, informed him that he feared he had not himself sufficient 
influence to effect the object, but that he would speak to the party, and also to 
Mr. William Beers, on the subject. He did accordingly speak to Mr. William 
Beers, but having been informed by that gentleman, that if any change were 
made in the route a split might take place in the body, which would cause greater 
risk to the public peace, he was contented with this reason.; and, although he 
saw that the Orange lodges which came from Castlewellan and Ballyward were 
armed, while those which came from some other quarters were not so, he did not 
in the address which he delivered to the Orange body make any reference to this 
subject. It appears also that Mr. William Beers never did himself make the 
slightest attempt to influence the Orange body to go home by the new road, but, 
on the contrary, advised them to return by the same way by which they had come ; 
although he admitted, in his evidence before me, that it was possible the Orange 
body might have been induced to take his advice, if given, and go home by a 
different way. 

It appears that the armed Riband body which had collected in the morning 
continued, without interruption, in the position taken by them near the roadside, 
firing. shots, and showing by their conduct an evident disposition to fight, until a 
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short time before the return of the Orange party in the evening, when they pro- 
ceeded to the hill of Magheramayo,and took up a strong position, just above the road 
by which the procession must pass. No step was taken during the day to disperse 
this illegal body, nor was any attempt made to arrest their leaders. In explana- 
tion of this the magistrates informed me, that they thought it more prudent not 
then to attempt to disperse them, fearing that if they resisted, lives might be 
lost; and even if they did not, that they would divide into straggling bodies, and 
thus more easily provoke a collision with the Orangemen, where the police or 
troops would be unable to interpose. The two Roman Catholic clergymen 
appear to have exerted themselves without effect to induce this body to return 
to their homes, and in the course of the day some bread was supplied to them 
by the Rev. Mr. Morgan, to hinder them, as he alleged, from going into the 
public-houses and becoming intoxicated. This body appears to have consider- 
ably increased during the day by the addition of a number of the inhabitants of 
the immediate neighbourhood, some of whom appear to have joined them from 
curiosity, and some who shut up their houses and came there, as they alleged, for 
protection. 

In the evening the Orange party, having remained about two hours at Lord 
Roden’s, did return, and took the old road through Dolly’s Brae, and passed it in 
safety, and cheered after they passed. Nothing however occurred to excite 
alarm except the taunts of a number of women collected on the roadside, who 
told them “ they were prisoners, and would catch it before they passed Maghera- 
mayo Hill.” The Orange procession, some of whose members appear not to have 
been as peaceably conducted as in the morning, was preceded as before by a body 
of police, and the rere was also protected by another body of police, and by the 
dragoons. On arriving at the point of the road immediately under the brow of 
Magheramayo Hill, where the opposing force was strongly entrenched, the police 
who were in front drew up along the side of the road, and stopped to allow the 
Orange procession to march past, which they did without interruption. Unfor- 
tunately, after the whole body had passed forward, and while the police were in 
the act of forming again to follow them, a squib or blank shot was fired, but from 
which party I am unable to say : several trustworthy witnesses having stated 
their belief that it came from the rere of the Orange party, and others equally 
credible having stated that it came from a place on the hill, about half-way 
between tbe Riband party there posted and the road. Almost immediately after 
this occurrence two shots were fired ; and as contradictory evidence was offered to 
show from which party they came, I shall only say that the weight of the evidence 
appeared to me to favour the opinion, that they were fired by two of the Riband 
body, posted on the hill, at the Orange body. Immediately afterwards a volley was 
discharged from the main body on the hill, which appeared to have been indis- 
criminately directed at police, military, and Orangemen, and the firing from both 
sides then became general. It was then deemed necessary, and I think wisely, 
to dislodge the body posted, on the heights; and accordingly the police, under Mr. 
Hill, charged up to and gained the first entrenchment, firing as they ascended at 
the men who were placed behind it. Immediately after it was carried, the body 
there posted fled, and the police, who had fired in all only eighteen shots, ceased 
firing, and took a number of prisoners, among whom were five wounded. Several 
of the prisoners were found crouching, with arms beside them, behind the walls. 
In the meantime a body of about 100 or 200 of the Orange party had dashed up 
the hill transversely, towards the same quarter, firing shots at the retreating 
body on the hill, and the police were for some time in considerable danger, being 
placed between two fires ; they however threw themselves between the two par- 
ties as soon as they could, and stopped the advance of the Orange party, and in 
my opinion prevented a very great loss of life, which must have occurred if tho 
two parties had come to close quarters. While this was going on above, I lament 
to say that the work of retaliation both on life and property by the Orange party 
was proceeding lower down the hill, and along the side of the road, in a most 
brutal and wanton manner, reflecting the deepest disgrace on all by whom it was 
perpetrated or encouraged. One little boy, ten years old, was deliberately fired at and 
shot while running across a field. Mr.Fitzmaurice stopped a man in the act of firing 
at a girl who was rushing from.ber father’s house. An old woman of seventy was 
murdered, and the skull of an idiot was beaten in with the butts of their muskets. 
Another old woman was severely beaten in her house, while another, who was 
subsequently saved by the police, was much injured, and left in her house, which 
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had been set on fire. An inoffensive man was taken out of his house, dragged 
to his garden, and stabbed to death by three men with bayonets in the sight of 
some of his family. The Roman Catholic Chapel, the house of the Roman 
Catholic curate, and the National School-house, were fired into, and the win- 
dows broken, and a number of the surrounding houses of the Roman Catholic 
inhabitants were set on fire and burned, every article of furniture having been 
first wantonly destroyed therein ; and had it not been for the active interference 
of magistrates and the troops, much more loss of life and property would un- 
doubtedly have taken place. It was alleged by the Orange party that shots had 
been fired at them from the cover of some of these houses. By the exertions of 
the troops, the Orange body on the road and in the fields was, after some delay, 
pressed forward, and removed from the scene of action, but no prisoners were 
made of that party — a matter both of surprise and regret. 

Thus terminated the melancholy occurrences of the 12th of July. There is 
but one further fact, to which, as much importance appeared to be attached and 
public attention strongly directed, 1 think it right to refer. On the 19th July, 
seven days after this deplorable event, a public dinner was given by the Orange body 
of that district to Mr. William Beers, at which the High Sheriff of the county, 
who is himself the master of an Orange lodge, presided. Mr. William Beers 
was the magistrate who had, previous to the 12th of July, directed the hue of 
march which was taken by the Orange body on the morning of that day, and 
who had, after information of the risk incurred, directed them to return in the 
evening .by the same road. He was therefore in some degree answerable for the 
consequences which resulted from this ill-fated order. At this dinner Mr. Beers 
made a speech, which was publicly reported, and which was produced in evidence 
before me, and admitted by him to he correct, in which the occurrences of the 
12th of J uly previous were referred to in very unfeeling terms, expressive of exulta- 
tion at what had occurred, as a triumph achieved by the Orange body over an enemy 
deservedly punished. On this subject however it is right to state, that the dinner had 
been arranged and the invitations given, long previous to the 12th of July, and that 
the High Sheriff was the brother-iu-law of Mr. William Beers ; and Mr. William 
Beers in his examination assured me, that in what he said he never meant to con- 
vey the sentiments attributed to him, but, on the contrary, he felt regret for what 
had happened. Still, considering the recent calamity, the occurrence of this 
dinner at such a time, presided over by the High Sheriff, who is the officer by 
law appointed to select the panel of jurors before whom all parties charged with 
offences in that county must be tried, and accompanied by the utterance of such 
sentiments in his presence, must be lamented as highly tending to shake public 
confidence in the administration of justice, and to increase the exasperation which 
then existed. 

_ Before I close this report I think it my duty to make some observations rela- 
tive to the conduct of those, to whose care the protection of the public peace 'on 
that day -was intrusted, which appear to me necessary for your Excellency’s 
information, and useful to prevent the future recurrence of such calamitous and 
disgraceful proceedings. And with respect to the police engaged on that day, I 
have only to say, that, considering the circumstauees in which they were placed, 
they appear to have acted in the discharge of their duty with courage, coolness, 
and forbearance; and I conceive they were successful in preventing a great 
sacrifice of human life. But after the most anxious consideration which I can 
give to this case, believing, as I do, that the magistrates who took part in the 
transactions of that day could have adopted a line of conduct which would have 
prevented the outrages then perpetrated, and which the information they pos- 
sessed ought to have suggested to tlieir minds, I cannot avoid noticing the 
grievous error thus committed, where the consequences have been so formidable 
to the public peace. I entirely acquit them of any intentional disregard to the loss 
of life or property ; and I feel persuaded that from the time the conflict com- 
menced, all present were engaged and instrumental in preventing outrage, and 
protecting, to the best of their power, both parties from injury. But, iu all their 
previous proceedings, they appear to have acted under a great misunderstanding 
of the nature of their duties some of them to such an extent as actually to give 
countenance and protection to persons engaged in proceedings at variance with 
the law. 

It appears to me that no. principle of law is more plain, or ought to be better 
understood, than that which declares that all bodies or processions of men, 
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whether armed or unarmed, but more particularly if armed, who are assembled 
under such circumstances as are calculated to endanger the public peace, and to 
excite terror and alarm amongst her Majesty’s subjects, are thenceforth to be 
considered and treated by those assigned to keep the public peace, as illegal 
bodies, dangerous to the well-being of society, and therefore to be repressed, if 
necessary, by the strong arm of the law. And it is also an equally plain propo- 
sition in law, that any body of private persons combined, even for the most 
innocent and lawful object, who proceed in numbers to effect that object, with a 
determination to resist by force all who shall oppose them in their design, is 
dangerous to the public peace ; their acts become thenceforth illegal ; and all who 
lend their assistance or countenance to their proceedings, are abettors in, and 
answerable for, ail the resulting consequences. 

Now, without referring to the armed Riband body collected on that day, 
confessedly for a lawless purpose, and dangerous, in the last degree, to the public 
peace, and which ought, therefore, to have been dispersed, it is impossible not 
to say that, tested by either of those plain principles of law, particularly by tho 
latter, the Orange procession of the 12th July, 1849, assembled in numbers with 
display of arms, and an avowed determination to proceed through a Roman 
Catholic district by a particular road, where resistance was anticipated and a 
collision expected, and to carry their object, if necessary, by force, was an un- 
lawful assembly, and ought to have been discountenanced in the outset, warned 
of the consequences of such conduct, and, if necessary, prevented altogether ; 
certainly, at the very least, hindered from passing along the road where danger 
was apprehended. 

Strangely enough, however, these principles appear not to have been applied 
by the magistrates of that district to party processions at all, to which, in a popu- 
lation consisting of two contending bodies, whose prejudices and feelings are 
inflamed against each other from old recollections and religious differences, they 
appear peculiarly applicable. 

This is the more remarkable, because I find the law on this subject laid down 
in the printed opinion of the counsel to the Orange association, prefixed to their 
rules in 1845, in the following clear and emphatic terms: — “ Wherever numbers 
combine for the purpose of inducing an apprehension of an ultimate appeal to 
force, to attain their common object, they are at once guilty of unlawful con- 
federacy and indictable as conspirators.” And the law was subsequently promul- 
gated with great clearness by the Assistant Barrister of the county of l)own, at a 
quarter sessions holden a few days before the last 12tli July, and published in 
the leading county papers. 

The magistrates alleged, in their vindication, that armed party processions 
had been sanctioned by long usage, impliedly permitted when the Party Proces- 
sions Act and the Arms Act were allowed to expire, and never directly pro- 
claimed as illegal by any of the successive Governments of the country ; and they 
appear to have been impressed with, and to have acted on, the notion, that such 
processions, both of the Orange and Roman Catholic bodies, though attended by 
multitudes of armed men, ana other circumstances naturally calculated to create 
alarm for the public peace, were perfectly legal ; and that so long as they exerted 
themselves, by their presence and interference, to prevent an actual collision 
between the contending bodies, their duty was performed. The extent to which 
this misconception prevailed seems to me most strongly instanced by the fact, 
that on the 17th of March last, Mr. Francis Beers, though a magistrate and an 
Orangeman, actually attended, for the purpose of preserving the peace, as a magis- 
trate, with a body of police, to conduct in safety, through the dangerous part of 
their march an armed procession of 800 or 400 of the Riband party who 
paraded on their anniversary through the country on that day, and who 
actually fired shots in triumph over his own gate as they passed. And on the 
same day Lord Roden, though apprized that this illegal body were to march on 
that day in arms through a portion of the Protestant and Orange districts of the 
county, and therefore that the public peace was placed in imminent jeopardy, 
confined his exertions to proceeding to those ' districts, to use his influence with 
the Orangemen to keep them quiet, which, by his presence and interference, he 
appears to have done with effect ; and both he and Mr. F. Beers distinctly stated 
to me in their evidence, that they did not conceive that such processions, or the 
succeeding procession of the 12th July following, were illegal, or could be pre- 
vented. The result of this investigation, and of the proceedings consequent 
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thereon, will, I hope put an end to this delusion, from which such terrible con- 
haTe r f?.“ lt ? d i f kft. those who shall, for the future, encourage or 
permit armed multitudes of either party to march in procession, under such cir- 
a * " ere Retailed before me in this case, thereby affording an occasion 
foi practices only suited to a barbarous time and uncivilized people, can no longer 
plead ignorance of the law as an excuse for their conduct. ° 

the e0t * 0 , tb f s t 1 P en hi al 7 magistrates, who certainly evinced, throughout 

the. gieatest anxiety to preserve the public peace, it is right to state, that they 
aimed only two days before in that neighbourhood, to which they were 

the Parties ^ rt° aog ? a j lt “ ce with *e state of public feeling or of 

he pai ties in that district, and derived all then- information from the local 

the S ai-med Riham b * l™ ' f T ™' 8 W T S in ” 0t havill g takea ste P s t0 disperse 
the aimed Riband body, and also m not distinctly requiring the assistance of their 

Set wbfvftf S t0 ,T' eUt * lle malch ° f the proMssion tiuough the 

PUWlC Pea “ ™ I;uown t0 be “ danger, and in not 
oTX n |i^:^trr qUenCeS themSelVe3 a “ d the puWic ’ °P encouraging 

thaTe t v 1 id™ Sard t0 T T S J Str f te ' Mr - Francis Beers ’ H wiU “PP ear in my notes 
that evidence was offered of orders alleged to have been given by him, dnrine: the 

oriv lT- % 2t t h / Ul T-' ° f ““a *7 th ° {wMch if 1 satisfied, I Sd not 
that ,. he disgraced the commission of the peace, but was legally 
answei able for all the barbarities committed on that occasion. As these charges 
Slvf 6 " b f et of lutu ? e investigation, I shall only here say, that indepen- 
dently of the extreme caution which ought to be used where such serious 
charges are made against a public officer, the whole evidence of his conduct on 
with r!“Ii as deposed to by disinterested witnesses, appears to be at variance 
with the truth of such charges. It was satisfactorily proved to me, that for a 
considerable time after the first shot was fired, he was in view of the police and 
ol the stipendiary magistrates, and in their opinion actively engaged in separating 
both parties ; aud m one case, at least, it was admitted that he saved the life of 
a Roman Catholic who was in danger of being killed by one of the opposite 
party. But saying this, I cannot help instancing the facts admitted and the 
evidence given respecting that gentleman, to illustrate the injurious effects pro- 
duced on the public mind, m the present state of party feeling in that county, in 
cases like the present, from the union of the two characters of magistrate and 
Orangeman m the same person. It appears that on the morning of the 12th 
July Mr. I. Beers received the armed Orange body in his own demesne, he 
being then himself a brother Orangeman ; that after he was apprized of their 
object, and the danger attending its achievement, he placed himself in the front 
ol that party, with the police, in the character of a magistrate, carrying his 
Orange badge in his pocket till he had conducted the Orange body in safety 
through the disputed pass to Lord Roden’s demesne, where he put on the badge 
and assumed the character of an Orangeman, which he again laid down when he 
took the head of the same party as a magistrate, with the police, to conduct 
them home along the same road. 

To those who know how impossible it is for the public to understand such 
renned distinctions of character, it is not very difficult to believe that the acts of 
this gentleman, on that day, were attributed, by the lower classes of the Orange 
opponents, to a desire to secure a triumph to his Orange brethren, and not to 
the impartial anxiety of the magistrate to preserve the public peace ; and that 
expressions used m the confusion of such a proceeding, which would in an 
ordinary magistrate be considered as either proper or harmless, might be easily 
construed into exclamations of triumph over an humbled foe. 

In further illustration of this, it also appeared that Lord Hoden, who is a 
magistrate of the county, and deputy grand master of the Orangemen, received, 
as his brethren and guests, an armed assemblage of Orangemen on the 12th July, 
who had, m my opinion, rendered themselves amenable to the law. I am certain 
Lord Roden had no intention to countenance any illegal conduct of that body, 
and that no man laments more than he does the. occurrences of that day; but 
uneducated men of both parties will not fail to draw their own conclusions in 
such matters, and to believe that the sanction of the magistrate was given to the 
acts of his party, and his protection thereby secured. 

Now I do not mean by tbis to say, that either Lord Roden or Mr. Francis 
Beers would use their authority as magistrates with intentional injustice or 
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partiality to either party ; nor do I mean to pass any opinion on the legality or 
character of the Orange institution or its members ; all I do mean to say is this, 
that the Orange body is an exclusive body, plainly opposed to the Roman 
Catholic party in that county, and looked upon by them as an enemy ; and the 
magistrate of the state is bound to hold the scales of justice impartially, and free 
from all bias, between the Protestant and Roman Catholic subjects of this 
country ; and those who believe that an administrator of the law should not only 
act fairly, but guard himself from all cause of suspicion by placing himself in a 
state of perfect neutrality between the accuser and accused, which alone gives 
confidence and weight to his acts, will readily admit that the magistrate should 
not voluntarily place himself in the anomalous condition of belonging to a body, 
many of the members of which are engaged in frequent collision with a large 
class in the state, between whom he is constantly called on to stand as umpire, 
and of whose misdeeds towards each other he is sometimes the only judge. 

In reference to that part of your Excellency’s instructions, in which I am 
directed to “ cause effectual steps to be taken for bringing to justice the parties 
engaged in this affray, or concerned in the crimes committed on that occasion 
I beg to state, that the sessional crown solicitor of the county of Down has 
been engaged, under directions received from me, in procuring evidence which 
will, I hope, eventuate in the prosecution and punishment of some of those who 
were engaged in the actual commission of, or participation in, the outrages com- 
mitted on that day ; and as it appeared of vital importance to the public peace, 
to establish without delay the law on the subject of illegal assemblies, so seriously 
misunderstood, and so plainly violated, informations were tendered before the 
magistrates of Castlewellan district, being the proper local tribunal, against some 
of the parties who were known to have appeared in arms on the 12th of July, 
for taking part in the illegal assembly of that day. 

As the magistrates of that district had repeatedly complained to me, during the 
previous investigation, that they had been left in ignorauce of the law on that 
subject by the Government and its officers, I deemed it my duty towards those 
gentlemen to attend at the sessions for the purpose of explaining to the magis- 
trates there assembled, as clearly as I could, what appeared to me the undoubted 
law on the subject. 

. A majority of those gentlemen, however, declined to adopt the view of the law 
as stated by me, and the informations were accordingly refused. I trust, however, 
this temporary delay in a proceeding- so important to the vindication of the law 
and the establishment of the public peace, will soon be removed. 

In concluding my report, there is one matter for sincere congratulation on 
which all parties w T ho came before me appeared perfectly unanimous, I refer to a 
strong feeling evinced by all, of the necessity of putting an end for the future to all 
party processions whatsoever, and thereby terminat ing the disgraceful occurrences 
so constantly resulting therefrom, committed often by a few of the lowest and 
most abandoned characters, and affixing a deep stigma, not merely on the body 
with whom they are identified in name, but the country at large. And I have 
no doubt that the Government will find, if it should be deemed necessary to 
introduce a law on this subject, that it will be sanctioned by every well-disposed 
person, whether Orange or Homan Catholic, in the county of Down. I have only 
further to add, that I received from every magistrate and gentleman who attended 
before me in any capacity whatsoever, every assistance and attention which could 
tend to throw light on the subject of the inquiry, and relieve me from difficulty 
or annoyance. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) WALTER BERWICK. 



To His Excellency 

The Earl of Clarendon, 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[ 13 ] 



IV. — Mr. Berwick’s Notes of the Evidence taken before him at the Court of 
Inquiry held at Castlewellan, on the 30th July, and following days. 

Major Wilkinson — Produces a sketch of the locality, and proves it to be correct (marked 
letter A). The Ordnance map was also produced. By the Ordnance map the high road 
from Ratlifriland to Castlewellan does not pass through Dolly’s Brae, but the old road from. 
Mr. Beers’s demesne, Ballyward Lodge, does lead through Dolly’s Brae to Castlewellan. 
Magkeramayo lies on that road before arriving at Dolly’s Brae. I had the command of 
13th Dragoons. I was sent by order of Government on 10th July, and I placed myself in 
communication with Mr. Shaw. Mr. Tabuteau arrived that evening. Mr. Shaw had 
received a threatening notice, and we went out to reconnoitre the pass. It appeared to us 
a great consideration to take possession of the-pass. On morning of 12th we left Castle- 
wellan. I had twenty-two file and a blank (forty-five men) of the 9th Fusiliers, forty-five 
men, and sergeant, and thirty troopers of the 13th Light Dragoons, also a body of consta- 
bulary; they were accompanied by then: officers. Mi-. Tabuteau and Captain Skinner - 
accompanied me. We left Castlewellan about nine o’clock; the distauce is about two 
miles ; no one was there, and wo took possession of it. Sent a body of constabulary to the. 
top of the hill, and the remainder took possession of a lower position, commanding the 
road on the right-hand side. On the left we placed a company of the 9th, and a picket 
above them to see over the hill. There was a small field off the road, with a loose stone 
wall, and the dragoons picketted there under the 9th, and between the two parties. We 
saw a large body of men coming along the Baubridge road; they were armed, but had no 
decorations — guns, pikes, and pitchforks, and scythe-blades on poles — irregularly armed.. 
They were coming up to the pass, but when they saw it occupied, they went into the fields,, 
and took possession of a ridge near Dolly’s Brae. Two Roman Catholic clergymen came 
up to where we were — Mr. Morgan and Mr. Mooney — and said they hoped nothing un- 
pleasant would occur, hut they feared their influence was not sufficient to prevent this col- 
lision. Mr. Tabuteau and Captain Skinner were there. We requested them to go down 
and use their influence. They came backwards and forwards two or three times ; Mr. 
Morgan was the principal spokesman. Mr. Morgan said he hoped the Orangemen would 
take another road. They did go to the parties, and I saw them speaking to groups. We 
saw the Orangemen approaching about eleven o’clock, preceded by a troop of the 6th 
Enniskillen Dragoons. Mr. Morgan came up the pass, and said, “ I will go again, and see 
what I can do ;” and he went down amongst the people. The Orangemen were a long 
way off. Mr. Morgan came back, and said they had promised not to fire first, and they 
would not commence. “ Depend on it,” said I, “ the other party will not commence the 
business.” The Orangemen then approached with guns, and drums, and banners, preceded 
by the dragoons — an immense number, 1,500 or 2,000. The dragoons drew up on the road, 
and let them pass — no molestation, not a shot fired ; they were hurraing, and had drums 
and fifes. The opposite party kept quiet, and I heard no noise from them ; after they 
passed, the officer took his dragoons off. Mr. Tabuteau, Captain Skinner, and I agreed to : 
stop there ; and I then said, “ I wish to God the Orange leaders would take the other road, 
and we could then have gone home, and all would have gone off quietly.” I said this be- 
cause I felt that, when there wore two armed parties, I thought it would not be safe to let. 
them come into collision. Mr. Morgan said, “ Since they have gone that road, they may 
as well come hack it.” We made up our minds to stay there. The party who were posted 
kept their position, but parties kept constantly leaving it, and came creeping up on the 
hill to where we were. I could have dispersed them, if I had been directed. I did after- 
wards, when they came too near my pickets, and one of them took out a pistol, and fired ' 
it off in bravado. There were at first 300 or 400 of them, and they afterwards increased - 
to 700 or 800. They were rather formidable, but not so formidable as the Orange party. .. 
About half of them had guns or pistols ; they went on hanging off their guns in a fusilade 
during the day, to show that they had arms, but not at any thing in particular. They got • 
into close columns at one time ; and I said, “ They are in close column now, and we are 
going to have a field-day ;” and then in a little time they made another movement, and I 
said, “ They are going to deploy into line ;” and they resumed their former position after- 
wards. I saw the waving of a long streamer, and they went out along the road towards: 
Magheramayo, and I saw them congregating on the hills of Magheramayo. Mr. Morgan 
then said, “ They are going away, but I don’t know. However, I will ride ahead of the 
Orangemen, and perhaps that may prevent a disturbance.” About six o’clock, the Orange- 
men returned through Dolly’s Brao. We passed them through. The Orangemen came up, 
men, women, and children, drums, and fifes, and banners. One party made a greater noise, 
than the other, and a part of them, after going through the pass, returned through the . 
other in tho opposite direction. Several women were along the wall, very abusive to the 
Orangemen as they passed. I heard some of the leaders say, “ Mind, boys, not a shot, 
even in fun.” One of tho Orange leaders, in particular, constantly repeated; and I heard 
“ Ho, sir I” said by the men as they passed. Some of the women said, " You’ll catch it 
before you get to the hill — you’re prisoners.” They all got through. Captain Skinner 
was there, and Captain Tabuteau, and Mr. Scott, I think, was there. The dragoons fol- 
lowed, preceded by some of the police. We did not like it, in consequence of what the 
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women said ; we thought it advisable to take our men from the pass, and to follow in the 
wake of the others ; we went, and I met Mr. Morgan, and he said he had sent on Mr. 
Mooney at the head of the Orangemen, and I went on, and I met Mr. Mooney, who said, 

“ There will be no disturbance.” He was coming back, as if after having been at the head 
of the Orangemen. We saw the people posted along the range of hills. Not a shot had 
been fired. The EnniskUleners were going over the crest of the hill. All of a sudden wo 
heard “bang! bang!” in all directions, and those on the hill began to fire at us. The 
balls came about us, and I saw a body of the police going up the hill ; to the left of them 
I saw a great rush of the people on the hills, rushing as hard as they could go in all 
directions. The police took possession of the wall, and then got some prisoners. Some 
one then said, “ They are firing the houses.” We went up, and found the houses at both ■ 
sides of the road on fire ; about nine or ten thatched houses. They were finally burnt. 
When I got up the hill, the Orange party had disappeared. Saw men walking across the 
Country with belts of the Orange party. Five were wounded among the prisoners on two 
carts ; one of them a hoy. Not, one of the Orange party wore with the police. They wore 
all police who charged up tlio hill. I saw the Orange flag on another part of the hill. A 
bullet came close to my own horse. Wc should have been slated if the polico had not 
charged up the hill. If they had commenced their operations sooner, there would have 
been a very ugly affair. No firing from the top, where the party were to which Mr. Janus 
was sent up. Stray shots were fired from houses and walls at the 9th. Mr. Hill led the 
polico ; he was the senior officer. Mr. Scott and Captain Fitzmaurice were there. The 
police might have seen the burning, but they were engaged. No badges on the Riband 
party. Mr Sbaw is a magistrate, and the agent of Lord Amiesley. (The witness then 
read his instructions, which were to place himself in communication with the stipendiary 
and local magistrates, and to take with them a troop of cavalry and infantry. It was dated 
9th July, Belfast, from Colonel Clarke to Quartermaster-general. Mr. Shaw produces a 
threatening notice, which Major Wilkinson proves and reads.) Examination continued : — 
It was understood that the Orangemen would go through the pass, which had not been 
done for many years before. I received an intimation that the Orange party would accept 
the challenge, and pass through Dolly’s Brae. The magistrates gave me no directions to 
remove the parties. I could have cleared the place if 1 had been ordered. I believe, if 
the Orange party had been told to disperse, and that their leaders had directed them to 
■do so, they would not have gone through the pass. They had flags, colours, drums, Bibles, 
blunderbusses, and placards, as if preparing for a pic-nic. I believe they had ammunition. 
It was an armed procession. The police did not follow the Orangemen, who went on ahead. 

I think if the Orange party had been told to disperse, they would have done so ; at least, 

I have no reason to doubt it. Mr. Shaw told me if I did not take possession of the pass, 
hut remain at Castlewellan, as was suggested, I might as well be at Cork. I saw two 
cartridges that were taken from the Riband party, made up with fine powder in nowspapore. 
Some of the Orange party were rather in liquor. 

Henry Dalrymple White, Major of the (5th Enniskillen Dragoons. — I arrived at Ratli- 
friland on 10th July, in command of troop of Enniskillcners, and 9th regiment; placed 
myself in communication with Mr. Fitzmaurice, R. M., and Mr. Scott, local magistrate. I 
received a requisition to place a troop of Enniskilleners at Ins disposal, to proceed towards 
■Castlewellan in aid of civil powers, and to have company of 9th Foot in readiness on 
morning of 12th. Fitzmaurice received a note requesting 9th Foot to come on; wc pro- 
ceeded to a place belonging to Mr. Francis C. Beers ; wc found a quantity of Orangemen 
drawn up, some on the grounds and some on the road, assembling, about 1,000, and nearly 
all armed with guns. W e went into the grounds, and I saw Mr. Beers there ; lie was 
standing in the lawn, with some other gentlemen. Mr. Fitzmaurice ordered us to follow 
the police, and the Orangemen were to follow us. Wc proceeded about two miles; the 
Orangemen followed with flags and drums. • Messrs. Fitzmaurice and Scott were at the 
head of the police. I had heard that the Orangemen intended to walk over Dolly’s Brae. 
I'was desired by Mr. Fitzmaurice to halt, and allow the Orange procession to pass. I saw 
people drawn up in a field, about 500 or 600. The Orange party proceeded on, drumming 
away; they wore Orange scarfs. Some women were then calling them cowards. Went 
on to Lord Annesley’s demesne, till we reached the stables. I was told by Mr. Fitzmauric? 
that we might leave the Orange party ; stopped there till five o’clock in the evening. Mr. 
Fitzmaurice returned, and desired the troop to turn out the road we had come. When I 
reached the gate, the. Orange procession was filing along the road. Mr. Fitzmaurice 
desired me to remain till they had all passed, and we did so, and followed in the rore. Wc 
proceeded over Dolly’s Brae ; about fifty of the police went in between ns and the Orange- 
men. Wo proceeded about half a mile. I saw persons in two lines behind walls and 
fences, and some at the top of the hill, armed with pikes, and some guns pointing over the 
fences. I was looking at the hill, and I heard a noise which appeared like a squib, and I 
cannot tell exactly where it came from ; hut it appeared to me from the head of the Orange 
procession. Immediately after this a volley came from the hill, and about as quickly it was 
returned from the Orangemen, along the whole line of the road. I saw the party of police 
who were in front of us cross the ditch and mount the hill, and as soon as the police got 
v-ri “^i. somc °* ™e Orange party broke into the fields, and both ascended the face 
ot the hiU. The party on the hill immediately gave way, as soon as they had fired their 
volley and_ found the police m the fields, and they began to run away. The police were 
pursuing them, and the Orangemen were firing in all directions, both the party on the road 
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and the party going up the hill. I missed Fitzmaurice, hut I believe he went up the hall 
+^°ki tl ^ 1)S f°, ™ t0 ta J ie the whole space of the road, and I gradually moved 
he body on. About 100 of the Orange party rushed up the hill after the other party, 
when the police went into the fields. I observed, while the firing went ou, some smote 
coming out of the cottages in advance ; this occurred two or three minutes after the police 
and Orangemen had rushed into the fields, and about three or four minutes after the squib 
was filed. The body on the lull broke, and ran away immediately after the police entered 
the field, and never stood one instant as a body afterwards, though there were some 'stray 
shots. The party on the lull appeared to break immediately, though some were behind. 
Before the shots were firod, the Orange party had almost entirely passed, and the police 
had come up about opposite the body placed on the hills. The body on the lull had 
allowed two-thirds at least of the Orangemen to pass, and they had certainly allowed them 
to proceed beyond the place where they could have done them the most injury. A com- 
pany of the 9th came then through the Orangemen from the Rathfriland dn-ecticn. I saw 
a man stick his guu into the thatch of a house, and fire it olf. and set fire to the house : he 
was one otfche Orange procession; this was after the firing began. Mr. Fitzmaurice returned, 
and. Captain Gubitt asked what directions I had to give. I told him to keep the people 
out of the houses, to flank the roads and sides, and i consider they did the business very 
well, and prevented a great deal of damage. Saw the houses that had been fired burning 
near the road m advance. The procession was about three-quarters of a mile long, and I 
do not think the firing of the houses could have been prevented, as the police were in the 
nelds, and the military obliged to keep in the rere. The body of the Orangemen must 
have been at the place where the houses near the roadside were fired, though some at 
a little distance may have been set fire to by stragglers. Mr. Fitzmaurice and Mr. Scott 
exerted themselves in driving the Orangemen, and keeping them out of the houses. I 
think most of the houses burned, were within reach of the road. The Orange body then 
proceeded about three or four miles, and we proceeded after them, till we saw the main 
body go to Ratbfriland. A few marched off at another place, but the mam body went to 
Rathfriland. I had full opportunity to see the police ascending the hill. I heard some 
of the bullets ringing about ; I believe they went over our heads. The Orangemen were 
not mixed with the police when they broke into the fields. It was part of Mr. Hill’s party 
who charged up the hill. I thought it right that the body should he dislodged. 1 saw 
two policemen fire. I did not see the Ribandmen collecting again ; they were making the 
best of their .way off after that. They could not have been in a position to act after that, 

- except by lying in the ditches and hedges. Neither Mr. Beers nor Mr. Scott were there 
with decorations. Mr. Beers walked with Mr. Scott and Mr. Fitzmaurice at the head of 
the police. Mr. Beers’ grounds were filled with Orangemen when I went there in the 
morning. Did not hear any man attempt to dissuade the Orange party from going through 
Dolly s Brae. It was generally known that there would have been a collision. I think wo 
could have made the Orange party turn by the new road; if fair words would not have 
done, we could have done it by force. Mr. Fitzmauvico desired mo to follow the police, 
and they were led by the three magistrates. The houses burnt were along the road, and 
the company of the 9th were coming up about the same time. The whole burning was 
done in au instant. I received no instructions not to go along the road through Dolly’s Brae. 
Heard the Orangemen requested not to interfere with the other party. We could have 
dispersed either party if wo had been directed. The Orangemen were very much excited, 
and they wore anxious to remain behind. They were peaceable after they left the affray. 
The Orange procession extended a great way, and the fires were in advance of us. It 
seemed some sudden provocation which caused the attack. 

Sergeant William Sutcliffe, of the Gth Dragoons . — I was under Major White ; Major 
White led us. I was with the troop coming down from the hill ; a shot was fired from the 
hill; it was rather a squib, and after that two shots — regular shots — were fired from the 
hill, and a considerable number of shots from the road, and then a volley from the hill. I 
saw the police take the hill after the volley from the hill was returned from the road ; a 
constant firing from the road then continued for several minutes. The houses were set fire 
to near the road by persons belonging to the party on the road. The Orangemen who went 
up the hill were rather in the rere of the police, but botb went into the fields. The party 
on the hill and the Orangemen both fired at each other ; did not see the party re-forming 
afterwards. We heard bullets whistling about us. The Orangemen were close to us. 
Saw the smoke of the squib on the left of the hill about the main body. The party with 
Orange decorations were passing along the road. The Orangemen firing some shots along 
the road, but offered no violence afterwards. Sergeant-Major Mountain and Richard Jeffers 
saw the squib, and William Hamilton Palmer. 

Michael Cleary . — I was in the field on the left of the road with my master and the 
military leading my master’s horse. To the best of my opinion the first squib came off 
the road, and then two shots came off the hill, and several shots from the road and a whole 
volley from the hill. 1 saw the police take the hill, and saw the Ribandmen on the hill 
firing down towards the road, in the same direction where the police were. I saw a few 
of the police fire. I saw the houses burning. I was about fifty yards from the nearest 
house. I saw people, some of the Orauge party, crossing into the fields and going through 
them setting fire to the houses ; I have no doubt they belonged to the Orange party ; they 
smashed in the doors with stones, and fired shots into the thatch. A party of the 9th was 
sent to take possession of a house where a number of persons of the Riband party were 
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assembled. It was at this side of the place where the houses were burnt, and was not one 
of them. I saw a man come from behind that house, and he snapped a gun at me, and as 
soon as I went over the wall he dropped it and ran away; it contained about nme inches ot 
charge ball and powder. The police could not have stopped the firing of the houses, nor 
have detected the persons who did it. The bullets ploughed up the road under my 
master’s horse’s feet. Dolly’s Brae is higher than Magheramayo, quite distant ; I had a view 
from one to another ; about an English mile between. The field where the 13th were 
posted was higher up the hill than we were. There was a car with the procession ; some 
gentlemen gave me their guns. I saw two dead bodies down at the cross-roads, two men ; 
saw a woman wounded, she had been struck with hut-end of a firelock or stones. Some of 
■the Orangemen had fixed bayonets ; saw them firing shots into the houses. One was fired 
after they went in across the field. I saw an Orangeman fire two or three houses ; saw 
the Orange party loading with cartridges; I saw Ward’s slate house broken in. The 
parties who set fire to the houses had decorations, and I have no doubt they were of the 
Orange party. 

Josej)h Tcibiiteau, Stipendiary Magistrate. — I arrived on evening of 10th ; was sent to 
preserve the peace on the 12 th, and to remain as long as any excitement afterwards. On 
the 11th I saw Mr. Shaw, and afterwards I went out to seo Lord Hoden, to ask their 
■opinion as to the best course I could take. On the 11th Mr. Shaw showed me the notice 
produced. Mr. Wilkinson, and Mr. Shaw, and myself went out to Dolly’s Brae, under- 
standing that that was the cause of dispute; Mr. Shaw and Mr. James both informed me 
of that, and I learned it in' the county. I told Lord Roden that it was our intention to 
take possession of that pass, and that I did not intend to accompany the procession, hut 
to stay at Dolly’s Brae, or in that neighbourhood, to preserve the peace. On following 
morning I proceeded with Major Wilkinson, and took possession of the pass ; saw an 
armed party coming up from towards Magheramayo, they turned into a field on the right 
as you proceed from Dolly’s Brae to Maghoramayo ; remained along a ditch about 500 yards 
©ff the road. Two Roman Catholic clergymen came and spoke to us ; they went back- 
wards and forwards to keep the peace. We considered that party were placed in such a 
position, that it was better for us not to interfere with them, being under our observation. 
We heard the procession was to come from Mr. Beers’. They came on and proceeded 
along perfectly quiet ; vast numbers of women and children. They were more extensively 
armed than I ever saw before, beating their drums, in other respects orderly. . I did not 
hear an insulting word used at that time. I saw Mr. Beers at the cross-road. 1 said I hoped 
they would not come back that way again, and that I hoped he would uso his influence . 
with them not to aUow them to return ; lie said he would do all ho could, but .that lie had 
no influence with them, that ho was sure they would come hack that way. We had only 
forty-four soldiers and forty-four police, and the cavalry went into Castlcwcllan. They 
came out about four o’clock in the evening. The party were all the day more than GOO yards 
from us. The clergyman told us he thought they were going away. They passed down 
the road towards Magheramayo. We saw them afterwards collecting on the top of tho 
MU. The procession returned shortly after. We continued in our own position at 
Dolly’s Brae. The women were very insulting to the Orangemen as they passed. They 
had collected during the day. The women had no communication with tho body of 
Ribandmen, but were, on the contrary, laughing with us on the side of the hill ; and somo 
of the body came to us diming the day, and were laughing and jumping; and I had no fear 
from them, except, that in one part of the day two or three men with guns approached us, 
and I said those men must not be allowed to come near us — they kept away afterwards. 

I followed the Orange party. The police were immediately behind them under charge of 
Mr. Hill and Mi’. Towers, the same party who were with them on the morning. Tho 
Enniskilleners came next, and the police who were noth me followed tho Enuiskilloncrs ; 
Mr. Janns and Mr. Corry were in command of them; the 9th Infantry followed in the rero 
with me. Major Wilkinson was in command, and Captain Darling and Mr. Terry. Wo 
met the Roman Catholic clergymen coming back about half way between the other hills. 
One of them said there was no danger, and that there would be no breach of tho peace. 
I heard the shots, and Mr. Hill charged up the hill in gallant style ; there was firing from 
the hill. The people broke when he was half way up the hill ; they were on breast of the 
hill and opposite us, and some of them took possession of a house, and fired shots from it 
at us — and. some parties above fired at us. I then ordered the infantry to load, and I took 
a party with. Captain Darling, up to that house to send tho party away from that. We 
got some pitchforks ; a wounded person was there. I saw two women farther on who 
called, to me and told me there was a boy wounded in the ditch. I saw him lying in under 
the ditch — the soldiers carried him away ; he was shot in the belly through and through, 
in the ditch beyond the house. I then sent the police up to support Mr. Hill under Con- 
stable Janns. I was told they were firing from a planted fort on the right of the road, 
and sent Mr. Corry there to stop that. 1 then went on and saw smoke, and was told they 
were firing the houses, and I went on as far as the cross-road beyond the hill of Maglicra- 
-mayo. I observed five or six Orangemen about a couple of hundred yards down the cross- 
xoad, nearly opposite the fort; I saw two houses on that road smoking, and I had no doubt 
they were the persons who did it ; they were decorated as Orangemen. I applied to 
Major YY llkinson to give mo half a troop of dragoons, and that I would go down to stop 
it ; they trotted on before me. I saw the Orangemen get over a wall and pass away. I 
was in the rere. I beat out some of the fire out of the thatch ; I think there were two 
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in the pockets of the prisoners. A quantity of shots were fired from the hill while the con- 
stabulary were ascending. I attend Castlewellan petty sessions, and assist, with the 
magistrates of the district, in the preservation of the peace. I heard, more than a week 
before, that the Orangemen intended to force the pass. I saw, in the papers, that pre- 
parations were about to be taken by Government. The men could not be placed in a better 
position to enable the Orangemen to force the pass. The carts were long enough to 
contain muskets. I have heard that Ribandism increased of late. One party kept up is 
likely to keep up another. I did think it would have been better to stop tlie Orangemen 
from proceeding along the road. I think if it offended the humblest person in the com- 
munity it would have been better to avoid proceeding along that road. The Ribandmen 
were under directions — they had the appearance of it at least. 

George Shaw. — I am a magistrate of the county, and agent to Lord Annesloy. On the 
10th July I received an anonymous letter, which was produced yesterday, and now identified 
by me (and which the witness reads, marked with letter B). On the same, or the next, day 
a party of police came into town. I took no step on receiving the document. I called on 
Mr. Tabuteau and the Major, and expressed my surprise at their having come, and asked 
who had applied for the force. 1 recommended them to go to look at the ground. I had 
not the slightest apprehension myself. I thought it a mere idle threat. I accompanied 
them to the ground,- showed them Dolly’s Brae, and made some arrangements about the 
military and police ; and he stated, that if he had not seen the ground he would have 
remained in Castlewellan. We returned into Castlewellan, and I took no further part. I 
knew that the Orangemen were to pass by Dolly’s Brae, and that they were determined to 
do so, and that if a collision took place anywhere it would be there; and I told Mr. 
Tabuteau my opinion. I wrote to Lord Roden, to tell him that I received the letter, and 
stated its contents ; and told him I thought it was a mere idle threat, and that I was surprised 
at military having been sent down. I am not an Orangeman, nor do I belong to the body. 
I never heard a word from any of the magistrates of the petty sessions that there was a 
likelihood of a collision. The Orangemen went, in the morning, through the private 
demesne of Lord Annesley. There was an arch over the entrance. I saw it on the 
morning of the 12th. I was in Lord Annesley’s office. I saw the Orangemen ; they had 
arms. I had no terror myself, and no one else had expressed terror to me. I did not con- 
ceive that the Roman Catholics of the district had any cause of terror. I went to Lord 
Annesley’s about ten o’clock in the morning. The arch was erected before I went there. 
I could not have prevented the Orangemen from passing through the demesne. There 
was no riot in this neighbourhood, except on Easter Monday. Crossgar was the place 
where a riot occurred on 17th March — but that is another part of the country. A man 
was shot in a riot at Terryiory. 1 heard there was an address from Mr. William Beers, 
calling on the Orangemen to assemble. He is a brother of Mr. F. C. Beers, and a magis- 
trate. I have no recollection of having heard of any large body of mon having been col- 
lected with arms, till it was all over. I told Mr. Tabuteau that I would' not interfere, 
having found that he and Mr. Skinner were to be there on the spot. I saw Mr. Fitzmaurico 
and Mr. Scott leave the Grange. Mr. Fitzmaurice ordered the dragoons to proceed ; 
and I don’t recollect having asked any questions, or heard any thing from them 
respecting the expected collision or the proceedings of the morning. I have received 
anonymous letters of the same kind frequently before ; the threats were not carried into 
.effect. The Government sent down one stipendiary magistrate here. I showed Mr. 
Tabuteau the threatening letter. I was under the impression that I was to yield to the 
stipendiary magistrate, and to give way. We all agreed that it would be of importance to 
■occupy the ground. I conceived, that by doing so, they would remove the cause of complaint. 
■My own opinion was, that there would have been no riot except on that spot. I am aware 
that the Orangemen have been permitted by Government to have their processions. I am 
•quite willing to take upon myself the responsibilities of the measmes adopted. 1 had 
never received any anonymous letters respecting the 12th July before. I was aware 
that there was a feeling about Dolly’s Brae; and they went last July (1848) by the new 
■road. 

Thomas Scott. — I am magistrate of the county of Down. I had my apprehensions before 
the 1st July that serious work would take place on the 12th July; that the Orangemen 
would march, and that if parties came into a collision there would be great danger'; I thought 
the Orangemen certainly would pass. I spoke to Mr. M ‘Mullen, a Roman Catholic magis- 
trate ; I told him I was going to Dublin, and asked whether I might state at the Castle, 
on his authority, our apprehension that there would be a riot. I called at the Castle and 
saw Mr. Redington, and told him I called on. the subject, fearing there woidd be a riot; 
he asked me whether I thought the Orangemen would march ; I said I had no doubt of it ; 
X stated the very bad feeling which existed between the parties, and my fear that, from the 
excited state of feeling, there would be bad work ; I said that if they went to Roman 
Catholic districts there would be danger; if they went to their own districts there would 
not ; I mentioned HiUtown, and think I said Dolly’s Brae ; and I begged of him to send a 
strong force to Rathfriland, and a resident magistrate ; I knew Mr. M‘Mullen was unwell, 
and I was sorry the responsibility would be left on mo ; I said dragoons would be more 
useful ; be said every precaution would be taken, and I left him. I. saw Mr. Hill on the 
morning of the 10th, and he said Mr., Francis Beers would he there on the 11th, for the 
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and took sole glasses 0 f lii ™ CS W8 -’! ,<!llt “ to tbe tent and ata aomething, 

respectable were fn the tent but urn! ^°.? ele Provisions in a different place; the more 
and some others ^got“p S a fe w minutes after, Lord Roden 
he did not succeed, bn! Lord Hmlrn ri,’ M i' 1 r T r Be ? ls waB tbere attempting to speak ; 

and wherever I saw one whom / kuewTv^ if b ti ald 5a 'i t ’ 1 W ? 14 tbrou S h tke bod y. 

no mom t knew l begged of them not to go home in that way; I 

C 2 
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said to them, why would they harass themselves and the military by going several miles 
round when they could get home another way ; they seemed to agree with me — that is, 
the respectable-looking men. I saw the party on the platform leave it, and I got my car 
and proceeded with Mr. Fitzmaurice, Mr. Hill, and Mr. Towers to Castlewellan. When I 
got to Castlewellan the procession was near the town, and I shortly ascertained that they 
went the old road. Mr. Hill ordered out his men, who were there ready, and they got at the 
head of the procession. We went up to the dragoons and ordered them out ; we got 
them out. We drove on through Lord Annesley’s demesne ; when we got into the road 
some lodges were in front. The police were in front of the whole procession, with Mr. 
Hill at their head, and I got forward ; I stopped at the road where they were passing, 
and I besought each to behave themselves ; they almost all said they would touch or 
annoy no person, unless they were attacked; they were all going on the same way; 

I waited till they all passed on, except a few stragglers, to whom I spoke, strongly telling 
them that they wanted to get the other party to attack them, and get themselves shot. We 
then got the dragoons (Mr. Fitzmaurice and myself), and we went in the rere of the pro- 
cession. The women abused us, and I saw a movement among the Orangemen, and found 
it was the Castlewellan men returning. I saw a number of women, men, and boys stand- 
ing on the road ; I saw some straggling men of the Orange party. I was on foot, and 
remained there ; and Mr. Morgan was there, and was driving back the women and the 
men, and I was trying to keep them in good humour. One girl said, ", If it was not for Mr. 
Morgan, you would have got it ; but the blackguards have not passed Maglieramayo yet.” 
While I was talking to the party Captain Skinner passed me on horseback. As soon as 
the stragglers all passed, I ran on, and came up with the dragoons ; I came up to the 
police with Mr. Hill. I heard a squib ; my impression was, that it came from the hill, but 
I did not see smoke. Immediately on the squib being fired I saw two men run down from 
where the body of men were, either giving orders or waiting for the approbation of the others, 
and I saw the two fire at the Orangemen, and then a deadly volley came from the hill in 
the direction of the police. Fitzmaurice said, " Get into shelter, men, and be steady 
for a moment.” The police got into shelter, and I did the same : and saw Hill and Fitz- 
maurice on their feet, and I got up too, and Fitzmaurice said, “ Our only chanco is to take 
the hill.” Both parties were firing at each other; then Hill and the police charged up 
the lull. I saw a man coming down. the hill dragging another, who was bleeding ; he had a 
gun in his hand. I ran over and asked what was that. The man dragging the other was 
an Orangeman, and he said the other had shot at him, and he said he had shot him then ; 
and I saw that the wounded man was in dauger, and jumped at him, and said he was my 
prisoner. The wounded man said he had never been in the country before ; ho mado no ■ 
complaint. My motive was, that I believed the man would have lost liis life. I do not 
know, nor do I believe that I should, if I met him, know the Orangeman ; I took the gun 
from him, and we left him, and I said I would make a prisoner of him, and ho cut, and I 
kept the wounded man, and took him out of danger, and I afterwards saw him washing 
himself. I saw. people on the hill firing, and Mr. Hill was in danger ; and I saw the polico 
firing up the hill, and I thought they might be cut off, and I went to Mr. Janus, and ho 
was on the road with liis body of men, stating that he was under the directions of the resi- 
dent magistrate. Corry belonged to the constabulary, and be said lie would go on with 
me. Janus refused to take the gun from me, and then I went off to Mr. Tabuteau, who 
was with the 13th Dragoons. I ran up, and I was taken to he an Orangeman, and I was 
fired at from both sides. I gave the gun to Major Wilkinson’s servant, and the dragoons 
were coming down, and I caught one of them by the knee, and went down as fast as they 
did. I saw Mr. Fitzmaurice coming down on Skinner’s horse, and ho appeared in great 
danger (for ho was in the middle of a valley) from both sides; and lie showed great cool- 
ness, and appeared to be coming down to prevent the Orangemen from firing. My atten- 
tion was called to a house which I saw smoking. I saw a fellow put a gun into the thatch 
of a house ; I rushed at him, and lie got away, and went to the body and joined it. I 
should not know him again ; nor did 1 know him then. I saw another with a gun, and 
jumped at lnm, and took the gun from him. I saw two men on the road taking aim at the 
tort; they were on the road. I struck one of them with a blow of the gun, and they got 
on out of that. They said they were fired at from the place they were aiming at. I joined 
the infantry, and drove the Orangemen on in the direction of Hathfriland. I exerted my- 
self as much as possible to prevent any mischief from being done. The next thing that 
occurred of importance was firing shots at Buck Ward’s, and saw a fellow putting a gun 
into the window, and 1 rushed at him, and he ran into the crowd ; and I should not know 
him again, nor could I identify him. Another man attempted to firo at the house. I 
ruslied at him, and caught the gun, and took it from him, and kept it, and gave it to the 
military — [In a subsequent examination of Captain Scott lio begged to make the following 
addition to this part of his evidence, which he did as follows ] This was a man whom I 
had sent to my car for some wine ; he took the gun from me, and wanted to keep it ; and ' 
this was the man whom I gave to Captain Cubett, and whom I afterwards released ; his 
name is John Greasy. This is the man, I presume, with whom I had the tustlo ; he accom- 
panied the procession. One of the two guns was loaded with ball, and the other with 
powder. I gave them, at the postmaster’s house, to Anderson, and I only got them last night, 
f 01 i i 1 ? lasfc , ni °*“ t ' ^ as applied to for tho guns since by two or three persons, 
but I did not believe they were the persons from whom I took them. The Hev. Mr. Beers 
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S *°t T’ SvS ic f 1 t tle 0,mTersat! <>”- of a* nmn who applied to me, and was 
Mr F Bet™ Th P - •“ ‘" m0 J e , stoa ay about it. Rev. Mr. Boers is a brother of 

We drove So rSv P fo™« T M J ffi ° ? ody ’ fat the P r °«*sion tad been broken np before. 
&SaS L weK J/SI i ’ ” k8pt P IeS8in S tlle “ f °”™' d . in order to hiider any 

no m^n irerfaSd d whl,TS le ' 7 "' d ¥ up in a ™ s ' bat from Buok Ward ’ s 

it one of thtmZot 1 ho " se f • 0r I r °P, crt y- 1 saw a cart with two wounded people in 
it, one of them was a man shot in the breast, and the other was a bov who ivai shot 
JffJf t’aom to tie doct w# went 

tne district secietaiy o 1 the Orange body, and he exerted himself with me in getting the 
teZfZt Z o ' 6 t0 ™- °, n ,? e 10tb of July or 11th, a plaearThad Tenffi up! 
couSf at EaftliSml ® n “ w0 “ liha '' c a B ' la “ % k ‘ on the 13th July, to come off on the 
and hi f Me tbs i° n parfc7 represents lung William's men, and another King James's, 

frihnd The m tw It T* T J ; ^ pris °" ers "' ere bron S bt ™ night to Bath- 
IK? ’ft , , naagistrates met on the 13th at Rathfriland, and they agreed tlmt the shanr 

gfr thinnMci if' W ‘“f’ “f P SaM 7 Wrald “ aka “ affidiit S thi it tild endS 
W ? k frtl dnuns coming into the town. Mr. Fitsmauriee said to 
sriThe sS,H t 1 ! ’ “ ld 1 s , ot t0 tke first drums ' and I caught the drummer, and 

irnlv dertdo l hv t a 7 ?° re ,’ aat 1,0 ““ lle "<™ ld not. I told thorn that it was 
viokte theiw- I the magistrates that there should he no sham fight, and that they would 
} ? e ?’ andea ' 1 d 1 1Gy Y°" ld 8 '° int0 tlie town ’ and illt0 the houses; 

sonev nf ? fir d ? um beat ’ and thought it better to be decided, and made a pri- 
Tlptn if' JamiS CamC "& refuscd t0 take thG “an custody. I P am 
trShhcrf;.]^ T 6 Wa3 , 01 \ a mar ? h - 1 let tbe man go, and he said ho had no magis- 
he wa^nTared d t£ 52 resident m a gl strate, Mr. Tabuteau, was the person under whom 
e was placed. The prisoners were made march to Hilltown; they never told me they 
BeersTTJwn r ° Z a ™ m °vder for the prisoners to he brought to Hilltown. William 
kad dGC01atlGns > bo t h horse and man. Francis Beers was decorated at Tollymore- 
to B-n'attv h n? wV+v*?”* Sc ™' en ™ s decorated also, and Lord Roden was. I spoke- 
hnth Sr T fc !, 0; but 1 eannot say positively the same to Bell ; they were 

OraUe WIriw 11 ! 0 * th ® °t an ? one P erson whom 1 saw or spoke to in the- 

TOtJrffnS th n* ‘l? 7 ’ u ' her at Mr. Beers’ or from Mr. Beers’ to Castlewellan, or in 
“t . fl0 . , 1 n Ca stlewellan to Rathfriland. My reason is, that I was in advance at one 

no don ht an0tll6r ? ° nly attonded to “7 d <% as a magistrate. I have 

Mv TTii ’ that tbe Orangemen had plenty of ammunition; they are seldom without it. 
ppf D ® ai ' 3 alngb ohanicter for impartiaHty in the district. Mr. Janns proceeded up the 
hill the moment he was ordered by Mr. Tabuteau. As occurrences tookplaco in February at 
BaUynaguire, where an Orangeman was beaten and died after it, houses were wrecked at 
by the 0rai, 8' e Party. Patnclc’s-day at Ballynacross, an Orangeman was shot. 

011 tb f d ? cbt }° tlU latel y: processions were declining for each year 
tbo t!;' Lach year the devil appeared to get among them both at particular times of 
SS-HK* 1 b f rd tbat gunpowder had been taken by tbe Ribandmem I counted over 
foity-fiio oi fifuy lodges m Tollymore Park ; a part of them belonged to Rathfriland. I saw 
Joseph Clown ey and Jenner travel in a gig. Clowney decorated, as I believe, hut neither 
of them dull see m the procession that day. I did not hear Mr. Beers ask the people 
not to go that way. Saw chests in the carts. I liaye no reason to know that there were 
arras m any cart. Mr. Beers and Mr. Hill told me in the morning that they reconnoitred 
and that there were parties on Dolly’s Brae or Magheramayo. I think that entreaty could 
only have induced the respectable men of the party to withdraw, and that the rest could 
only have been stopped at the point of the bayonet, and that a collision would thereby 
have been made more certain. Lord Roden’s servants were in attendance in the field * 
we wished one another safe home Bugle or gong sounded them to the platform! 
nobody on the platform or m the field took praise to themselves, or spoke of the passing 
Dolly s Brae, lhere were shots fired in the field. I spoke to Lord Roden about the party 
not leturmng by Dolly s Brao. I did not think we bad force enough at the time to hinder 
them from going by Dolly’s Brae. I believe there would have been tenfold the damage 
done if we bad hindered them; the attempting to hinder them would have increased the 
danger tenfold. I believe that no precaution which we could take, either Mr. Fitzmaurice 
or myseli, was omitted to keep the peace ; we acted without favour or affection. I know 
that songs were made last year, bantering the Orangemen for not having passed through 
JJolly s Brae. I swear that I used all the exert.irms in -m V . if i:A 



w uiaiuu uu warns ixatniriia 
Redington they would march armed. 

Captain George Cubitt — I was, on 12th instant, at Ratlifiiland, and formed part of tlie 
military force in aul of the civil powers. About half-past ten a mounted policeman brought 
me an order to accompany Imn ; we immediately proceeded, reaching Mr. Beers’ about one 
o clock. I was then met by Captain Tighe, who had returned with orders for our remain- 
ing at Mr. Beers ; I took them into Mr. Beers’ ground, and piled arms. Remained till half- 
past tour. Captain Dghe seeming anxious about the return of the procession, I suggested 
that we should go over; we did go to the junction of the two roads ; Captain Tighe said 
_we Had better halt, as he was uncertain by which road the procession would return. The 
mounted policeman returned about half-past five, with orders to remain where we were. 
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About six wo beard tbe drums coming in tbe direction of Dolly’s Brae. We beard two shots 
and imm ediately after that a sharp independent firing ; I thought it was a feu-de-joie. 
Captain Tighe gave us the orders to load. A great crowd of women, and children, and men. 
Crowd became very thick. Marched his men in files. Saw Major White and the dragoons 
about 280 yards from me. Highly-excited crowd of men firing shots in the air, and at both 
sides of the hill. He ordered me to prevent the party from destroying the houses and 
ascending the bill. I saw the police making up the hill, near the top, and a number of 
persons flying about before them. I saw a body of about fifty or sixty Orangemen on the 
hill with a banner, and they appeared to be about twenty yards on the right of the police, 
and appearing to bo pursuing the people who were flying from the police. I saw several 
houses in flames, We then acted under Mr. Scott’s directions in driving the mob of armed 
men down the road, and in clearing them away from the houses to the right and left of the 
road ; and no houses were set fire to after we and the dragoons acted together, but many 
of them had the windows and doors riddled by the armed mob. They extended upwards of 
a quarter of a mile. The shots came principally from the further end of the mob. One 
man was seized by Mr. Scott ; and I took a gun from him. We pressed them all before us 
to Ballyward. I acted, and was ready to act, under Mr. Scott’s directions fully. Captain 
Tighe said he hoped the party would not return the same way. Mr. Scott told us to charge, 
and I asked him whether lie was serious, and he said it was only to intimidate. The 
Orangemen on the hill were cheering ; I think they fired some shots. A man presented a 
gun at one of the houses, and Mr. Scott had a tustle with him, and took the gun from him, 
and desired me to take him a prisoner, and I did so, and Mr. Scott afterwards released him! . 
I did not see this man till I saw him struggling with Mr. Scott, who was endeavouring to 
take a gun from him ; they were at the rere of the party,, and he appeared to he with that 
party ; but I did not see this man do any tiling before I saw him tustling with Mr. Scott. 
Carroll had an Orangeman down on the ground, and had his bayonet over him, and I struck 
him. Wo had of the 9th two officers, three sergeants, one drummer, and fifty-seven 
privates. . 

_ St. John Dobbyn, Sergeant. — Wc saw Orangemen opposite where the houses were hurn- 
mg. YV e took no prisoners, because we were not ordered to do so. I saw Carroll, Tierney 
and Collius present on the road with me. If I had been ordered, we could have taken' 
prisoners, ihere were plenty of Orangemen off the road, and close to the houses. 

William P. Terry, Lieutenant 9th Regiment, quartered at Castle wellan. — Wo went 
out and wore picketted on the left-hand side of tho hill. I saw a body which eventually 
trailed out to be rebels ; at least I called them so. They came marching along the road, 
lhey took ground to the left, and remained in line. Saw helmets in the distance about an 
hour afterwards; then saw some flags, and saw the red jackets. The police were marching 
m front. The Orangemen were very tolerably armed, but there were women and children ' 
m cars beside them. The women said, as tbe Queen’s troops have taken it, it is to be 
Queen s hill, not Dolly s Brae any more. Saw a lot of men with bayonets under their coats. 
Saw a man, about five or six o’clock, waving a green flag, and another behind him waving, 
a white one. I remarked, there will be a shindy there yet. The Roman Catholic clergy-' 
man told me they had done then- host, and there certainly would be peace The Orange 
men came up. Hill and his party were in front, and the Enniskilleners in the rere, and the 
13th Dragoons followed, and wc followed them. My company was on the extreme rere. 1 
heard pop, pop. Never had the slightest doubt that those shots came from the hill I 
should say there was a good thousand of the rebels there. They were in excellent position : 
m two parallels. A volley came from the hill. Wo saw a body at the extreme left who 
fired at us. Rone of the balls took effect. Janns was ordered up the left of the hill. I 
was ordered to take prisoners. I made after one man. Took two prisoners. A shot was 
wm-d* diS 7 P A rt ri?° m a k° US i‘ ^ hey br ° u ght a little bo.y who was bleeding, who after- 
Another man was shot through the hip. I ordered all the arms to be destroyed 
them^^n? 3 ^ ^ y J es ~f ^ llad the ?. a]1 smashed. Ammunition was found on some of 
cartridges lmd ammumtl0n out of bis pockets; I saw several 

hi/Ctl fnS; Captahl dth my belief the *"> shots came from the 

y w re , accuratel 7> as they were near the road. I did not consider they 
greatL^numW ^ f °° ® aa to attacL The 0ran S e Party were better armed, and i l 

r I’d: srs 
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H h T§ U t0 that Reality, and that a company of the 9th 
should be left at Rathfnland. I heard that some men had gone through at night, armed 
towards Dolly’s Brae. I arrived at Mr. Beers’, andfonnd that the Rev Mr. Beere had been 
looking at some persons assembled on the hill with a telescope. I saw a number of persons 
moving along the side of Magheramayo hill. I wrote off to Fitzmaurice to request that the 
company shouid be brought from RathMand, which we had arranged sliould remain 
there. Captain Tighe was,, at Mr. Beers’, and said he would bring it. About eleven the 
constabulary who were sent for the occasion, most of them from Kildare, had arrived at 
Rathfiiland, and before that Sub-inspector Towers, head- con stable, and thirty-nine men ■ 
my own were there also. We got them into order there inside the road; the Orange 
party then arrived from Rathfriland, and a troop of the Emiislrilleners. I addressed all the 
■Orangemen ; they promised to keep perfectly quiet and not to fire a gun. Mr. Towers Mr 
Fitzmaurice, and myself went to Tollymore Park. Forty-five flags, one for each lodge ; they 
all passed before me. We went to the field; I saw a platform erected decorated with 
flags and Orange likes— a tent and refreshment. A bugle sounded after I was there a 
.little time; a man on the platform was playing “ The Protestant Boys;” there was a rush 
of the processionists to get round the platform. I saw Mr. William Beers attempting to 
speak ; they had drums, and shots were fired ; Lord Roden addressed them too. Lord 
Roden had Orange ribands about him. Mr. William Beers was decorated with 'an Orange 
riband, b. Beers, Captain Hill, were there in the tent. On our return I took the head of 
tlie procession ; we pursued the same course we came in the morning ; heard cheering, and 
saw some of them go back ; they appeared to. be in exultation at having made the pass, 
brancis Beers was with me. I halted the men when we got opposite the party on the 
full, and the procession passed. I entreated them not to fire a shot even for fun, and 
to maintain peace One man had a gun in his hand flourishing it, and another took it 
from him ; they had got drink in Lord Roden’s park. I heard the squib ; it struck me to 
have come from the bottom where the Orange party were proceeding. “ Good gracious,” 
.said 1, “ do you hear that ?” I saw two men with their coats off behind the fence, turning 
;rouncI as if they were looldng for some directions ; and I said at once, “ They’ll he at it now 
and I instantly saw two guns presented over the wall by those men, and they instantly 
fired. I presume they were fired at the tail of the Orangemen. A volley was then fired 
from the whole of the Riband party. The balls struck the ground where we were — several 
S ‘ shelter, men ; he steady,” said Fitzmaurice. Firing became general from both 

“ de ®* • § ue o f m J men got a ball through his cap. I asked Captain Skinner, “ Shall I take 
the hill ?” When I got up to the front wall I saw 300 or 400 persons in the field, many of 
them seemed panic struck ; and I said to the police, “ A few men fire.” On the police getting 
into the field, I said, “ We have gained, the day, and have mercy and take prisoners.” One 
shot was subsequently fired by a policeman, and I was very angry with him. I went up 
to make prisoners ; some policemen called out, “ Look, but, what is behind.” I looked round 
and I saw the police presenting at a body of men crouched in, and arms lying on the 
ground quite close to them, pikes, pitchforks, and guns. I ran along the line with my 
sword; I said, “Not a shot,” and there was not. I saw a man about twenty or thirty 
yards up the field to my left presenting a gun towards me. I ran at him with my sword ; I 
heard a voice saying, “ Don’t shoot him ;” the man turned down his gnn, and then a police- 
man ran up and I. seized the fellow, and the bayonet went into my arm. It was Captain 
Fitzmaurice who said, don’t shoot him. I gave him to the policeman as prisoner ; we got 
eighteen pitchforks, seven pikes, and ten guns, all hut two loaded. I saw two or three 
persons lying wounded near the fence — three men. The Orangemen kept firing away 
from below, and some few stray shots came from above. Mr. F. Beers and Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
came up and said, “ There is melancholy work going on below ; they have fired the houses.” 

I did not see an Orangeman fire a shot — -though many of them did; discovered a large 
quantity of ammunition behind the fence — powder, balls, and cartridges. I stated to the 
magistrates the day previous to the 12th at my house, that I thought it would be foolish 
to keep the force in Rathfriland, as if there was a collision it would be at Dolly’s Brae or 
that neighbourhood. . I brought the prisoners to the road and had them handcuffed. I 
saw the people bringing down some of the wounded from the hill towards the wall. I saw 
an old woman brought up shortly afterwards with a bruise on her forehead; she was very 
.old and a great object. I did not see Captain Skinner to my knowledge till the 12th 
July. I heard about a week before that the Orangemen intended to go by Dolly’s Brae. I 
had my fears, and represented them to the Inspector-general. I always call on the magis- 
trates before any occasion where there is an extra force required ; upon any day at which 
any thing remarkable occurs I always obtain the attendance of the local magistrates, to 
^ 0 directions for the disposal of my force. I had two local magistrates, and 
Mr. Scott told me it was useless to send to Mr. M ‘Mullen, as he was unwell. He is the 
only Homan Catholic magistrate in the district. The magistrates who met at my house 
gave the directions as to the disposal of the force. I believe every measure taken was 
calculated to preserve the peace, and I had no obj'ect but to protect both parties and 
preserve them from doing injury to each other. I was given to understand that the 
Orangemen would go out with such force as would overawe all opposition ; Mr. Jordan 
told me there would he twenty-four lodges at Ballyward church on the morning of the 
..12th. I heard that it was in contemplation to oppose their going over the road. I never 
saw a. procession which was not armed, either Riband party or Orange for years past-J- 
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armed to the teeth. I suggested to have the police and military attend the Orange party, 
lest any foolish party would break the peace. It never occurred to me till I saw the party 
armed in the field, that it would be more prudent to hinder the Orange party from going 
that road at all. I had ascertained before the 12th July, 1848, that the Orangemen 
intended to pass through Dolly’s Brae ; they did not pass Dolly’s Brae, the police were 
stationed at Dolly’s Brae ; they went the new road, and I stationed myself with the police 
in the same way in front and rere, just as I did last July. Military and police then 
escorted them from where they met me, and I returned. There never was a collision to my 
knowledge in this neighbourhood before, between Orangemen and Catholics on the 12th 
July. I heard an opinion that the same system would be followed, that sometimes beforo 
occurred, namely, that houses would be wrecked by the contending parties. A part of 
Magberamayo belongs to Mr. M'Mullen. I never knew of any procession being obliged to 
take a particular road. The Orangemen were on the old road in the evening returning 
home before I came up to them. I had forty-five men under my command, some had 
twenty-two round and some had twenty; eighteen shots had been fired that day. I did 
believe that we would have been cutoff to a man, if we had not fired. Some of the 
prisoners were of that locality, all within a circle of three or four miles ; there would not 
have been the slightest disturbance if they Lad not then been collected with arms in their 
hands. The houses were wrecked of the Homan Catholics at Tullyorier, on the 13th 
February, at a funeral of an Orangeman attended by 4,000 or 5,000 people. The Catholics 
staid in their houses like peaceable subjects before the funeral ; a few panes of glass were 
on that occasion broken in the chapel. I halted the body at each house on the return 
from the funeral, and no injury was done. Repeatedly reported to Government the pro- 
priety for many years past of putting a stop to those party processions. 1ST ever knew 
Mr. F. Beers to march with the Orangemen except as a magistrate. 1 never knew Mr. 
Beers show his partiality in any way in acting as a magistrate. I breakfasted with Mr. 
Beers and with Mr. Scriven ; we had conversations about the persons on the hill, and they 
were of opinion that there would not be opposition to the passing of the Orangemen. 
The Rev. Mr. Beers spoke of Lord Roden, and that it was fortunate the lady was recovered ; 
he went with the procession; he had decorations in the park, hut I did not see any decora- 
tions with him on the road ; he came backwards and forwards during the march ; they had 
come from beyond Rathfriland ; many of the poorer classes were there, vast numbers 
having arms ; many poor persons have guns at all sides. Orange lilies were on the arch 
over Lord Annesley’s ; there were forty-five’ lodges, each commanded by its own master. 
I wrote to the Inspector-general before, asking him to hinder the march ; did so on 2nd 
July, requiring a large force; the result was, that two magistrates, and four officers, and 
forty-five constabulary were sent. On the evening of the 1 0th instant the two magistrates 
came ; we went to ascertain what was best to be done. I remember Mr. Beers attending a 
Riband meeting to _ keep the peace; they walked in arms in procession. Men wero con- 
victed for the meeting of Tullyorier. I did not apprehend danger. Mr. Scott said to me, 
that it would be most important to see Mr. M'Mullen, as he was a Roman Catholic 
magistrate, and he and Mr. Fitzmaurice actually went out to Mr. M‘ Mullen’s. Rathfriland 
is distracted by party proceedings, and he always acted with perfect impartiality. My 
only mistake was not swearing the informations. 

Mm Kirby Mountain, Sa-geant- Major of tht EnnisHlloners.—l was behind, under 
the command of Major White in the evening. The first thing which attracted my 
attention was smoke from the hill. I hoard a report — a very light one. After this 
squib, which appeared as if there was no ball, I saw two men come down from the 
party on the hill and fire towards the road— after that a volley from the hill. I had been 
looking to the hill previously, and saw it (meaning the squib) distinctly from the hill. I 
saw a volley from the hill, and then the firing became general. I don’t remember seeing 
any carts with grass in them. Major White was at the head. The rcre of tlio Orange 
party was opposite to the place where the smoke came from. The Orange party extended 
half a mile m length. The distance was so far I could not see who fired the squib ; hut I 
saw a man after the smoke was cleared away, about the smoke, who returned to the ranks, 
oergeant Sutcliffe was beside me. 

R%ch ar d Jeffreys, Enniskillen Dragoons.— First, there was a shot that came midway 
JL W J en on tllG left side of the road — half way between the hill and the road, 

still, from the road; a second that came immediately after, and a third— that a volley followed 
a terwards from the hill. I was elevated, and could see better than Major White 400 or 
ouu yards, -there was no ball in it. It was more than half way up from the road 

immediately IreWd! ’* ^ ° T ° ^ h ° USe8 ' After tto volle y from the ™ tLe &e ™ 

? m i? killen Vvagoms.-l was with Major White. I was descending 
1 „“ U aft f ™“'S top of it. I heard the squib, and saw the smoko coming 
between fifty and eighty yards down .the bill ; but it was between the road and the body 

J W ?7 h0 ‘- rere of the °™go body was a couple of hundred 
yards. I heaid a second shot and a Hurd one; and then I saw two or three people 
running back to the body. An interval was between the second and third shots a 

■ second shot /ed™/ ° r tll!rty ? arda bctween the place where the first shot and 

SmTd h *• died 1 ® aw Orangemen m the fields, 1 was keeping them off. I heard 
..some diopping observations that the damned Orangemen would not pass back so safely. 
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Alexander M Mullen.— -X am a magistrate. Mr. Scott las always acted with me I hare 
always seen him mixious for the peace of the country. I was satisfied with his conduct I 
mentioned to Mr. Scott, that if there were any attempt made to pass through Dolly’s Brae 
th w-o- 0uM r^-' > r V , e f 1 °? t ' dld n °t know what road they would go. J 

Wilkam Hatfield. I was in company of troop of light dragoons; heard the squib, but 
can t say where it came from I was m rere of Ac Emiiskilleners in front of the 9th. The 
toLSeil ; T 1 tllou S M the squih was in front of mo. I heard the volley 
womsn ? J } f « , 1 a S“°A mal V houses burning. I saw policemen bringing an old 

Wooil ‘ f he iwli A ^ 1Iet , camo anct 8tmck the ground in rere of me. It was 
perfectly necessary that the police should go up the hill 

. Massimberd. — I heard a volley first, and did not hear the squib— one or two 

S£o?I“5 “ ^ ““ ™ ^ SecessaT&rZ 

Francis William Janns.—W e were located, on morning 1 2th, with Mr. Curry and twentv- 
y ® kigh ^ at the right-hand side; one head-constable and twenty-two men 

andTd hera T y f 0> and l he " vd the shots S and was descending the hill, 

and did not hear what was called the squib. The shots came from the hill. Mr. Scott told 
mo he would give no orders, as he was not in command. He asked me to take a gun from 
lnm which was m Ins hand ; I said I would not. He asked me what ho could do with it • 
S. 1 ^ S T C f y ? m ' self ^ th lt< ” T He ? en T turned *>™a called on me to ascend the 
lull , seeing Mr. Tabuteau coming up, I said, “I must wait for orders from Mr. Tabuteau;” 
he was displeased. I called out, “ Come and head my party aud I will go.” Mr Corrv 
made the same request, and ho refused. Mr. Tabuteau came up and directed me to 
go up and dislodge the party on the top, and my party did not tire a shot. 1 saw the 
houses in a blaze, and proposed to the head- constable to go down. We were going down 
and were ordered to stay there. I saw one wounded on the road. I saw a man on the 
road wounded; was coming from the field to the road, Denis Murphy, probably a 
spectator. I saw Mr. Scott the next moment with a man holding him by the coat • he 
asked me, “Are you now under orders of the stipendiary magistrate ?” aud said, “I had not 
seen Captain Fitzmaurice ;” and I passed on to the men who were in advance. I never 
understood that he asked me to take a person into custody. He had a man by the collar. I 
never heard him say, to take the man into custody. Some stray shots from the hill. Mr. 
Scott was with another party officer of the district. Mr. Shaw did not communicate to me 
the threatening notice. I was sorry to see you displeased. 

Andrew Kuld.— I was present on the evening of the 12th instant. I heard Air. Scott 
ask Mr. Janus to take charge of an old gun ; Mr. Janus told him he could not take it, and 
to protect himself. 

James Hamilton gives the same evidence as the other witness. 

George Fitzmaurice.— I was specially sent to keep the peace from Roscrea. I arrived on 
the evening of the 10th. Mr. Hill and Air. Scott told me the local magistrates were to meet 
the next day; and I said, Iliad orders to communicate with them* Wc met Mr. Scott Air. 

Beers, and Major White. Mr. Hill said, if any thing occurred it would be at Dolly’s Brae if 
the Orangemen wont over that way. I saw a great number at Mr. Beers’— men, women 
and children, half armed. Air. Scott and I both said to Mr. Beers, “ Would it not be well, 
if there is a chance of a collision, to hinder the Orangemen from going that road ?” and Air’ 
Beers said, it was out of the power of man to do it. "If that he the case,” said I, “ let me go 
on with the constabulary and military ;” and he added, “ I don’t think any thing unpleasant 
will occur ;” he came on, and had no badge or decoration. Rev. Mr. Morgan and Mr 
Mooney camo up, and asked if there was a magistrate there, and said, they hoped the 
Orangemen would not fire a shot — that they should he spoken to ; for, if a shot is fired 
the Catholic party will think it was intended for them, and had results will occur. Air. 
Alooney said, they have all promised not to fire a shot. From 500 to 800 people were 
perceived by me, to our left, armed. Air. Hill aud the other gentlemen begged of the 
Orangemen not to fire a shot, even in fun. Air Morgan came up and addressed us all, and 
saul.it would be well to prevent their coming back tliis way— “Surely,” said I, “if there is any 
other way to return, they could not think of that.” Air. Morgan spoke to Air. Beers, who 
said he had no influence with them. Mr. Scott said to me, “ It would bo well for you and me 
to go on to Lord Roden, and to ask him to interfere;” wo accordingly drove on through the 
town. Scott, Hill, Beers, and I then drove oil Mr. Scott’s car to Bryansford. Lord Roden 
came up to me in the demesne. Air. Scriven was there ; he had an Orange ‘sash. Mr. 
Scriven introduced me to Lord Roden, and spoke to Lord Roden requesting him to interfere, 
and told him of the formidable party we saw on the hill. I told Lord Roden it would be 
most desirable if they were to go back over another way, and that I would be obliged to 
him to speak to them to that effect ; he said, “ I fear I have no influence with them ; I 
shall, however, speak to them ; I shall also speak to Mr. William Beers, the grand master, 
on the subject, to interfere with them.” I thanked his lordship. Air. Scott and I went 
round the different respectable people, and spoke to numbers on the impropriety of going 
back that way ; they all agreed it would be better to go back the short way. I was certain 
they would have come back some other way. Air. Scott got off the car when we found 
they were going along the old road, and begged of each, as he passed, to give no insult or 

fire a shot, and they promised to do so. Mr. Morgan was keeping back some people 

women principally. Mr. Scott went up to him, and we proceeded on. I was under the 
impression that all was over and was going away; but Air Tabuteau said “No, don’t, as I see 

D 
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a "body of men farther on.” We went on, and a Roman Catholic clergyman rode up against 
us, and said, “ Allis quiet,” and he rode on. I got up to Mr. Hill till all had passed on, and 
,we fell in, and I heard a squib. My opinion was, that it came from the road, from the 
Orange party; sound indistinct. Immediately after I saw a movement on the hill down, 
and two distinct shots came from the hill, and a distinct volley from the hill, and then the 
firing commenced. The rereof the Orange party had passed, but we were close after them. 
The balls struck the ground in front of us from above. They were firing at us from the 
top of the hill, and the Orangemen from the road. Mr. Beers was there, and Captain 
.Skinner. I got into the field, and saw one man present a gun at him, and then he threw 
down the gun, and I called out, "Don’t shoot him.” There was a tremendous fire from the 
road. I got Captain Skinner’s horse and rode down the hill. I saw six or seven Orangemen 
breaking in a house ; and I rode at them ; and I saw an Orangeman present a gun at a little 
girl running from the house ; he had no decorations on him. 1 can’t say whether he 
-snapped at her or not. I sode at him and said, “ You savage.” He then got in with the 
■others, and I said, “What are you doing;” and he said, “They are firing at us from this house;” 
I said, “ They are not ; go on.” They ran on to another house and broke the windows and 
struck the door. I think he had a fustian dress on him. I saw some papers coming out of a 
house on the new road. I rode at them. The men in it were throwing out books, and 
papers, and meal, and doing all the mischief they could. I saw four or five Orangemen 
running up the hill after two men. I rode up to them, and begged them to come back, 
and they did so. I heard there was a man lying dead on the road which I had come along. 
I said to them, “ Go and render him any assistance in your power;” and they said, “He is none 
of ours — he is an Irishman.” I rode back, and found a man lying quite dead on the road ; 
saw houses smoking and I passed up to Ward’s house. Mr. Scott was beating them away 
with some of the military, and said, “ It is better to continue to protect the houses.” When 
I arrived in the country my intention was to call on the local magistrates. I understood 
that Mr. Beers, Mr. Scott, and Mr. M'Mullen were the local magistrates of Rathfriland ; 
and my directions were, to communicate with the local magistrates. I have been stationed 
in Derry and Limerick. I was for twenty-five years in the constabulary. How, I certainly 
should have stopped the Orangemen from proceeding along the new road ; hut, from what 
I knew then, the course we adopted was what I then thought the most prudent. I 
stopped Orange processions in Coleraine, because I thought it injurious to the public peace. 
I n ®ver saw an Orange procession which was not armed in some way or other. I never 
saw so formidable procession as the present. I never saw the Orangemen use force against 
the authorities. I think it would have been a dangerous experiment to have tried to stop 
them. I never heard an expression from the Orangemen which induced me to think they 
would resist. I expected, that if a breach of the peace was thought likely, that an 
affidavit would have been made. Mr. F. Beers appeared as anxious as any magistrate to 
preserve the peace. At each house, they told me they had been fired at from the house, 
.thing wa s said about tbe Catholic party being armed while I was at Bally ward. Scriven 
is a c^ate, Irving in the-eounty of Derry. The dead man on the road was a large man, 
who, I believe to have been tbe idiot. He was shot through the head. The Orangemen 
were m groups oi from five to ten. I saw two groups. I saw shots fired at the chapel, 
and the dust flying off it. The panes of glass were broken. I did not see any thing in Mr. 
.bcott s conduct which gave me reason to think that he was not anxious to do his duty 
towards all. J 

Thomas James Tighe — I am a magistrate of the county. I was at Ballyward as a 
.spectator 1 took a note to Captain Fitzmaurice, and handed it to him. I remained at 
Ballyward, waiting for orders, till the battle began, and then went out and reached Ward's 
' ■}*!““ ^ efore rt ™ “J ur T ed - 1 8aw a louse on fire; I saw the people who set fire to it, by 
I ,, kn “ ol “ d the P e °Pj e away from it, but I cannot toll who they 
were , they belonged to the Orange party. I saw a wounded woman sitting on the edge 
her* she 34, n 7 ™ 4 * he school-house ; she was bloody about the head ; her sister was with 
fl' n er “f - r aud no mankind ; she died that night. I saw Kean 

» blood; he was wounded, and died since f lie was I qS 

5, “• tl - f 0rai « ei ? ai1 who was wounded in the hand was a shoemaker, living at Lackin 
about, thirty -years old. I am not of the Orange party. The mill belongs to Porter Tbe 

plsontmong the ?“* ^ BaU y ward Orangemen were there, hut I cannot name any other 
person among the procession, except Matthew M'Morland, who was running away at the 

billcame “bMbW +b ^ dreW “l at ‘ ention WM , tia * a fow of the party on the 
+ToI SSk A ’ 7*““® their wea l?° n s> to the front wall next to us ; they assembled alone 

m ° re t0 f the \ 1 ieard the ^ib, and saw the smo“eTl bS 

parties After the “°ther after that ; then the shooting commenced from both 

thrne was a woman CT' ™ ? k ' ougbt dowu from the hiU ' one of 13 ‘b told mo 
™r2 ™ l woman lying np in a house severely wounded, and the bouse in fiames ■ 1 and 

sZ™ ^d~ W te U ? “ d br0 --" gllt ^ ° ut othel^Swerel 

M where the Sb wks Was . C0 T mm S out »f her. We were opposite the place on the 

:r~siatv“ot a iwr not atten4i,is to 

oesfSns^eTrtt Catho } ic . Ctsrgyman . — During the existence of the Pro- 

only very A few ^OrwJorRih 01 ^ 0 oea8 , ed a »» a g the Roman Catholics ; 

y. y w Change or Ribapd men, who travelled on their particular days; 17 th March 
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Catholics from giving amoyaiice- and T told hiLT 1° m 7 exer , tio ? B to ^nder the 
promise him that there woul/be no 

jyjsiT «?“ s=m =sli ss 

ie mrned ^ id I ?*ulo of ^ “"‘'f ’ bn4 1 | earad t!lere m « ht ■» a collision before I 
the?Sd come down T f ”7*?° pr0ceed t0 s ' et tbe men who were on *6 MU down ; 

0°™ “own, a™ 1 1 ordered them to retire, and I went np to Dolly’s Brae I told 

any ft“t hftolt ?T d f} *, he peo P le t0 rotire f ™m the ?,iU, and that if there was 
Tabutean ‘I 10 "* 1 ; 1 1 ^oMd dp to promote peace that I was wiUing to do it ; Mr 

™oSl * *? S d 9 f *? persuade them not to fire on the Orangemen. I assembled the 

£3 UrSf i,i‘t 4 d be - m } ““f ‘°^ Te ‘ hem ad '' io °' tba ‘ 1 h “ d hoen speahing to a 
notbfno Sfear tW th l ^ 1 adv , Ise them not to fce '• 1 told them that they had 
“r®'" *«. 4b ? 4 4,le aditary and police were there, and that if an attack would be 

S K XntTey wonM U A 8 prote ( f ed ; F« miBe “ that they would not lire on the 

viangemen it they w ould not fire on them ; I think a great number were stramrerq • +w 

t0 re J r ® the fence, they refused. I said I would go to meet the Oranse 

SSTSt^ 1 dKl - S ° ; + r W Ml 'i F ltzmam ' ico ’ and 1 told Km »y fear of a collision, and 
nVfiL flm? andCT.boTn 0111 not ,^ a . “ 1ho Orangemen if the Orangemen would 
&e £ *“’ d4,,e '’“-r gladrfthe Orangemen could he persuaded not to 
that effect J mdI r pp- eated the same to Mm; he told me that directions to 

eyery mmt not to Ire® Aft”?, I 5 !? ” P * "T a “ d told bim t0 “t™ bao1 “ d «“«on 
eyery man not to file. After that I rode on and returned hack to the MU, and the nroees- 

tte womm 0e i' s »I S11W n Mr ' Bm '“ BOme oftbe ” ,en t0 iinder them from coming to 

M ae ditch h come and seize a Catholic, who was stretched 

San from threw' ! ' “re V r f < l" eBtetl Mr. Mooney to run down, and I prevented the 
mSnnHc « » S V* 0 ™ wMi hff lmd taken np after he was seized. Mr. Tabuteau was 

that wav ol?it Ir ' , 6 “' S ' f d H “a*" 11 Mr ; , Bcers better the procession would return 
that way or not, saying he wished it could bo prevented; Mr. Beers said he had no 
mfhienco to prevent it I went down to the body and desired them to keep togethei aid 
not to straggle out. I gave a man £1 to get bread for them, to prevent them going to 
pablio-hoiuea and getting intoxicated. When I saw them take up their positioif oi/the 

ShadW^l 1 -^ * Ml '- T abuteaU and Said 1 feared ^ woxiltf he a colhsion! 

d b k ^t 11 ” P ronuse » and were, as I feared, under the direction of some ill-dis- 
witWl PeiS< r+’ and I , re<1 v eSte< ? lnm t0 accom pa-ny the Orange procession, on their return 
Td stTd I wlSd^o riT mdel ’ iis I «« made one more S; 

hetterto ston II Tlfuv.t the . a « d persuade them; I afterwards though! 

mi S | nd Ml ' ; Moonei ' *° ad ™° them > and stood with Hill 
to pievent women or foolish persons from giving annoyance. I began to tret more alarms 

Tn theLorniiS 6 ° f in the OTenin «» not behaving so well as they did 

; ,, 01nm S » seveial would shout, <( There’s a priest,” and said “ To hell with a nriest •” 
and the pope got the same ; but the great bulk behaved very well, and I observed some 

abnlld us 6 bX an< lTlI 1 ' 08e i i*'*? 0044 aS “ Sted me “ kee Pi”g the women, and they 
abused us both. I followed after the precession to prevent any person coming in the rere 

eftanrarSTXtai rV h h aI<1 f °f u ' dro PP ill S sIlote when i approached the MU, and 

attei wards a shaip discharge. I saw the polico advance up the Mil, and some distance 

wC d tho MliS“IntfT S W ’? m 1 t00lc t0 te ,°™8 c ®a>- P I saw men and boys run from 
mi^fi™? i n4ered i andI one man faU near- the second ditch ; I saw one pohee- 
I taw Patrick King's mother in the entrance of the Lose, 
i • %. and I 1 a ? 0mt ®d her ; she told me her head was broken with a chair. Patrick Kin g 
Mmsetf was lying dead m the field beMnd Ms own house; he was “si “2 

r™flfaTo a fblol7 en t dOW i 1 md att 1 e " d6d the old Tom an oaUed Anno Tratoor, and saw 
riS M 1, IS T I™ P, r r | W ” h °" Se b T ed 0Ter her hoad i slle ™ speechless, 
thhlfrt of it wh^b ™ *u lllp T J am ? rB Wlfe ' wbo was 11180 “jarod, in her o4i house, 
weU OOTditd mi T lb b4toe f. I ™L°" 40 Jolm Wal ' d ' s ' ^P Trarnor is a very 
hlfer dead a d wTT 4 ,, 40 Johll . W J ard ’ 8 ' a “ d p aaw, in the yard, a bullock or 

balls threli, tbfe^v d d 7n bl00d ' mad ows wrecked ; marks of great numbers of 
a neltdeafoftbill ® aad , floor ' a,)d llIS sto P wrecked, and the liquor on the floor, and 
iStf ill ®b B re aab ? d ' a ? d a do « »iot. I then went to the Rev. Mr. Kelly, my 

Sen Ml Jf tv n re 6 y d f ?™ d Hs windows ^ ™ aBbed . a ” d d °or 

on the remlwred re roa Kh his settle-bed, and into a cupboard, and through a coat hanging 
the slates M B ouud 4 b f a re bs °^ kullet8 inside the chapel, and five or six shots through' 
the- slates. Mr. Beers exerted himself to keep the peace as much as he could. : • 

D 2 
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James Sill. — I saw a cart with the Orangemen, but I had no reason to know whether 
there were arms in it or not ; there appeared lumps like loaves of bread. The Orange 
party were about twenty yards in advance. I cannot say of my own knowledge whether 
there were any strangers with the Catholic party, though I believe there were. 

Timothy Tierney , 9th Foot . — I am under command of Captain Cubitt ; I was with his 
company, and had ascended the hill sufficiently to see before me. The Enniskilleners were 
behind. * I saw the burning of the houses, but 1 was coming a different direction, and did not 
seethe beginning. We were at the cross next the post-office, and the first thing we heard 
was two shots, about a minute interval between them. We heard constant firing then. 
The Orange body were thinking to get back ; they were firing from the road as they were 
going along. We saw no enemy to fire at except the houses. We were keeping them 
before us, and they tried to get back. We saw an Orangeman who was wounded on the 
car. I saw the party attacking Ward’s house as we were coming back ; the persons who 
did so belonged to the main body. I saw the party from the same body firing at the 
chapel ; I saw some persons firing at another house at the right-hand side ; the whole 
body were firing, one by one, as wc went along. Mr. Scott, was with us at the time ; ho 
was close to me. He is a magistrate, hut he gave no directions to take prisoners ; if he 
had directed us to make prisoners, we could have done so; hut I think they would liavo 
resisted, and the body was so strong, there would have been a deal of lives lost. I was in 
the front of my own men. The Orange party were doing all they could to get hack. Mr. 
Scott took a gun from one man, and said to him, “ Do you know who lam? I am a 
magistrate.” The other replied, “ I don't care a damn who you are. If there were 
thirty men of my kind, wo would go back in spite of the army.” lie was made a prisoner. 
Mr. Scott gave him up in charge of us ; Mr. Scott deshed us to let him go, and the man 
then walked on ; he told Captain Cubitt to let him go. About sixty men with us ; they 
were more stubborn than pigs. Mr. Scott got a sup of wine from some person just before 
we took the man ; the man who was arrested by Mr. Scott had a frock coat on. 

Patrick Connor . — I was on the road that evening. One of the body before me ran into 
the fields towards a house ; be had a firelock, and a bayonet on it. * Mr. Scott told him 
to come hack, or, if he would not, ho would order the soldiers to fire on him. He said 



that was more than ho dare do ; he turned about to come back to his party. Mr. Scott 
spoke to them to force them forwards, and to hinder them from doing mischief. Captain 
Tighe gave no directions that I heard. We hurried forward the moment wo heard the 
first shot, and lost no time in doing all we could. I saw them put the muzzles of their 
guns into liay-stacks. 

Georye Cubitt [re-examined]. — I saw Carroll the soldier, to whom I referred in my evi- 
dence, yesterday in hospital, and be is unable to come here ; he told me he could give no 
further information than I coulcl myself, as lie was excited at the time, and that bo took no 
prisoners. .The man whom Carroll had down on the ground appeared to me to be drinking at 
a well, and it was to force liim forward. We could have taken prisoners if wo bad been 
directed, but our object was to hinder destruction,- and I had flanking parties in the fields. 
I got no orders from Captain Tiglie, except to load and get on. 

Robert Bright. — I know nothing more than tlie other soldiers who were examined. 

. David Franklin — I was with Captain Darling’s party, and followed the Enniskilleners. 
The first thing I beard was a shot ; it was not a squib ; it was followed by a volley, and a 
few balls passed over our heads, but the firing was between the Threshers, police, and 
Orangemen. I did not see any firing directed 'at our party, nor do I believe that it was. 
I cannot say where the first shot came from. 

Francis Charles Beers.— I am an Orangeman, but I do not bold any situation mvself 
among them. Previous to I2tli July I was in Dublin. I wrote to Sub-inspector Hill to 
inform mo if he could ascertain what the intention of the Orangemen on the 12th was. 
He informed me in reply that bo bad ascertained they intended to meet at Bally ward 
church on the morning of the 12th, which is about a quarter of a mile from my house, and 
that they were to proceed over Dolly’s Brae to Tollymore Park, and requested, if possible, 
tba £. 1 ^ oud bc m tllc C01mtr y at the time. I did not answer him, hut immediately I went 
to Sir Dunean M- Gregor, who is at the head of the constabulary, to request of him' to make 
such arrangements with the force at bis disposal as would preserve the peace. He then told 
me he had received communications from Mr. Hill, and the other sub-inspectors of the 
locality, and that he had sent fifty men to Mr. Hill at his disposal, and also that the Govern- 
ment had been called upon to send a number of military into the locality. I remained for 
a ?rS5 ! W0 n A i 1 . 1 "’ a " d on Monday the 9th I. arrived at my own house. I did answer 
Mr. Hill by asking him to breakfast with me on the morning I should arrive, to consult with 
him what would be the best arrangement to make for the disposal of the force under his 
Sf u • 1 COnC . lud ? d .^ vt l ould be better t0 at Mr. Hill’s, and having heard that Mr. 
M Mullen v as seriously ill I did not mention bis name. I did mention the other rnagis- 
tiates. Mr. M Mullen and I have for years acted together as magistrates with the greatest 
cordiality I went to Patlifnland on the morning of 11th; Mr. Hill, Scott, and Fitz- 
maunce shortiy after arrived We made our arrangements as to the disposal of the force 
toi the 12th precisely as Mr. Hill lias stated, and it was approved of by all parties. I asked 
Mi Hill to come out earlier. I had ascertained that it was arranged by some one that the 
Oiangemen should come m at one gate of my demesne and out at the other. Mr. Hill 
arrived at about eight o’clock, and waited there till the procession came up. I walked 
down the avenue, knowing that Mr. Fitzmaurice and Mr.. Scott were to occupy the pass. 
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I met them. We joined Hill, with the police drawn up in front of the horse. I had 
Been a number of men assembled on the side of Magheramayo Hill, to whom I drew Mr 
Mill s attention. We saul we wished we had ordered the infantry from Rathfriland and 
we sent for the troops in Rathfriland. Captain Tighe came up, and volunteered to be the 
bearer of the despatch ; came hack immediately. I consulted with him as to the ananee- 
ment of the troops and police. . It was agreed that the police should go at the head of the 
eavalry, m front of the procession. I took the head of the police, with Mr. Fitzmaurice 
ancl Mr. Scott, and we proceeded towards Dolly's Brae. I saw the body who were drawn 
up along the hill shoulder some guns and pikes, &c. I stopped and spoke to the Orange- 
men as they passed, and said, “Be quiet — not a shot — conduct yourselves properly.” I 
then ran on to resume my former position, and reached the head of the procession where- 
the cross-road is ; I found a number of women there. They were speaking very wickedly. 

1 felt very anxious lest some of them should throw a stone at the procession, and that there 
would ho a breach of the peace. I saw a man standing at one side whom I knew, named 
Finnegan. I called out, “Finnegan, come and help me to keep tlieso people back.” I 
kept (the whole time the procession was passing) in front of the women, going up and down, 
and 1' lnnegan assisting mo to keep the peace. I -was exhausted, as the procession was very 
long. I recognised a man of the name of Adams walking alongside of the procession, hut 
not with it. Some of the Orange party appeared excited by the language of the women, 
and I called on Adams to aid us both. He did so, and kept them quiet. A girl stooped 
down to take up a stone, and she swore she would jop out his brains. I said to her,. 

" U P°n my honour, I will kiss you, if you don’t throw down the stone.” The man passed 
on, and was succeeded by another, and she instantly dropped the stono. I continued till 
the last man had passed. They were going on in lodges with women and girls, and I saw 
carts, but I can’t say whether any amis were in them. I then went on to the top, and met- 
Messrs. Morgan and Mooney. Mr. Morgan introduced me to Mr. Tabuteau. Tabuteau 
asked me whether there would be a possibility of preventing them from returning the- 
same way. I told him my influence was not sufficient to effect any such thing. Tabuteau- 
then said, “ My prudent course will be to remain here.” Mr. Morgan asked me whether I 
could form an opinion at what hour they would be hack here from Tollymore Park. I 
said about four or five o’clock. I was left alone, and ran on, supposing that the police were 
in front, till l came up with the tail going in at the back entrance gate of Lord Anncsley’s 
demesne. I got on as fast as I could along the procession till I reached the other gate. 
After I passed the whole procession through the town I reached thepart where my jaunting- 
car was, and drove in front to near Tollymore-park gate. I got off the car, and ran on to 
ask the porter what arrangements Lord Roden had made, I was told that Lord Roden had 
ordered them not to enter the gate till he was apprized of it. The procession was halted out- 
side the gate. When I entered the gate, I saw Lord Roden coming up on horseback. He passed 
through the gate to tlio front of the procession and then the procession moved through the 
gate with Lord Iloden in front, in company with Mr. Wm. Beers, Mr. Jordan, and others, on 
horseback. My brother William was outside the gate when I reached it, and the rest came 
up with tlio procession. They proceeded down to the park house, and I next saw Lord 
Roden at his door, with some ladies. The procession passed the hall-door, in the circle, 
and proceeded down through the demesne. A lady was seriously ill, and they passed without 
noise, and then went along to the barhacan gate, where there is a large field on the right-hand 
side, where they entered. I went in nearly with the front of the body. There was a plat- 
form about the centre, and a marquee below. Tlio procession got out of order, and 
interspersed over the field. I soon after saw Lord Roden come into the field. I informed 
him that I was happy all had passed off so far quietly. I had not heard of the threatening- 
letter sent to Mr. Shaw. He asked me to go down to take some lunch. Fitzmaurice, Scott, 
Towers, Hill, and myself, were there. 1 remained for some time. Lord Roden said it 
would he well to got them ready to return home ; and said, “Do your best with them to 
caution them to keep the peace, and conduct themselves properly.” I did immediately go 
round as many as I could get to stand to talk to me, to conduct themselves properly. 
Shortly after I heard a shot ; I ran in the direction to ascertain who it was who had fired it. 
I could not find out. Two respectable men with sashes brought a fellow up a prisoner, 
about sixteen or eighteen, crying, very much frightened. I told him I would put him in the 
hands of the police; he said he would behave himself if I would let him off. Heard the 
bugle, and saw the rush towards the platform. I tried, but could not get near it. I saw 
Lord Roden and my brother on the platform, hut could not hear what they said. I think 
I saw a car with beer in it. I saw nothing else given to them. I saw no barrels with beer 
or liquor. They were about an hour and a half, or two hours, there. I saw them moving 
towards the gate and. getting into order, and then I ran as fast as I could. I did speak to 
several of the respectable party to try to induce the party to go home by the other way. 
I did so because 1 knew the other was the hone of contention. I got on my car ; I went as 
speedily as I could to got. in front of the procession. When I entered the park gate I put 
on a riband, and kept it on while I was in the field, and took it off when 1 got out of the 
field. I proceeded in front of them till I got to the road at Castlewellan, which leads to 
the new road over Dolly’s Brae. I saw Hill with his men advancing in double quick ; he told 
me he was going to get a head of . them, and said come along.; and we ran up the steep hill 
till we got to the head of the procession. I did not make any attempt to induce them to 
take the new road ; I knew it would be totally useless. We got about 200 yards before the- 
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STiT ff P *T tle “““f 0f *® fr ?“ D °Uy's Brae ; and Mr. Hill halted the police and 

got them off the cars and waited till the procession came up ; we then proceeded in front 

w 6 Miherama™ E“£ 

hacl^l^ 16 ^fe^a^^ondu^^the^elTes^pr^oer^' ^Thoy 

ha] g“ P rV:lin^37o th“rere oYSm 1 ** “T" 

that two shots close tolfthei.. I saw the g Z p4ST™r' the W H^ta * TW 
dLnZm ttahffl, an^e°of1h1ZLt hit fo^m^Zk tte mKoT? 

fjr'T «« 

said lie was shot at liis own house. We brought Tnvn tS? 611 ^ ft ° m tllo 1 llollow - Tramor 
the same position on the road • and saw the 1 q?h n,, 0 tlie F'soners, and regained nearly 
house. I ran on then to get them to 

but I met Captain Tighe there • I asked lifm -a l i ^ 16 J P assed tlie cross-road, 
had come up. and saifsome mie coi.fw to unY'°Y Imd , aI1 bo told m ° h ° 
hand side of the road. A man came at the mUmm* 8 *™ h 0l,SB ' wIlIch "’as 011 the right. 
M'Comb, staggering up - I rSi ™»™nt from the cross-road, of the name of 

told him for a scoundrel to go home lh new theVell'n by tb °- an T d , shook llim ’ and 
day before, and told him if fc wi to be o t on tli S 1 ^ Hra the * 

After sending Mr. Tabuteau down the Leitrim \ T® “*? to 1)0 drunk 
when I got up to them Hill was comm* to mJ +1 ’ • 1 ietlu ” ed to where the police were ; 
loose ; and I got a cart for Trainor We m-ocureV ™ ,J? ckets - , \ saw a quantity of powder 
Castlewellan, and the prisoners to llathfrilinrl t* ai “Other, and 1 sent the wounded off to 
the hill ; they had sasEes ScS wSoats andThY^ ! r “ 8 “"? «P 

boy shot was there, but I did not see him shot ’ M,. To .1 * off : , ■ Sorao Ilad not - T ho 

Mr. Murphys were there I think lam +j Ir * Joi dan was riding at the hoad. Two 
head of the lodge. I have been thii+ffLT ™ tb ' y Trc I < V Mr ' Davidson was there at the 
four years ; grand juror fifteen ^twentT^eaEs'^fh 41 ' 146 1 i? Orangeman about twonty- 
Eibaud party, but 2 great muEy ZZ%2j^o™Z* ^ ^ *» 

Procession Act. It is no rule, to my kitowlertoe 1 S ' n 4 un ? th ® “»*enoo of the 
aware that arms were purehawd to have arms. I am 

have been purchased by Catholics as well during tlnEpre * *■ property, and that arms 
before me (this referred to July, 1SI8) and I ildf to^fl tf 1 ”" 1 ACt ' An affid avit was laid 
party, and told them I would Le Tpkrtfof Zmtjy ™dw P era0 “ «ted with the 
were prevented. Rice and Mr. Cray cSled to me the LZfy * pr< : T ® n I t * hem ’ and ™mbers 
1848, for the preservation of the nearr w ® S: “‘P* ‘V evening before the 12th July, 

that I thought it would end in a bottle of smokt tT >°1 aboilt , 1 a col J? i ™ upon the 12tii, 
the peace. Wo further effectual stop could bftakei to Zte^ rt b “* *° P rese ™ 
had been our object. In my belief more effect™] It P rote ®‘ th ® Orange party if that 
protect the houses on M-Mullen's pronertE ^ could not have been taken to 

stopping the Orange party would have mod tired ta , t011 ' ? t,]lm] r the intention of 

would have been lost. I do not believe P thev would hZ* J am sure that lives 

been read. I got the badge in Dublin an 1 took RwW d,s ? ersed lf tIle Biot Act had 
been in an Orange lodge fir twenty years ”n £ con J , m ? f P ocltet - 1 have not 

on the same day I got the intimation from Mr Hill inf * a no , te from ra 7 brother 
would pass by Dolly's Brae. I had laf ™>g mo that the Orangemen 

armed. I did not state to Colonel M'Sregor that°tl, led ff ° tha ‘ the 0ra ”S emen would he 
the morning of the 12th I think Mr Hill fold iu, 0l ' an / 6I1Mn would be armed. On 
town but Ihadnot heard from ^any oihef q ^tX^rnmT d T? ad B°? e tbro “g b HfflE 
I had a suspicion that the men on the MB had w, ™ r ^ r bad P“f ed t0 Doll y' s Brae, 
them, but what I could not tell I did no* weapons, for I saw something like poles with 

12th Wy 1848 that there w£a Thf,‘° 1 ^ To 

number of highly respectable personsf and™ nESber Ef 77° “ P™®® 8 ™" " great 

appearance. About 300 or 400 armed am JL f h ® ra wll ° bad not the same 

their muskets in my demesne. Hill ordered the P art I i Saw no one charging 

particular reason for not putting on my sash tto'da ‘fZ '? W demesne. I had no 
mormng of the 10th I went to my brofi's Z breakf 0.7 T a r Y* P 1 ® 0 ®' 0a 

arrangements that had been made ; and Z* Z 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ME. BERWICK’S NOTES OF EVIDENCE. 31 

I™ IT ? at . some of .T P“*r OH the hill were there from cm-iosity, and some of them 

^chonJOT 

part of *£££ wSL JS&SSSE 

before tL a Tfth m Maroh OU V5° T oe “? n Pf ™S "'ay- I only returned the night 

“PS ,, V™ “““• \ fonnd another body oommg to meet, with 4fes and drills 
shots h nTthi ta ™ e ^ “ d 5 ed . off - 1 la<1 tie P°hoe then. They toed off about seventy 
twl I *S °S, cas ' ou ' Dnnng the continuance of the Procession Act, I received instruct 
tons from the Government, but not either before or after. I did rise every 0 S 0 . in mv 
L'LT^ ‘kon-ornmgofthe 12th, for the preservation of the peace. I was afraid of their 
thafth™ 8 ’ aI1 d therefore I thought it a better mode to keep them all together. I did believe 
that he procession on the lift March was an illegal procession ; and I LVe little dS 
they thoimhtAtoy 011 0 “ [ thm ' e * “ blank here in my notes of one line] I believe 

«2llt ^ • f T ltnCl ’ an d therefore that they left then- houses, 

invited io. r : 1 “? a magistrate. 1 am grand master of the comity of Down. I was 

r gii l. enhehaff ? f T P n ' “ T T n * of »% last hy the district secretary, 
o! rwT „ ™ T alf of the Orange institution; I went; the high sheriff of the county 
™ on the 19th July; no one made any allusion to the 
transaction of the 12th July preceding except myself, and 1 now produce a paper with my 
speech, wlnoh I conceive to be a pretty fair report. I did say, on that occasion, the words 
lepoitedrospoetmg the blot, and also respecting the christening Dolly’s Brae King William’s 
S rofer to To f “ da £ ^ wba ‘ J to ’»*= of any words of exultation, but S 

o + t0 +i the t f ansactl0n a f a blot 011 tlie llarmcm y ■wliicli existed on the 12th of July- 
^l, v, Ti 1 ' e 1 f T enC ? i° the new n T a “ e &' iven t0 Doll y’ 8 B rae, I simply referred to it as a 
fact winch I had heard by report. I had heard that lives had been lost the next morning 
aftei the occurrence, but I had not heard the particulars. I did attend one day in court 
at petty sessions, where the prisoners were examined for a short time, hut took no part in 
fooee^ss. I did not attend the inquest. I did attend at Tollymore Park on 
Most of the people who came to Lord Roden’s park brought carts 
r]^f ea +i and ef ’ f nd , ch , ees S ; but Lor<i B°den had some barrels of small beer pro- 
vided for them. I ordered the Orange party, beforehand, to come by the old road : this 
was previous to the 12th July, 1849. Previous to the 12th July, 1848, I had a communi- 
cation with the Rev. Mr Morgan, and I told Mm that the Orange party intended to come 
by the new road, and I requested him to interfere with Ms parishioners to prevent a 
collision, as I heard they intended to have attacked them on Magheramayo while passing 
■ by the new road, which he promised to do ; but told me, at the same time, he had no 
influence over strangers. I also wrote to Mr. M<Mullen, proprietor of Magheramayo, to 
the same effect, to use his influence, and I got no answer. I did hear, after that day, that 
tne Catholic party had used contemptuous epithets respecting the Orangemen ; and I read 
rf^i > T» ne °* , son ° a pri° te( i by them, abusing the Orangemen respecting the pass of 
JJOiiy s jfrae ; 1 never considered it was more than a common report or braggadocio ; and I 
did not consider from any thing I heard that there would have been danger in the passing, 
m last July , by the old road over Dolly’s Brae. There was a good deal of excitement during 
the last few. months, in consequence of what took place between the parties ; but still I 
never conceived that there was any cause to dread a breach of tlie peace. When I ordered 
the Orange party to proceed by the old road, and previous to my meeting the party in 
.Lord Roden s demesne, I had no intimation made to me by any person, either magistrate 
or clergyman, apprising me of their contemplating any danger. I did not make any appli- 
cation this year, as I did last year, either to the Rev. Mr. Morgan or to Mr. M 'Mullen, 
respecting their assistance to keep the peace. I did not dream of any collision, or should 
have acted otherwise, because such tilings were so usual in this part of the country that 
we consider them idle braggadocio. The county secretary is Mr. Parsons of Newry there 
are ten or twelve district masters of the county ; several thousand Orangemen, at least 
upwards of 1,000, m the county. I don’t think their procession is calculated to create terror 
in the minds of the Catholics. . I gave no directions respecting their proceeding thereby 
with arms ; i leave it to their own discretion. In June the order was issued to Mr. 1 
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Tardina to proceed by the old road. I communicated to Lord Roden, a few days before 
tbe 12th July, the order which I gave to the Orangemen to proceed by the old road ; I 
communicated this to him either at my own house or at Tolly more Park. There were no 
arms with the party I came with. I was not, to my recollection, told, on the 12tli, that a 
body of men was collected at Dolly’s Brae. I had no conversation with my brother respecting 
the movements of the procession. About five or six barrels of beer were along the wall in 
■charge of some of Lord Roden’s servants or labourers, distributed to everybody there. Bis- 
cuits and cheese were provided by his lordship. I spoke from the platform. I congratulated 
them on their respectable and peaceable demeanour, and told them I hoped they would 
go hack in the same way they came ; I meant to convey to them to go back the same road, 
and in the same manner. I had heard nothing to cause me to change my mind. Most of 
the district lies between my brother's and Castlewellan and the mountain district, and I 
thought it the most convenient road, and it was for this reason that I directed them to 
return by the old road. I was not aware that there was anybody waiting on the old road. 

I think it was from myself that the intimation to proceed by tbe old road arose ; I mean 
that in June. Lord ltoden made a speech. I did not hear Lord Roden say any thing 
respecting Dolly’s Brae, or returning by that road, or not returning by it ; and he could not 
have said it without my hearing it. Mr. Scriven holds some situation in the Orange body. 
Nothing was said at the interview between Lord ltoden and myself about the Orangemen 
meeting at my brother’s. Lord Roden holds an office in the grand lodge ; hut I do not 
know that he belongs to a private lodge. My lodge is held in Newcastle, and was held in 
the month of June ; the subject of marching over Dolly’s Brae was not then referred to, nor 
;as to the .distribution of arms. I have a couple of guns and pistols in my house. My 
brother and Mr. Scriven had visited at Tollymore Park before the 12th. The platform 
was in course of preparation before the 12th ; but at that time it was 'intended for 
addressing the children of his schools on the 1 Oth. I asked Lord Roden to allow the 
Orangemen, in the latter end of the month of June, to meet in his park, and hoped lie 
would not shut his gates against them. I wrote to my brother, to Dublin, to tell him to he 
home by the 1 2th. They had tolcl me they intended to meet at BaHywarcl church. I was 
not asked, to the best of my recollection, to use my influence to make tlio people return 
by another road ; and I think it possible I could have induced them to tako another road 
if I had used my- influence with them. I spoke to Mr. Scott in the field ; but I was so 
fully occupied that I had not time to speak much to anybody. I do not know whether the 
Orangemen claim the passing of Dolly’s Brae as a victory over the Catholics. I went to 
another part of the country on the 13th or 14 th July, from my ow r n house, to the high 
sheriff, and remained for some days, and then returned for a night to my own house. Tho 
circumstances of the transactions of Dolly’s Brae were spoken of there, but not tlio exact 
particulars. I did not read in the newspapers, at the high sheriff's, any of the particulars. 
The reports were quite enough for me ; I heard many of tho circumstances. I had heard 
that old women were lulled, and some-houses burned ; and I saw in the papers that an old 
woman was rescued out of tbe flames. I did hear it reported that there was an idiot 
killed, and that they were all Roman Catholics. I do deplore it as a blot of tho most 
serious nature. Had I been aware that a collision was to take place, I would have used 
my best exertious to hinder it. I had nothing to do with the arrangement respecting tho 
meeting at Bally ward. I thought the Hilltown road was as dangerous as the Dolly’s^Brac 
road. There had been a battle, some } r ears ago, fought, or a collision, before my day, or 
near that day. All my orders on the 12th July, to the Orangemen, were to preserve peace 
nnd keep good order. All who came from the Newcastle side wore unarmed. No secret 
as to the names and ranks of the Orangemen. I was not of opinion that tho procession 
was an illegal one ; I mean that of the 12th July. I was told that the high sheriff told 
Chief Baron Pigott, at last spring assizes, that there was an armed body coming into the 
town of Downpatrick, and asked him what he should do, and whether he should order out 
the military ; and that the Chief Baron said, if he apprehended danger, or if there was 
•danger of a riot, or if he could get sworn informations even laid before him, then he might 
bring put the military ; but before tbe conversation was over the body had passed through. 
I received the invitation to the dinner in the month of June or July ; but certainly the 
invitation came to me before the 12th July; the advertisement was the 30tli June. 

George Curtis. — The report in the paper produced marked, is a faithful report of the 
speech made at the dinner by Mr. William Beei-s ; refers to the report in the paper marked 
by me (marked letter D). - 

Thomas Stanfield , Colour Sergeant , 9th Regiment. — I was under Major Wilkinson’s 
command. In tho evening the Enniskilleners and the 13th Light Dragoons were between 
us and tbe Orange party. We had mounted the rising ground sufficiently for me to see 
bemre at some distance, although not immediately at the dip of tho bill, and also to see 
behind us. I saw the body collected on tbe side of the hill — a great number, in rere of tho 
wall in line. There was a body also higher up the hill— a great body ; I should say about 
2,000 people— all armed in some way or another ; about 700 or 800 armed with guns. I 
judge of this number, not merely from what I then saw, but from the firing which was 
kept -up during tbe morning. After the Orange party passed first thing that attracted my 
attention was a snap as of a cap or squib ; to tlio best of my opinion it came from a cross- 
wall leading down from the wall towards the road — about fifty paces'from the road. It was 
a little above the gable of a house I saw the smoke rising from the" wall, though I did not 
eoe the person. I saw the smoko ; the rere of the Orange party had passed, and were about 
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thirty or forty yards before us, and we were nearly opposite the place where the flash came 
from. I saw no stragglers there from the Orange party. I hare no doubt that the person 
who fired the squib belonged to the party on the hill. I heard a shot from the wall. A 
volley followed from the wall before any firing from the road ; and then the firing became 
general from the Orange party and the hill. I should say there were from 1,000 to 2,000 
of the Orange party armed with firelocks. It does not strike me that there were more armed 
with firelocks in the evening than in the morning. I had not reached the place where the 
police were drawn up on the road then ; and I could see where the smoke of the squib came 
from as well as they, rather bettef. Got orders to halt and load. I was under Mr. Terry. 
I saw the police running up to the wall ; and the firing went on from behind the wall till the 
ponce got actually up to them. I saw the people running away up the hill in that field, 
and falling from the shots which appeared to me to be from the Orange party. There was 
a very heavy fire on the police as they were charging up the hill ; and I saw the police 
stop and fire. I am sure the police could not have dislodged the people from the wall 
without having fired the shots they did. I saw one policeman whose cap was struck with a 
ball, which must have come from the party on the hill. The Orange party had rushed up the 
hill and the fields to the amount of upwards of 200, all armed, and firing two or three shots 
each — in fact, the firing was general. I conceive, the taking of the hill by the police was 
as much calculated to save one party as the other ; the police were in danger from both 
parties. After they carried the first wall I saw one policeman turn round and present his 
firelock at some of the Orangemen, and tell them, if they did not go back he would fire on 
them ; this was done as the Orangemen were coming up, crossing the field, and they were 
turned back. The police did as much as they could to save life ; and more than I flunk 
the soldiers would have done. One of the men, who was wounded with a ball in the cheek, 
was a man whom I had seen in the morning, when I was stationed at Dolly’s Brae ; ho was 
not then armed, but he came up alongside of us, and was talking of the Orangemen being 
guarded like prisoners. I advised him to go home, and he said he would not ; but he 
would have the lives of three or four of them before he would go home that night ; and 
after he was taken in the evening, I said to him, “ Old gentleman, you ought to have taken 
my advice.” “ i am sorry,” said he, “ I did not; I did not think it would have come to this.” I 
saw a woman who was wounded, who had been taken, as I heard, by the police. I think, 
for the language the Orange party bore in the morning, the public peace would not have 
been in danger from the Orange party, if they had not been attacked. The wounded man 
had no arms in the evening ; he was between forty and fifty years of age. We heard the 
balls whistling, in the morning, from the party. I heard shooting, but I could not say 
from whom it came. I did not hear the noise of the squib ; I only saw the smoke. The 
Orangemen had some bayonets fixed. I saw several men on horseback ; they had deco- 
rations over their shoulders and on their necks ; they were among the body. I saw no 
appearance of persons having command. I saw carts with the procession. I could not 
•see what was in the carts ; cloth, I think, covered them. There were more than four or 
five carts. I did not see the carts guarded in any particular manner. The fee lin g of the 
Catholic party appeared very bad — I mean those who came up to us from time to time during 
the day. From 1,000 to 2,000 of the body posted in the day time, generally armed. They 
kept up firing from behind the wall and moving about. The cap I saw had the shot in such 
a manner as, that it struck me that the shot came from the lull. Mr. Morgan asked whether 
the party would come back in the evening, as he hoped they would — as they passed safe in 
the morning they would pass safe in the evening. When one of them fired off a pistol near 
Major Wilkinson, he ordered them off, and then the mau said, “ Come down, men, to your 
arms, we will give them something to do before evening.” The observation made to Mr. 
Wilkinson by Mr. Morgan, was about the same as stated by him ; I can’t say the words exactly, 
but it was to the effect he stated. The Catholics appeared to be determined to quarrel with 
some party. In my opinion, it was necessary for the Orange party to charge up the hill 
to put an end to the firing upon them ; if they had not done it, they must have stood on 
the road to be shot. One of my soldiers fired a shot, but he told me he was fired upon. 

Mr. Tabuteau [re-examined]. — I did not, nor did Mr. Skinner, communicate directly 
with the body in the field at any time in the day, except through the Roman Catholic 
clergyman. I think the statement of the last witness exaggerated as to the number who 
were armed at both sides. As well as I could calculate, I saw the persons passing, and 
reckoned them to be about 500, armed with pitchforks, pikes, and scythes, and half were 
guns. I don't think there were more than about a fourth of the Orange party armed. 
About 1800 passed. What the last witness said does not alter my opinion. Some of the 
parties came up peaceably. I was never in the army. 

Ijord Roden — The first thing I heard about the procession was about a fortnight before 
the 12th July. Mr. Beers, the Grand Master, waited on me, and told me the Orangemen 
were anxious to visit me on the 12th July, to show their attachment to me. I am Deputy 
Grand Master. After he stated this, I said that their coming would not be very acceptable, 
as I was come to a time of life which did not suit the noise and bustle of such a meeting, 
and besides there were invalids in the family, and that the shouting and noise would be 
irksome to Lady Roden. His reply was, that hindering them from coming as they expected 
would be a great disappointment ; and he must, if I refused, endeavour to get a field near 
Castlewellan, in which they could meet. I here thought a little, and said, “ I will not give 
you a positive answer for two or three days.” This was to William Beers. At the end of 
two or three days I wrote to him to call upon me. He called. I told him I had consi- 
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dered the- matter, and considering the disappointment which would be felt bj the Orange- 
men, and their intention of taking a field if I refused, and having the highest character and 
affection for the Orange body, I had come to the determination of allowing them to visit 
me at Tollymore Park, being certain they would be safer from molestation within my gates 
than anywhere else. The matter rested. Another motive which 1 had was, that in July 
last year there existed throughout some part of Ireland rebellion amongst a large portion 
of the population, and it was thought that the great body of the country were engaged 
in the desire for Repeal of the Union. I saw the great exertions which the Government 
were making to put down that rebellion, also that every loyal man in the country was 
anxious to assist the Government in that most laudable object ; and being held in the 
highest opinion of the humbler classes of the Protestants, and knowing their sentiments on 
rebellion and Repeal, I felt it most important that they should, at this period of difficulty, 
show their feelings and state their opinions in aid of the Government, for the suppression 
of rebellion. The 12th July, 1848, arrived : the meetings of Orangemen wore very exten- 
sive, and, as one of their body, I did not discourage such meetings for such purposes. The 
loyal and peaceable manner in which they conducted themselves on that occasion, and the 
union of sentiment which I held with them, made it appear to me that on the present occasion 
in this year, when they wished to pay me a compliment and a visit, it would be impossible 
and ungrateful to refuse it — hoping and having every reason to expect that the same 
happy results in their meetings which took place in 1848 would take place in 1849. 12th 
July having arrived, I met the procession at the entrance-gate to welcome them on their 
arrival. I had a field prepared for thorn. I met some of their heads, and amongst them 
Mr. "William Beers, at the gate, and stated to him how he was to proceed to the halldoor, 
where I would go on and wait to receive him, having previously told him that I trusted 
there would be no noise made by the procession in passing the halldoor, as a lady was 
lying in cholera up stairs, immediately over the hall. I sent my horse back to the stable, 
stood on the steps with ladies and friends of the family who were staying in the house at 
the time the procession passed by. They were a considerable time in passing ; different 
lodges of Orangemen ; about fifty lodges, composed of about 2,000 Orangemen, besides the 
women and families who accompanied them, and many lookers-on. They proceeded out- 
side the barbacan gate. I had desired a field to be prepared, where a platform was erected 
and a tent pitched, in which were some cold meat and luncheon for ladies and gentlemen 
who came to look at the assembly. I had had the annual fete for children and masters of 
the schools, who had dined iu the park on the 10th to the amount of 300 or 350. I had 
ordered in some small beer for their dinner, and in doing so desired that six barrels more 
should be taken down to the field of the same kind on the 12th. I intended this for any 
of the Orangemen who came to visit me, and had not brought provisions, together with 
bread and cheese, or biscuit. After having rested there for some time, as they seemed 
tired, as the day was hot, I met Mr. William Beers, and begging him to see that the proper 
•persons who wanted small beer got it, and some observations as to the scenery and the 
happiness which appeared to prevail, I told him that in my way up from the houso some 
gentlemen stopped me and introduced me to Mr. Fitzmaurice, who was the magistrate 
sent down to Ratlifriland ; that Mr. Fitzmaurice said that in coming there that morning 
they saw a number of armed men along the road in the neighbourhood of Dolly’s Brae, and 
that he had begged me to use my influence in preventing the procession from returning 
the same road; upon which I said, “Don’t you think it would be better to get them to go 
the new road home ?” upon which he replied, “ There will be no danger, and it would be 
impossible, or impracticable, to go the new road, as there would be a split.” I felt, with 
my view of his meaning, that his answer was so satisfactory, that I did not push that point 
any further, hut felt anxious to take an opportunity of addressing the people from the 
platform, m order to impress upon them, in the strongest manner, their duty to proceed 
home quietly, and in the manner in which I had seen them come. I then “went on the 
platform, soon crowded by numbers. A bugle sounded amongst the people in the field. 
I saw several Roman Catholic neighbours who were looking on, and 1 believe there was 
not a word of insult or unkindness used by either party towards each other. Mr. Boers 
rT iV 6W wor( * s ’ ant * to ^ I wished to address them. I then addressed them. 
[Lord Roden here reads his speech, which he afterwards handed to me, marked letter E 1 
I left the field, and saw them collecting to go home. About 300 were armed with guns. I 
did not say a word about their going home by Dolly’s Brae, in consequence of the observa- 
tion of Mr. Beers. Mr. Tabuteau told me pretty nearly to the effect stated by him in his 
evidence, but I bad no idea that there would have been a collision. I thought he was to 
go to Dolly s Brae to keep the peace. Before the 12 th I received a letter from Mr. Shaw 
enclosing a copy of the threatening letter received by him ; but I receive so many of that 
description of letters, that I did not pay any regard to it. I don’t remember any commu- 
nication about Dolly s Brae with any one. I heard in 1 848 that they came the new road, 
but 1 had not known that there had been ever a collision at Dolly’s Brae. The Orangemen 
had met at Hillsborough m July, 1 S48. Had no person in my house except some visitors. 
1 had my badge on, and the ladies had orange and blue ribands. Not necessary that they 
should meet with arms in their hands, but they did so. Had never met before in Tolly- 
more Bark, nor a general meeting in Castlewellan before. I said my gates should never 
be shut to a loyal man. I think that if a body of police had met them in the morning or 
evening, and told them they must not pass by the old road, they would have obeyed? I 
am sure they would not haye been molested in my demesne. The Catholics in my 
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from Afr Tr tl (. aiSht load f ey would be seven or eight miles nearer to IliUtovvn I did hear 
rifczmaunco that there was an armed body on the road at Dolly’s Brae but I did 
not think there would have been a collision. It was one of the. lVfr pL,.f, i ’ .? 

me that the party were to come by the old road, but whether in Dublin or no°t iSot 
Dollv’s Prt^ n^ 117 t ° f the th F eatenui S letter. It did contain a challenge to meet at 
vain! it B I had f i communicate with the sub-inspector about the letter, as I did not 
1 bacl S? knowledge that arms were then provided, for I knew they were all 
armed already. The powder was for some man of the name of Hanna, which was stolen 
L d - fc . re P em ber that Mr. Shaw stated that he was offended with the additional force I 
was thinking whether the meeting in 1832 or the present meeting was Snest • b^'the 
theWhTnh T T 1 ? armed — 1 al f ' M* every person carried arms on that clay. I did not 
^ 1 t ,! nk ’ Jongh I now do, that it was calculated to produce terror in the Catholic 
population. It struck me that tho Ballyward body came armed, because they suspected 
something tak e place, and therefore they were prepared to defend themselves 
There was a great cheer when I reached the gate. On 17th March last I went oTt elrly’ 

* % U . Umbor of persons belonging to a Riband procession, some of them armed • they 
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IvSfi l V * ’ aild 3 impressed on the imndsoftlie Protestants, who were very much 
Thi t d ’ t0 keep _qmet, as they had not been interfered with on the 12th July before 
f ,, ey / aiS ° d * Q *k° evening by my gate, and fired a volley over my gate. The village is 
full of 1 rotestants ; nothing occurred from that. I went unarmed, on 1 7th March, to meet 
them, and was not afraid, nor was I injured. From the many disgraceful results arising from 
the collisions and excitement consequent on party processions, I am of opinion tha^ever^ 
P ei Tl anXi r for p r oace and harmony should assist in putting a stop to them. 7 

William Aeon.— I am the high sheriff and a magistrate for the county of Down I am an 
Orangeman, and presided at a dinner given to Mr. William Beers. I heard his speech and 
the observations about the blot and Dolly’s Brae ; and I made no protest at his observations 
I came oil to Castlewellan after the 12 th and inquired. I heard of a woman having been 
but I Wd 7 fr Sh0 j Wh ° 1 Wa A m thG in£miary ’ and that hves were lost and houses burnt; 

Jj? !i ea d xt was d ° ne . by Orangemen m defending themselves, but I had not heard that 
SLi ° US u ai - d cha P elb . ad been wrecked. The word “if blot it may be called,” 
refened generally m my opinion to tins single exception, in the harmony of the day 
throughout the whole of Ulster. Mr. Maxwell was there, and Mr. William Beers, the only 
m r g i !.t lh T WaS , a meetin g of the magistrates for malicious burnings before 
that. I knew the numb era who were in the hospital, and I called there before the dinner 
Andrew Duniop.-On the morning of 12th I perceived a party of about twenty marching 
tiirough Hilltown armed, in the direction of Castlewellan ; I believed they belonged to thf 
Riband party; quite sure they had arms. I sent a despatch respecting it ; they were 
armed with guns over their shoulders. I don’t think they were Orangemen 7 

n Ma ° beramayo i teaaat of Mr. M’Mullen. I was at home on 
l 5 i ° range , party comin S borne. I was standing on my own land 
f te V ards above my ho y- on a r ock with my wife; I locked up my house. 

l ? em C -° Ck f th X gUnSat T’ but did me no barm ‘ Tbe ^ thing that occurred 
n W b' om „ the r0ad 1 ! about ten yards below my house; I did see a body of 

men about fifty perches from my house on tho hill ; I was between that body and tbe road. 

The first shot vas not presented at anybody, but tbe second was. After that there was 
firm plenty from both parties ; not three minutes between the two shots. It was fired at 

lvfrcr b !f^°A f S' , 1 g0t r Shot y tbe ear - 1 was in the corn-field; my wife was 
lyin at the end of the house ; I was shearing grass that day. The first minute after I got 
oyer the ditch I saw a man with colours, who swore that he would settle me, and he drew 
his gun at full cock. I did not see the sergeant (meaning Sergeant Stanfield) that day at 
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dl to my knowledge ; was not near tie soldiers tlat day. [Sergeant Stanfield was here 
produced and distinctly identified this witness as the person to whom he spoke m the 
mornin'T 1 One of tie police struck me between the shoulders, a blow which I shall never 
forget if I was halted there that day and kept in custody till the 17th; my house ™ burnt 
that day, and all I had in the world. No person was in my louse ; bed and. all was 
destroyed. I had no arms in my lands that day ; I did not interfere that day with them. 

I heard Mr. F. Beers say, “ Hell mend you, it is long since it should have been burnt. 

IMr F Beers was here re-produced, and says, “ Upon my oath, I made no such observation 
to the man. He did say to me the day of the investigation, he owed his lite to me. J 
Bridget Kino. — I was sister-in-law to Patrick King; wo were ill the house when the 
firing commenced. The Orangemen came and broke the door and windows, and shot the 
len and twisted the neck of her ; and took the egg with them, and threw the neck into 
the room. They shot in through the door and broke it, and pushed Patrick King down ; 
he was in the house. He was praying for lis soul ; my daughter was there ; they put him 
down the house. I made my escape to the upper room door, and one of them struck me 
on the forehead with a chair, and with the hut of a gun m the head. 1 hey told me lay- 
men were in the crowd, and I told them my husband was with Mr. M'Mullen worliiig, and 
they said, to hell with me and Mr. M'Mullen. I went out and found Patrick Krug on the 
hack side of the house, and one knocked him down with a stone and the rest Btabbed him 
with bayonets ; and then they put him out on the loaning. 1 saw them doing it. One oi them 
there said, “ There she is, damn her soul the Papist whore ;” and the other said, .1 op her , 
and then the first fired at me, and the second threw stones at me. I was lying on my 
Child. 1 went round to the gable of the house, and four of them fired at me, and the sixth 
man hit me with a tongs between the two shoulders ; the house was on fire. I saw a man 
stuff the paper into the fire, and then set fire to the house ; they had sashes on them. 

James Rice.— Lives in Magheramayo. All the time the procession was returning I was 
on Mr. Ward’s land. I locked the door between five and six o’clock, for fear ot being 
killed in the house, as I thought myself ; I was standing with a few neighbours. I saw 
part of the people on the opposite hill. One shot came from the road, and then another 
about five or six perches one from the other ; 1 saw the smoke of both. I heard then the 
volley of shots ; then the engagement commenced. I had a house, it might he sixty 
perches from the road ; I saw my house on fire ; I put it out. My sister was for going 
away ; hut when 1 saw the military were there, I said to her, “ Rot you, there is no danger 
now.” I went there for fear of being killed. Flags were waving, and handkerchiefs, and 
I said, “ There will be bad work now.” I heard Bhots fired in the middle of the day ; six or 
more were in the fort beside myself. The first shot was not more than two perches from 
Trainor’s house; the smoke of the second shot went towards the mountain, _ betwixt 
Trainor’s and Rice’s, about the cross-roads — nearer Rice’s than the road. Captain Tigho 
told me, that he put the men twice away from my house, and that he had a great deal of 
trouble. 

Paddy M‘ Gi'addy. — Lives in Magheramayo. At the barn door I had my family hasped 
in ; brought them out of my house, a quarter of a mile ; had opportunity of seeing tlio 
flags and procession pass. I heard a shot fired at a slow rate ; I considered it was from 
the old line where they were travelling. After the eleventh flag passed, a body went up 
and put up a flag on the hill ; five came out and loaded their guns behind the house. One 
said, “ Damn your soul, I’ll shoot you.” “ Surely to God, you’ll not shoot a man about liis 
own premises another came up and took the other man by the shoulder, and said, 

“ Don’t annoy, he’s about his own place they went into Mr. Porter’s of Garganny, and 
emptied their guns at Mr. Porter’s cattle, and hit two of them — grazed them. One of 
them said, “ It is low life to burn a poor man’s liouse, and nobody in it;” this was Jemmy 
Kelly’s liouse ; my woman said, “ It is on fire now ;” all the furniture was broken. I went 
along — the idiot lying dead, and his head was driven in, and the blood out of his body, 
and the two eyes out of his head, at M'Arn’s house. I found the house on fire ; there was 
a woman in it ; she said, Lord, was there nobody to take her out of the fire? she was above 
sixty ; she was in the room, aud her face covered with blood, and one of her shins covered 
with blood. I landed her out of the flames. 

Daniel M‘Greevy. — I saw the whole procession. On my oath, I heard the first shot, 
saw the smoke, and heard the report within ten yards of Trainor’s house ; the side next 
Maghera school-house. A regular shot about four or five yards, opposite the cross-roads ; 
another shot fired from the party on the road ; a shot from the hill returned to it, and then 
it became general. I could not identify any man who was on the hill. 

Henry M‘ Graddy. — Was on the hill above my own house at the opposite side. I saw 
the procession pass, and also in the evening. I am sure, I was about fifteen perches from 
the hill over my own house, and about two perches from the men on the hill. I saw the 
first shot, it came from the processionists who were on the road ; there were two shots one 
after the other, and then a great report of firing. I was not able to see any men drawn 
up in lines, and saw no other hut the processionists. 

John Buck Ward . — I was behind the counter in my mother’s house on the evening of 
the 12th July, and we heard the Orangemen were coming hack over Trainor’s hill; my 
sister said, “ You had better go up into the kitchen, lest the devil should tempt these 
people to shoot you.” I heard shouting, and handkerchiefs waving, and I said, “ I’ll give 
them three minutes, and they will be at it.” I saw a shot fired between Trainor’s house 
and the cross-roads ; about six or seven yards nearer our house than Trainor’s, from the 
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road. A second shot was fired at the head of the troops in Rice's field, at about the tenth 
flag of the Orangemen ; the third shot came from the hill, and a volley came from both. 
The head of the procession came -within fifty perches of my house. Mr. Porter’s boy, Alick 
Biggin, came and put me in and shat up the door. I went up into the kitchen ; my 
mother and others were there ; a man broke in the window. I had the double-barrelled 
gun in my hand ; it was sitting on the but. A rattle of stones then came against one of 
the doors. I said, “ I will go to the loft and shoot out. We all went to the pigsty with 
M'Mullen, Mr. Porter’s boy. They wrecked the house. The pigsty was six feet square. 
They broke the windows ; they shot a bullock and a dog on the chain ; shot or killed five 
geese ; took a pair of boots. I counted sixty bullets in the roof of one room and wall — 
six went through the bedding. We were three-quarters of an hour in the pigsty. The 
dog fell close to the pigsty door. One door of the house was totally broken ; the whiskey 
was all let out; every thing smashed, and all the money was gone ; but how much I can’t 
say ; I believe if they had found us, we would all have been murdered. I loaded the gun 
myself that day, fifteen or sixteen pellets in each barrel. Bought a small cask of powder 
about a fortnight before the 12th July. I heard that a subscription was made to purchase 
ammunition. 1 know Captain James Lennan; he was not, to my belief, for a month in any 
house before the 12th July; and heard that Captain Lennan was on the hill that day and 
ran away. Heard that an Orangeman was shot in the groin, and fell near Mr. Brooks. I 
heard, while I was in the pigsty, an Orangeman say, “ Damn your soul, you are shooting 
your own men.” 

J. Tabuteau [re-examined]. — I was wallring beside Major Wilkinson’s horse. I heard 
Stanfield describe where he was. I was in advance of him, rather more in advance. I 
heard the two shots, and am quite satisfied that they came from the hill, from the sound. 
I was not looking at the hill as I was speaking to Major Wilkinson ; he had just spoken to 
me at the moment. I did not see the shots fired, nor the smoke ; nor do I think I would see 
them from the position I was placed ; nor do I think that tho sergeant could have seen him . 

Edward Smith Carry . — My attention was called by Mr. Tabuteau and Mr. P. Beers, of 
Ballyward, to the burning houses ; and I was directed to go as quickly as possible to save 
life and property. I did so ; saw a number of houses burning. I entered six, iu one of 
which there was a woman struggling to get out ; the thatch had fallen in at the time ; I 
dragged her out ; the thatch fell on me smoking as I came out. I believe she would have 
been burned if I had not been there. The smoke was very dense. I left her outside. I saw 
some of the police taking a young woman from out of a house. I saw other houses burning. 

I had twenty-two men under my charge. I would have arrested the Orangeman I saw 
with the gun in his haud had I seen him commit any outrage or offence. I believe his 
object was, to attack the other party. My party fired two shots only. We were about ten 
minutes dislodging them. Mr. P. Beers said, “ This burning is a dreadful business ; you must 
go down and save life and property.” 

James Hanna, Seller of Gunpowder'. — About a fortnight before 12th July I got a quarter 
cask, twenty-five pounds, from Mr. Scott of Howry. I sold it all before the 12th. I sent 
for a second quarter cask, and it was stolen ; I would have sold it all if I had it. 

Andrew Kidd. — I was leading Mr. Janns’s division, about twelve yards behind Mr. Hill. 
I heard the squib. My impression is, it was between the hill and the road. My impression 
is, that the two shots were fired from the hill ; but I did not see who fired them, nor the 
smoke ; the gable end of the dilapidated house hindered me from seeing the whole. The 
shots did not appear to come from Trainor’s house, nor could they have come. I went up 
with Mr. Janns. We went and kept possession of the hill ; saw the smoking houses. The 
wounded man approached to about a perch of us ; he was of the Catholic party. 

John Scanlan. — Under Sub-Inspector. I heard the two shots, but cannot tell whether it 
was from the road or the lull. I saw the smoke about ten or fifteen yards from the far 
end of the ditch. I saw the party taking up a position on the far hill. I saw the Orange 
party pass by, and counted the arms as they passed at Dolly’s Brae ; and I counted 428 
stand of arms, firearms, two pistols. The Castlewellan party were among them. 

Patrick M‘Cabe. — I was under Mr. Janns. I saw two Orangemen firing on the Riband- 
men. The first smoke I saw, after the first shot, was from the hill. 

William Fair. — I was under the hill. I saw the body on the hill. I was faced to the 
hill. I heard the squib ; my. surmise at the time was, that it might have been fired from 
the road or to the left. I did not see the smoke at all ; but it was a very light report. Mr. 
Hill then said to Captain Fitzmaurice, “ They’ll be at it now.” I saw two guns deliberately 
pointed over the wall. I saw some men run from the upper position to the lower one. 
I saw the two shots fired, and heard them. There might have been a shot from the road, 
but I heard a volley from the hill. Mr. Hill asked whether he might take the hill. I fired 
one shot. We took ten stand of arms close to the wall and to the people. I and one 
other man went up the road at the side of the school-house, and found a woman inside in a 
desperate state, wounded and burned. She was blackened, as if she had been beaten and 
bruised, being scarcely able to move ; we took her out, either of the dwelling-house or 
byre ; she would have been burned. A very old woman. Repeatedly heard my captain 
say to the men, “ Don’t fire.” I was the second or third man who came up the ditch. 

Thomas Walsh. — I was under Mr. Hill, and facing the Orangemen. The squib appeared 
to me to come from the road. I heard it, but did not see the smoke. I heard two shots 
after, which I think came from the hill. One Orangeman who was firing, was either 
twenty or thirty yards from us. They were firing from the upper position at the time. 
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Edward Lock— l was with Mr. Cony. I know nothing about the squib or shots. _ I saw 
a great number of Orangemen running across, with a slope between us and Mr. Hill. I 
saw some of them firing— three or four stragglers. I saw one man on the lull beating a 
woman; he struck her with the but of his gun; I saw her rising as if she had 
been recently thrown down, and then she escaped ; and ho threw a stone after her ; no 
colours on him ; he made a blow at her with the but of his gun, and I think he struck her. 

I saw one man to our right rere coming up with a gun ; he said ho was for our support ; I 
said, “ We don’t want your support ; if you come up I’ll shoot you ;” he made his way down- 
wards. We wero taken to watch a fort to the right. Odd shots fired from the ditches. 

Edward Brooke I am a clergyman ; rector of Drumgoolane. I spoke against the 

procession at church that day. The house near me was a very poor house ; it was occupied 
by two women ; it was nearly all wrecked. I heard there was a collection of people in 
July, 1848, to prevent the Orangemen from passing. There was, I have no doubt, a col- 
lection of people in July, 1848. A few fool-hardy people might have gone the old way. 

I stopped the wrecking of that house. William King said to me, “ How could I hinder 
shots from being fired out of my house by strangers.” 

Ellen Ward, Sister to Buck Ward. — I was in the pigsty. I was in the shop ; saw the 
Orangemen come in a furious manner ; they had not fired any shots ; I then went in and 
told my brother that the fight had commenced ; my mother, my brother, the servant girl, 
“and myself went into the pigsty. I went up the pathway which leads from the old road to 
the new road. The first shot was, I think, fired at me. .There were six or seven in the 
direction after me. We found a pistol behind the counter, not belonging to us. Mr. Hill 
got the pistol. I saw Aliek Biggin and William Small, Hugh Hamilton, and his wifo and 
daughter among the persons at the door. 

James M‘ Mullen . — Ward did not bring the double-barrelled gun into the pigsty with 
him, nor the pistol or other gun. 

Ellen King . — I live in the long house above the cross-road. I saw Mr. F. Beers; lie 
said, “ Come, boys ; now, boys, you are in M ‘Mullen’s land, and take and blow them, man, 
woman, and child, out of it.” Tlie persons he spoke to had badges on. There was half a 
quarter of an hour before the first shots began. He had a staff in his hand. I went away, 
and took down through a field to Ward’s house. The nearest house to me at the time was 
the school-house. Patrick Trainor’s house and ours was on fire. I don’t know who did it. 
The police were running up the hill, and it was at that time I heard this said. I told this 
the day my uncle, Pat King, was killed, and my grandmother abused. 

F. Beers [reproduced] — The evidence of the last witness was a falsehood. I remained 
with Mr. Hill till we brought down the prisoners. 

Elizabeth M‘JPolen . — I saw Mr. F. Beers at llahely, above the school-house, on the road, 
rather a few perches up the field. He said to the Orangemen, “ Fire and kill on.” I then 
ran down to the next house, and was fired at, and the ball went through my sleevo. I was 
in my own house with my children. 

Margaret Trainor . — 1 was in my own land, and came down to see the soldiers. I heard 
the first shot. I was looking down. It was on the road, and saw the smoko, and then I 
heard the volley, and then I ran away ; and one man, who had a scarf, came to the ditch 

and saw me lying up, and said, “ D n your soul, here’s a papist ;” ho said lie would 

smother me with a stone, and threw the stone at me. Mr. Beers, of Ballyward, was there 

in my own potato field — and said, “ D n your soul, pop her.” I returned back and 

faced them up, and immediately hoard the two balls wluz by me. 1 could not sec any 
policeman. Mr. Boers had nothing in his hand : about twenty minutes after the shots began. 
Our house is the next house to the school-house, higher up the hill from the school-house. 
[Mr. Beers, being produced, denies this.] 

John Rice . — I had a communication before July, 1848, with Mr. Beers, with regard to 
the peace. I heard that there was to be some disturbance. Afore six o’clock Saturday 
evening we offered to make affidavits, for fear of breach of peace, and lac was wishful for 
it Francis M'Polen and I, at the chapel the next day. It went down from Ballyward 
that I was a coward. He said he would not, for a sum of money, that I had not gone 
down, after what he wrote; that it enabled him to send off for more military. He drew out 
our affidavits. 

I was here called on to adjourn the Investigation to a future day, but I insisted 
on proceeding as long as there was any witness who wished to be examined; and 
having given notice to that effect, the following witnesses appeared : — 

Margaret Trainor.— My house was burned on the 12th July. I recollect when the 
tong began. I Bcrooged in at the rere of the house, and waited there till the horsemen 

came forward : and I called on them to come forward and see the murder was doing the 

soldiers who were on horseback. One of the soldiers said, “ Poor woman, I pity you!” and 
then he rode back a wee bit up the road. The Orange mob was on the road. The soldiers 
took no part, but remained standing on the road waiting for tlieir orders. The mob 
remained about my house ; and the house was burned ; it is on the road-side. My husband 
is Arthur Trainor. He was about his own house ; he was sitting outside. I went forward 
to where the prisoners were. I told Mr. Beers that he was the man who did the damage 
al . He came forward and caught me hy the nose, and said, “It would bo well done to put 
a ball m me too. My husband was a prisoner then. 

Gca-gc Fleming.— I was under the hill. The noise of the squib was the first thing which 
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™7;.*i-7i „ *,? “, 1 “* baI,d ’ and toolt IP » stone and said, “Damn your soul a 
papist bitch, and knocked mo down off the garden ditch; and I returned to the Barden 
again and my uncle was at the other side of the house, and three of them stubbie® Mm 

5de M SuMees^Tl 48 ' 1 T .k° ° f ^ T° B int ° tb ° byre and stabbed tbo cow “ 
side m two places, and broke the ropes, and took her out. I got my uncle up on my knee 

he? m thTbaeW rt! 1 r u a tes : a Tb6y spit “ my grandmother’s face; and one of them out 
. bdf e?p b a k * 1*0° b of d Wltb a sl011e ' aud be3t ber and cat ' h<J1 '- She was a year and 
with a^ chS- 64 ^ M ' Sbe "’ as apwal ' ds of scm '<> : and they struck her on the head 

, jOP T“ V V "' aS f U , b H° from Eui * Ward ' 8 - dom the Banbridge road. I heard 
a shot, and saw the smoko below Attylrainor’s, on the road. I heard another at the cross- 
road, op a little nearer me I heard a good number of shots together from the mountain 
near limekiln. Shots were let right over my head. 1 saw Mr. Jordan of Eathfriland there, 
and his horse standing beside bun. There was another man on horseback beside him. A 
camoup tome to tie his band, and I took off my garter and tied it on ; he said, “Tie 
it rast till I get to my gun.” Every window in the bouse was broken, and all tbe delft, and 
chairs, and furniture. They threw a stone into the house. Three men came in and said, 

(jet a drink of cream or I’ll stab you;” so I gave it to him ; and the second man, and the 
third man, said he would have water. My brothers had guns and a bayonet ; they had 
bought some shots and a bullet before that. I could not say whether the guns were on 
the Brae that .day. I saw the Threshers. 

Alice Murphy — I live on the new line. I was in the house ; we came all outside, and 
locked the door, and put up the shuts, aud ran. They camo up and wrecked the house : 
they destroyed it entirely — left nothing. They broke all the windows. There was nobody 
with guns m the house, nor was there a shot fired out of it that day. Bryan M'Greeny’s 
goat was shot. My mother was on tbe hill, and my father ; and I think my brother had a 
gun with him. They destroyed all the property in the house ; tea, and sugai*,and money — all 
taken and destroyed ; the books were taken away. 

James M‘ Graddy.—l saw three men come to Murphy’s house ; and I saw one of them 
slioot the goat of Bryan M'Graddy. The idiot boy was afterwards found shot on the road. 
They were firing shots ; and one of them said, “No pope,” each time he fired a shot. I 
know the name of the three Orangemen. [On this, the counsel for the Orange party insisted 
on his mentioning the names of the three men, on which the crown prosecutor interfered, 
and insisted on his right to liinder their evidence being offered until steps could be taken 
by him to make the parties amenable to justice ; and I finally decided that I would post- 
pone the further examination of this witness, to give him time, if he wished, to have the 
parties brought forward and identified ; hut I informed the counsel for the Orange party, 
that I should take care to liave the witness kept for cross-examination, if they wished. It 
was finally agreed on both sides, at the close of the day, that the hoy might be discharged, j 

Andrew Keenan. — A shot was fired between Maghera school-house and the cross-roads, 
and tlion another, and then the whole volley, north-east of Galway chapel. I had heard 
in the morning that the chapel of Garvey and Ward’s house was to be wrecked that day. 
They were going on very quiet. I heard a light crack first, and two more afterwards. I 
did not see any person on Magheramayo hill. 

John Ward. — I was in my master’s garden when the battle began. Saw the first and 
second shot fired from the road ; the first a little at my master’s side of the school-house, 
and the next one further down from the hill again, near the cross-roads. One shot then 
came from the mountain ; then there was plenty of shooting. I am Buck Ward’s servant. 
He had nothing with him going into the pigsty. I saw the gun in his hand in the house, 
hut not going into the pigsty. We were looking out for what would take place ; and I 
had an intention to see whether there would be any shooting. I said they were shooting 
at one another. I did not fire at all. 

James King. — I was acting under Mr. Hill. First thing was the squib ; two shots came 
after that, I think, from the hill — the sound was from that quarter. 

_ Hugh M‘Alery. — I was in the front rank of the line, facing the hill. The men on the 
hill were shouting ; knocking up their guns. I heard like a squib ; I think it came from 
the hill. I saw the two Bhots — saw the smoke and heard the reports. The corner of the 
wall next Ward’s. A volley came from the hill, a great number ; and there may have been 
shots from the road. I did not fire a shot at the time. They put up their guns. I heard 
a cheer from the road. 
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I called, at five o’clock, for any father witnesses, and having examined every 
nerson who appeared and tendered themselves for examination during the day, 
and none further now appearing; and having asked from the respective agents 
of “ill the parties whether they had any further witnesses to produce, and being 
informed they lmd not, I tLn stated that I should close the hvestigatmm 
However, a memorial was then produced and laid before me, which required oi 
me to adjourn for some time, to give an opportunity to the party acting for the 
deceased' to prepare their case, and produce further witnesses. I stated that 1 
should willingly adjourn to Monday ; however it was stated that an adjournment 
would be wholly useless to Monday. I required an affidavit to be made bcioie 
I should listen to the application. 

Eev. Mr. Morgan having been re-called, at the request of Mr. Moore, for cross-examina- 
tion.— I think if I had advised them to go home the great body oi them would have done 
so, but that some of the ill-disposed men would have waylaid the Orangemen. I think it 
I had the thing to go over again, 1 should have acted as 1 did. I purchased the bicad foi 
the strangers, as I dreaded them the most ; and I mentioned to Mr. lahuteau that I had 
clone so, and he did not disapprove of it. What I stated to Mr. Tabutoau m the morning, 
in presence of Major Wilkinson, as far as I recollect, was, I considered it would be better 
to come that way with the military than to go the other without them Ihey knelt down 
when I gave them my blessing; 1 gave it to them on the condition that they would not 
annoy the Orangemen, or break the peace. 

John Mooney, Roman Catholic Clergyman.- The great body of the Orangemen did go 
by me with a great deal of respect. I told Mr. Tabuteau in the morning that the Orange 
procession was an illegal one: and think I said the same about the other body. When L 
went to Maghera Hill I begged and entreated of the party there to keep peace and quiet, 
and they promised me to do so, and I felt quite certain they would be so. I left the hill 
before the Orangemen came up. Mr. Morgan and I fell m with the rere. I requested 
the Orangemen, in the morning, to return by the new road. In July, 1848, 1 heard the 
Orangemen were to go by the old road, by Dolly’s Brae. Large crowds of parties came, 
in 1848, on the surrounding hills. On the 12th July, 1848, they were perfectly satisfied 
when they found they had taken the new 7 road; and I think it would have been tlic same 
t his year also if they had taken the new road. I requested of individuals of those hero m 
the morning, requesting them to return the new road. I did not swear informations before 
the magistrates. I knew there were informations sworn in 1848, and it had not tho cflcct 
of stopping the procession ; we were advised to it the year before, and that was my reason. 

John Forsythe. — Remembers 12tli July last. I was on Corbet Hill, or Dcrrynano, about 
half-past four ; about ten perches higher up than the military on Dolly’s Brae. I saw a lire ; 
it lasted about three minutes ; a little above the police ; like a hush ; the smoke rose very 
quick ; about half an hour before the Orange party appeared. A little after that a pole 
raised on the mountain of Maghera, and a pole raised on the opposite side from the P ort ; 
about the size of a handkerchief it was, both poles. The party were on Magheramayo at 
the time. I saw the people running to and fro on the hill. They passed the school-house, 
up to the last three flags. I heard a shot, blank, from the hill ; I saw tho smoke. I was 
standing on Corbet Hill. Two shots succeeded that, afterwards, from the hill. I heard 
the firing after that. 

Constable Janns. — I lighted the fire that morning myself. 

Charles Porter I was stationed on the hill, and I had fire there in the course of 

the day. 

I called any further witnesses, and the only one they produced was — 

James Weir. — On the evening of the 12th July I was near Buck Ward’s house. Came 
from Castlewellan with the procession. When the fight began I went on and stopped 
there; thought I was safest. While I was standing, looking, I heard a shot, and saw 
smoke out of the window ; and saw a inan lying on the road, shot. I passed on going 
down, and the windows and doors were shut. There were a good number of persons 
there, who lifted him. Part of the Orange party were passed. 

No further witnesses were in attendance, and an affidavit having been pro- 
duced and tendered to me, with a protest against closing the inquiry, I adjourned 
to a future day, to be afterwards named. (The protest, and annexed affidavit, 
are marked letter F.) 



Castlewellan, September 18 , 1849 . 

On this day I resumed the investigation, and the fpllowing witnesses were 
examined : — 

Rev. Mr. Morgan having been re-called by me, stated, that before the Orangemen passed 
on the morning of the 12th July, the Riband party asked my blessing, I having gone, by 
the direction of the magistrates, to caution them not to break the peace. The great pro- 
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portion of them knelt down and asked my blesrin£r and T rpfnood •<. 

Mr. Morgan , in answer to a question respecting the giving of tho blessing to +Tia 

?o“ U ’ “* " My ******* ttat i? notJo^tX t 

-f J r. - Beers : . 1 b ® in s call ed by mo, stated, I did not put on the Orange scarf on tho dav in 
question, until I got to Lord Roden’s ; within liis gate. Mr. William Beers was the nvun'n 
trate who went to Mr. Morgan before the 12th July, 184S ‘ a 

12th Tulf TS tolc i me that he did not see Mr- F. Bee* till after the 

« my exertions to keei> fte peace - siwts w0re ' 

Mr. F. Beers [ro-exami M d].-On 17th March last a procession passed m T rate aW 
eleyeii o clock ; greater part armed ; about 300 stand of irregular arms— bayonets eu™ 
swords, pistols, blunderbusses, &e. They passed through Protestant districts inwliich 

S wmtf’tirtf’SP P “' ty ,f eslde - J S“ 4 toc ' l 7 of P oli «= sufficient to keep tho peace, 
and went with them, m tho rere, for that purpose ; and continued with them till they 

ffistrief ^ e i^I 1 rt?rth Whe 5° 6 0 tle7Came ' J e8COI ^ e them “"'"“S’ 1 the ‘W™ 
VrnZ.L„s fjT ‘ f h “ fey fired over my demesne wall, and cheered. From the 
Procession Act haying expired, I did not think it an illegal body. I thought there was 
T thlv S * he P lbl ° P e! “ foul a collision. (Referring to the procession in March, 1840.) 

I think there were about 1 00. All Protestants who live along the road they went. ^ 
„±° rd . Rodm [ r e- e famined by me].— I heard in the morning of 17th March last that the 
procession was to take place, and knew it was the ordinary custom to march on that dav 
in arms, and believe it was a Riband procession. I met, in the morning, parties going, who 
I presumed were to form part of the procession, and I went to soothe the Protestants, and 
not allow them to be excited. It was my impression that it was not an illegal procession 
or I should have felt it my duty to have stopped it. After the Procession Act was over 
1 was under the opinion that tho processions both of the Orange and Riband party, 
though attended by armed bodies, and going through the districts of the opposite parties, 
wore not illegal. * A L 

Francis William Janns produces and proves a list of outrages committed on the 12th 
July. I saw most of the persons and houses injured myself; and I believe it to ho 
accurate ; and all are recovered, except those marked as dead ; is the onlv one who I 
believe to belong to the Orange party. I have heard that one Orangeman was wounded 
who is since dead. Proves the injury to several houses and furniture. 

Andrew Kidd , Constable [re-examined].— Proves the injury to houses and property 
referred to by Mr. Janns, and to which Mr. Janns could not himself depose. 

William Beers.— I went to Mr. Morgan in July, 1848, and saw him, and requested him 
to interfere with the Roman Catholics ; and told him that the arrangement hacf been made 
to march by the now road.. There had been talk about a collision going through Maghera- 
mayo. I don’t recollect his saying that he would more safely promise that if they went 
the new road there would be no collision. I told the heads of the Orange party, some 
weeks before the last 12th July, to go by the old road. I heard a report that there’ was a 
feeling about passing by the old road, hut I did not believe there would have been any 
outrage. 



Mr. Ruthven, being asked by me, states he has no further witnesses to 
examine, or evidence to offer. I asked whether any further were to be pro- 
duced, and the following were produced by Mr. Rea : — 

Michael Can-oil.— I am in tho 9tli Foot, under Captain Cubitt. Was stationed at Bally- 
ward. I recollect tho firing on the 12th July. Went up the hill along the road. I saw 
the houses burning, and saw the procession. They could not be long on fire. We loaded 
before we left Ballyward. From the time the first houses were on fire till the procession 
had cleared away, I think about two hours had elapsed. I saw the Orangemen firing into 
the houses and across the hills; 200 or 300 shots were fired. I saw some of them with 
sashes ; they were strangers. They kept firing into the houses for about an horn. Saw 
some of them go into some of the houses with guns, and we were ordered by the captain 
to remove the people from the houses, which we did as effectually as possible ; unless we 
fired at them we could not have removed them more effectually. 

Francis M‘Polen produced, and being required to give evidence of the affidavits 
made by him before Mr. F. Beers, Mr. Beers was first called on to produce those affi- 
davits, and he informed me that ho searched and could not find them; he said, Cf I had 
them with me when I went to the Castle.” 

The witness on his examination said, that he went with Rice to Mr. F. Beers before 
July, 1848, aud asked him if he knew whether the Orangemen would march that day; and 

F 
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Hold, him life and property would be in danger if both parties were to meet; and wo 
went down on Monday, and he told us that he was informed that the Orangemen would 
march on the new line, and that nothing would take place, and that he and the gentlemen 
would be there, and they were going the new road. He said it was a Government plan, 
and he could not prevent it ; he told me he was not an Orangeman himself, hut that Ins 
brother William was ; he put his hand on his breast, and swore his soul and body that ho 
was not ; he said he wished ns to make the affidavit, and that he had sent for some police. 
We made the affidavit, and the Orangemen marched the new road. I heard before tile 
last 12th that the Orangemen -would, go by Dolly’s Brae, and that they would destroy both 
life and property if they were attached or insulted. I went to the -lull on the 12th July ; 
was taken prisoner. I saw Mr. F. Beers on that day afterwards ; lie said to me, “ MTolen 
long looked for has come at last. I now have you.” I said nothing. I heard lum say to 
the police on the hill, to fire and kill ; this was after we were taken prisoners ; he was with 
the police at the time. I saw but one Orangeman there at the time ; they were hero and 
there; some of the police were there close to him and could have heard him, and some 
not; there were thirty-six of us taken to Bally ward and handcuffed. The llev. James 
Beers was there ; he said the same words as Mr. F. Beers, and said, “ MTolen long looked 
for has come at last. Now we have you.” Tie said if any of us had been shot our souls 
would have been in hell for interfering with innocent persons going along the road. We 
were put in a close and dirty house ; we were put into it and kept a couple or three hours, 
and then forwarded to Eathfriland ; put into the market-house on the loft ; we got nothing 
-to eat that night. _ . 

Mr. F. Beers re-produced and swears, that what this witness states respecting Ins 
expressions were grossly false. His statement with regard to the procession in July, 1848, 
was that I had no power to prevent it, the Procession Act having then expired, and that 
I could have a sufficient force of police and military to keep the peace. I never stated to 
him that it was a Government plan, and that I could not interfere in any such thing — or 
to that effect. I never made any such statement to him. I never said to any one that I 
was not an Orangeman. 

Mr. Hill re-examined and states, that MTolen was caught behind the fence, and that 
he did not hear any observations from Mr. Beers, which were to the effect stated by him. 

John Paul. — I was arrested, and heard Mr. F. Beers order the police to shoot the 
people like dogs. 

F. Beers . — I never used any such expression, nor any thing like it. 

Patrick Morgan . — I bad a gun in my hand for the protection of my house and property ; 
the dragoons came to me, and said, “You have been shooting from your house, and you 
have got a gun he gave me a cut on the shoulder. There were five or six Orangemen 
there with guns, hut Mr. Tabuteau did not interfere. I showed the wound to several 
persons, hut not to a doctor ; the gun was loaded ; I had not fired it. 

Bridget Ward . — I was above my own house near the National School ; a wco hit from it. 
I was above my own house. I heard no shot, nor did I see any smoke till the two shots 
came from the procession, between the school-house and the road ; I watched and saw or 
heard nothing before ; I heard one shot from the hill after. 

Michael F. Ward . — I was on my own land within a hundred perches of the road, and 
the first shot was fired from the road between A. Trainor’s and the cross-road ; Was 
standing on my own land. One shot came from the mountain party ; heard no other shot 
from the hill, but the one. 

Frank Harold — Between the school-house and the cross-road, the first shot fired by 
the Orange party ; two shots from the road ; and then I was so frightened I could not toll 
where the remaining shots came from. 

Thomas Morgan . — Was taken by a policeman of the name of Lalor ; saw Mr. F. Beers 
there, he huzzaed and said the day was theirs — in the field ; the police were in the field. 
Mr. Hill was there ; the officers -were there ; he huzzaed too ; took off his hat. I was a 
prisoner taken in the field. 

Mr. Hill, on being questioned says, when the prisoners were taken I gave three 
cheers for the Kildare police. 

Mr. Beers said he never did use those words, hut that he may have -waved his stick 
over his head. 

Thomas Morgan [re-produced]. — Mr. Beers said to me, I should have been in gaol long 
since, and waved the stick before me. 

Edward M'Evoy . — I was taken prisoner ; Mr. Beers came up to Mr. Hill, and the rest of 
the police. Mr. Beers and Mr. Hill jointly cheered, saying, “ The day is our own ;” another 
voice said, tc We have succeeded in capturing the rebels;” Mr. Hill said this, to my beliof. 

John M‘Eyoy. — Saw Mr. Beers on the hill going about giving orders to the police ; he 
was in a passion, and I saw the houses on fire. He turned round in a great fury, and said, 
“ You deserve far more,” when I told him that he should stop the burning of the houses. 
I did not see him wave his hand over his head. 

John Keenan — I was half a mile from the National School-house. Saw the two first 
shots fired on the road. 

Owen Flanagan. I was in my own land, about a quarter of a mile from Magheramayo ; 
heard the first shot from the road ; firing from the hill in about five minutes after- 
wards. 

Francis King. The hoy shot was ten years of age, Mr. F. Beers ordered the police to 
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take me out of that, and to Btab me. I stated I was his fatter. I saw Mr. F. Beers catch 
a woman by (he nose. I live on the bound, of Magheramayo. iTad not a ^ty 

? r ; ™ [™-0™ined] -I never m the man, or said such a thing, 

day ™°oura ^Ja^a 8 ?;™ ?°f?. 0 \* he . “f 3 w ” ia e a 8ticl[ ' al “ 1 taring that the 
H “t, for helo SdSSiT ° mtefere ' ^ 10 d — ‘ 1 MB "*• “ 4 ha 

Mr. Beers said he did not speak to Rico on that day at all. 
tolIS SiitUtTOS brf ° rethe k 18 * 1 Investigation that he 

Francis Uoanetj.— Was at my meadows at Ballydram. I saw a shot fired on the road A 
second shot on the road. I think I heard shots from the hill immediately after the second 

I? ° Ut th r, ° f a mUe ° ff “ ar Baak Sard's, on the same road. I 

said it was commenced when I lieard the shot. 

reiS SZT\. ref ° rU ? °f ‘‘ N ^y Telegraph.” — Paper produced of Sth July, with 
f •“ Cla,r S?,' f ”™ ,sIlG<1 Mr. Jones himself from his own notes. Was 
piesentatto semons. The Nemrj TdegrapK is a paper of extensive circulation in the 

M ?“ OI,S *i ho ’f ded ®arl of Roden and Mr. Beers are 

subscribers to it. Ml. Qum is a subscriber to it. 

vj^^ lgee B °yd, Protestant clergyman.— Resident fifty years in the county of Down. 

“ cmonal ,, to Government, a copy of which I produce, and to which I got an 
answei that every attention would be paid to it. 

John Ellis, Foreman of Grand Jury at the last Neivry sessions.— Parties were brought 
before the Grand Jury and there was a trial. Mr. Shaw was on the bench beside Mr. 
Jones. Mr. Qum was there also. 

James M'Auley, Deputy Clerk of Peace. — Produces list of voters. 

I called for any further witness, and was told that no more were in attend- 
ance. Shortly afterwards 

•$ 7 “ Hi I 110 ?” 0 ?' 5 -- 1 am a magistrate. I drew up a case for the magistrates 

on the 1 7th July, when the inquiry took place about the parties. It was altered by Mr. 
labuteau, and handed to some of the magistrates to be forwarded by the chairman for the 
law advisers opinion, and to be signed by the chairman; Mr. Shaw was the chairman. 
About eight or ten months ago Mr. F. Beers said he was not an Orangeman at a meeting 
ot the guardians of the poorhouse. 

David Lindsey.— Was present, and heard Mr. F. Beers distinctly state he was not an 
Orangeman. 

Doctor Walsh — I know the road to Dolly’s Brae. It would have been better to have left 
the wounded in the houses. I went to the police barracks to get in to see Trainor, and 
was refused admittance. A few days aftorwards I went there, but was refused admittance. 

Constable Janns.—I got Doctor Hunter in a quarter of an hour after we arrived in 
Castlewellan, and he attended the prisoners, and they were kept in the best order. [Mr. 
Ruthven hands me a map of the locality, which was admitted, marked G.] 

No further witnesses were in attendance who had not been examined before. 



Mr. F. Beers then called, at Mr. Rea’s request, to be examined. — States in examination 
that he did not walk between any two Orangemen during any part of the road from Bally- 
ward to Castlewellan. 

Lord Roden [re-examined].— I subscribe to The Neivry Telegraph. Did not read the 
report of Mr. Jones’s charge. 

'William Beers. — Says that it is incorrect that Mr. Fitzmaurice spoke to him to ask the 
Orange party to go the old road, as I had no communication whatever with him on that 
day. Any directions given to the Orange party was by speaking to them. I have no recol- 
lection that the Orange party ever passed over Dolly’s Brae' road refore. I was asked 
to the dinner before the 12th July. 

Mr. Keon, Higlv-Sheriff . — I was asked to the dinner long before the 12th July, and as 
I concurred in the object of the dinner, I do not see any reason, as it was unconnected with 
the transactions of Dolly’s Brae, why I should not go there. I was, besides, brother-in-law 
to Mr. William Beers. In the sense in which I understood that Mr. Beers used the words, • 
I did not think they called for any remark from me. It was held after the attack on the ' 
Orangemen. I have an Orange lodge on my own premises, and have been an Orangeman 
for sixteen years. I am the master of the lodge. 

Mr. William Beers, again examined, said — I wrote a letter to the Orangemen of the 
county, audit was published without my knowledge or authority in the paper produced. 

No further witness in evidence being now in attendance, I closed the 
inquiry. 

WALTER BERWICK. 

September 22, 1849. 



F 2 
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PAPERS REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING EVIDENCE. 



A . — (See map.) 



Copy of Threatening- Letter received by Mr. Shaw on lOtli July, 1849. 

“ July the 8 — 49. 

“ Sms, — As wee Call you at a meeting of our Society oil fridaway [Friday] wee agred 
to give you notice you and. Moore and the Beers, and Roden and Hill, Skinner and all 
other Magistrates, with the pig- drovers [the police] and your handful of solgiers to 
meet us on Dolly’s Bray on the 12 morning Inst — to show your valure. But remember you 
will not find us King James or his men — there is no River convenent that wee could drown 
you in, But wee will Blow you to the ealements with good powder and hall, and the town 
of Castlewellan Shall Quake afterward, as it is the last 1 2 ever the Blood Hounds shall 
walk in or through this country, and we hid Defience to all Her Majestys authority and 
powers. 

" Repaill, Repaill, Repaill for ever. 

“ From the Repaillers.” 



Copy of Report from Sub-Inspector Hill, relative to an anticipated Breach of the 
Peace on the 12th July, produced and proved by Mr. Hill. 

County of Down, Rathfriland, July, 2nd, 1849. 

From such information as I am able to collect, I have every reason to believe that the 
Orangemen of this and the surrounding neighbourhood intend marching in procession on 
the 12th instant. _ Preparations are making to have it carried into effect on a most exten- 
sive scale. The intended place of rendezvous is Tollymore Park, the residence of Lord 
Rodeu, and the line of country through which such procession must necessarily pass chiefly 
inhabited by Roman Catholics, owing to which I much fear a serious breach of the peace 
may ensue, as it is asserted that the latter are making preparations to oppose the line of 
march of the processionists through a particular tract of coimtry ; and from the annexed 
document, which has been extensively placarded, it would also appear that a sham fight is in 
contemplation, to come,off on the 13tli instant, about a quarter of a mile from this town. 
Under the circumstances stated, and the present excitement arising from party feeling, I 
trust the Inspector- General will have the goodness to direct a large force of constabulary 
to attend here, and assist me in preserving the public peace on the two days adverted to, 
in addition to which, I understand, the local magistrates intend applying for military aid. 

(Signed) J. P. IIill, 1st Sub- Inspector. 

The County Inspector. 

D. 

Report of Mr. W. Beers’s Speech, at a dinner given to him, which was admitted 
by him to bo substantially correct. 

Mr. Beers having thanked them for the high honour conferred upon him by their enter- 
tainment of that evening, said that if consistency to his principles were the cause of it, ho 
did claim that he had been consistent to his principles as an Orangeman; hut he regretted 
that he had not done as much for the cause as his feelings had dictated. Since he had 
enjoyed the honour of being their county master, he had received every support from the 
county officers, and’ without which he could not have got on. They had only lately cele- 
brated the anniversary of the 12th of July; and such an anniversary as it would have been 
only for the little blot, if blot he could call it. No ; it was a treacherous attempt to 
betray innocent Protestants of the district. He had been well aware of the plots which 
had been got up against them, but knew that God was with them. There was nothing 
contemplated by their enemies hut murder and treachery. Only think of one thousand men 
attacking twenty-five ! What could have saved them, only they had God directing them ? 
They had the blessing of many clergy and brethren with them at Dolly’s Brae ; but it was 
no longer Dolly’s Brae, as it had since been christened King William’s Hill. Pie would 
tliem. a piece of a'dvice before he sat down. To those who were married and had 
children he would say, the very moment your little ones are able to lisp, put God’s Holy 
Word into their hands. It should not be locked up from them, as was now getting to bo 
the custom in certain high places, but they should train them up with strong prejudices in 
favour of Orange principles, which would be in the right way, and they need never ho 
ashamed of them. . Those not married lie would recommend before marriage to pick out a 
good Protestant girl. They should not mind the long purses, nor those who were half 
Protestant and half Catholic, but should choose a good Protestant girl ; and with these 
remarks, he concluded by expressing bis embarrassment and deep sense of the high honour 
conferred upon him by the display they had made for his entertainment. 
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E. 

Lord Roden’s Speech to the Orange Party. 

Mv dear Brethren — I am anxious to express how grateful I feel for the spontaneous 
and unsolicited visit to me this day, on the occasion of our glorious anniversary. I feel that 
this is the most gratifying mark of your affection and attachment which you could have 
bestowed upon me and my family. The thousands of loyal men that I see around me — 
the waving banners of fifty lodges— the dense multitude, too great for any voice to 
reach — the magnificent scenery by which we are surrounded — the mountains of Morne 
echoing to your shouts — Slieve Donard, the mistress of them all, looking down upon our 
proceedings — the waters of the Shimna flowing beneath us, carrying the testimony of your 
loyalty to the ocean before us, make it a glorious sight — one in which I wish every loyal 
man could have joined us this day — one which I should delight in thinking that even those 
opposed to us were here to witness. But much as I thankyou for this visit, I feel the honour 
was not so much intended to me personally as to those Protestant principles which I hold, 
and which I have endeavoured to maintain for a period of thirty years’ residence amongst 
you. I have learned, and am convinced, that it is true Protestant principles held up 
and maintained in this land that can alone prove a guarantee for the liberties of all classes 
and denominations of the people. It is the right of private judgment in the study of 
God’s I-Ioly Word which is the chief blessing of any nation which avails itself of it. It is 
for this principle Orangemen contend, and which I trust they will never cease to assert, 
acting under the teaching of God’s Word, which enjoins forbearance and love to all. I 
trust you will even show to those who disapprove of your organization that you are not a 
faction, driven by party violence to commit unlawful acts — that you do not desire to 
infringe on the liberties and happiness of others — hut that you wish to see all denomina- 
tions of your fellow-subjects enjoying the blessings which you seek for yourselves. It is a 
great pleasure to communicate to you on the present occasion the probable arrival of our 
gracious Queen and her royal consort in this country. Oh, that we could see her fairy 
bark now approaching that shore! — that we could see her landing on that beach! 
How these woods would resound with the shouts of your thousand, ten thousand 
welcomes ! — how her eyes would sparkle at such a sight now before me in the assembling 
of that multitude of loyal men, ready to lay down their lives in defence of her crown 
and her rights ! (great cheering and shouting.) Wo have had much to complain of from the 
various parties who have ruled the country for the last twenty years. “ The rowers have 
brought us into deep water.” We have seen heavy blows and great discouragement given 
to Protestantism ; hut still maintain your loyalty. You will never forget, I trust, that your 
motto is unchanged — “ Semper eadeni ” — involving the preservation of your rights, the pro- 
motion of peace, and the welfare of all denominations of our fellow-subjects. I trust you will 
rather take evil than provoke it ; that nothing will induce you, in returning to your homes- 
to-day, to resent even any insult you may receive. May'God bless you and uphold you,, 
keeping you firm in your principles, determined to support the laws of the country, and 
enabling you by “ well-doing to put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.” I shall now 
conclude, asking you, before you go, to join me in three hearty cheers for her gracious 
Majesty and her royal -consort ; and may they have a speedy voyage and happy arrival on 
our shores. 



Copy of Letter from Mr. John Rea, and Affidavit to ground Application for 
adjournment of Investigation. 

Court-house, Castlewellan, 4th August, 1849. 

Sir,— A s attorney acting for the Roman Catholics whose houses were burned, and whose 
relatives were murdered on the 12th of July last in Drumgoole parish, though perfectly 
conscious of the courtesy, patience, and impartiality with which you have conducted this- 
inquiry I beg leave respectfully to protest against the investigation being brought to a 
conclusion this day, and to request its adjournment to Monday the 20th of August 
instant, or any other convenient day thereafter, for the following reasons 

1st That no notice of the time of holding an inquiry, or the nature thereof, was- 
published in The Dublin Gazette, nor any proclamation posted in the neighbourhood, nor 
advertisement inserted in the local newspapers. . , . .. 

2nd. That none of my clients, who are the persons chiefly interested in the result, nor the 
Rev Mr. Morgan, whose chapel was wrecked and fired into, nor any of his assistants, 
received any intimation of a similar character, to enable them to have themselves and their 

parishioners prepared for the inquiry. „ . . ' ,, • , 

3rd. That in consequence of this I was on Monday compelled to enter upon the investi- 
gation without the slightest preparation, to enable me either effectually to cross-examine 
adverse witnesses, or to produce others to support the case which I hope ,to be able to 
establish against the local magistrates and the other persons aiding and forming part of the 
unlawful assembly in furtherance of the object of which the felonies were committed. _ . 

4th That after being occupied in court from ten till five o’clock, for five days, examining 
•witnesses, it is only reasonable I should be allowed an interval during which personally to 
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make arrangements to strengthen the case established against the local magistrates by their 
own testimony, and to implicate others at present unknown or apparently guiltless. 

5th. That from the importance of this inquiry, the frightful character of the outrages, 
and the state of public feeling on the subject, I declare it to be my firm conviction, not 
only as a professional man, but as a member of the community, that for these and other 
reasons, it is necessary to enable me to do my duty to my clients, and to satisfy the public, 
that the very short time requested for preparation should be granted previous to the 
termination of the inquiry. 

I have, &c.. 



To Walter Berwick, esq., Q.C., 
the Commissioner. 



(Signed) John Rea. 



County of Down 1 I, J okn Rea of Belfast, in the county of Antrim, Gentleman Attor- 
to wit. \ ne ^ ! sweaT that the statements of fact and opinion contained in the 

1 ,J foregoing letter arc true and correct, according to the best of my 

knowledge and belief, and that the prayer for adjournment therein contained is made bond 
fide, and not for the purpose of delay. 

John Rea. 

Sworn before mein open court, at Castlewellan, this 4th day of August, 1849. 

Walter Berwick, Commissioner. 



G . — (See map.) 



The Under Secretary to the Lord Chancellor. 

, , T _ , _ , Dublin Castle, 6th October, 1849. 

My Lord, — 1 have the honour to transmit herewith, by desire of the Lord 
Lieutenant, a copy of the Report of an investigation held by Walter Berwick 
esq., Q, C., in pursuance of His Excellency’s instructions, respecting certain 
occurrences which took place on the 12th of July last, in the district of Castle- 
wellan, on the occasion of an Orange procession. 

Having 1 -eail the Report, the minutes of evidence, and documents which 
accompany it, the Lord Lieutenant is of opinion that the conduct of certain mams- 
trates who are specially alluded to therein, viz., the Earl of Roden, Mr. Francis 
C. Beers, and Mr. William Beers, demands his particular notice. 

The procession referred to appears to have consisted of a very numerous body 
considerably exceeding a thousand persons in number, several hundreds of whom 
were armed with guns, some of which were mounted with bayonets ; and so 
armed, they marched in regular array, with drums and banners, along the public 
road, in open day for several miles-from Ballyward Church to Toliymoro Parle 
the seat of Lord Roden— whence they returned, after remaining some time in the 
1 K e i a PP, ears . tlla *> b y previous arrangement and directions from 
their leaders, this body determined to march by a particular line of road on which 
was a pass called Dolly s Brae (the scene of i former party conflict) ; although 
no necessity existed for their going thereby; and in their march the preceding 
year they had avoided doing so. Their forbearance to march through the 
pass on that occasion had, however, been claimed as a triumph by the Catholic 
party, who now expressed them determination to prevent the OrLgemen from 
doing so ; and accordingly, on the morning of the 12th of July, afsemlded 
great numbers and armed on one of the adjacent hills, ostensibly for that purpose 
His Excellency does not think it necessary, in this communication to ; ' 
detail the lamentable occurrences which appear to have resulted from the “I 
of both these parties on that occasion, 

but he has no hesitation in stating that, whether he records (],» l ,P ort ’ 
these armed bodies, or the determLtion of th»e compoS them t* *°‘ 
effect the passage of the disputed road, and the other to oppose Sn ihso ddnl° 

^^oHf^at r the a ^se^bhng^andm^c^n^of r bodies^so ^ 

peace was plainly unlawful ; and the conclusion, in histJgment Ys inevftabk 

^ if ^ 

intrusted to him imperatively requires him to preserve ^ COmmwioa 

ihe three magistrates whose names I have mentioned arnieir to 
ducted themselves on this occasion. ppear to have so coil- 

Mr. William Beers, who is what is called the Trief*;** n i 
Orange Association, appears to have been concerned in the SrlgYmeS oi % ' 
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Orange procession, and its line of march. He ordered that it should proceed by 
the disputed road, and announced that it would do so ; and he also waited on Lord 
Roden to request that the body might be received by him in his demesne, which 
•alter some consideration, his lordship (who states himself to be the Deputy Grand 
Master of the Orangemen of Ireland) agreed to do. 

. Procession having rendezvoused at 'Bally ward Church, were assembled inarms 
m the demesne of Mr. Francis Beers, who is also a member of the Orange body, 
and from thence they proceeded in their line of march. Mr. Francis Beers had, 
meanwhile, been informed by Mr. Fitzmaurice, the stipendiary magistrate, that a 
considerable body of men, apparently armed, were assembling on the hill of 
Magheramayo, near Dolly’s Brae, and he was requested to use his influence to 
prevent the Orange party proceeding through the pass. Mr. Beers stated that 
he had not sufficient influence to effect this — -that no human power could hinder 
them ; and, in fact, no attempt was made to prevent the procession inarching to 
the point of anticipated collision. 

It was then arranged that Messrs. Beers and Fitzmaurice, with the military 
and police, should precede the procession ; and it was hoped that peace would thus 
he preserved. 

The Lord Lieutenant has no doubt that Messrs. Tabuteau and Fitzmaurice, the 
stipendiary magistrates who were present on this occasion, were sincerely anxious 
for the preservation of order, and to prevent the effusion of blood ; but he has 
felt it necessary to communicate to those gentlemen, that he considers they com- 
mitted a serious error in allowing those armed bodies to continue thus unlawfully 
assembled ; and that they should not have rested satisfied with the remonstrances 
addressed to the leaders of the two parties, but have taken more determined steps 
to prevent the unlawful assemblages and marching which took place on that day. 

On the arrival of the Orange procession at Tollymore Park they were received 
by Lord Roden, who, joined by the two Messrs. Beers, proceeded to his house, 
while the procession marched past to a field, where a tent and platform had been 
erected, and refreshment provided for the body by his lordship. Thither Mr. 
Fitzmaurice, the stipendiary magistrate, had also repaired, to represent to Lord 
Roden, on the part of the magistrates who were then assembled on the hill (who 
all agreed that it would be dangerous to allow the Orange party to come back 
by the same road), that an armed Riband party was stationed near Dolly’s Brae ; 
and that if the procession returned by that way a collision was seriously to be 
apprehended. 

Lord lloden in reply stated, that he feared he had not himself sufficient in- 
fluence to effect this object, but that he would speak to the party, and also to Mr. 
William Beers, upon the subject. In the address, however, which he subsequently 
delivered to the Orange body, he abstained from any attempt to dissuade them 
from returning by a route, the passage along which, he had been apprised, would 
be attended with so much risk. 

Mr. William Beers distinctly advised the Orange party to return by Dolly’s 
Brae, although he admits, in his evidence, that it was possible the Orange party 
might have been induced to take his advice, if given, and return home by a different 
way. This determination, unhappily, led to the disastrous consequences detailed 
in the evidence. Mr. Francis Beers had also, in the morn ingy received the 
armed body of Orangemen in his own demesne. After he had been apprised of 
their object, and the danger attending it, he had allowed them to proceed through 
the pass ; and, having himself accompanied them, he must have become aware of 
the danger which existed; yet, on arriving at Lord Roden’s park, he again 
identified himself with the procession ;• and, although forewarned of the chance 
of collision, he used no efforts to prevent the return of the Orange party through 
Dolly’s Brae. 

The Lord Lieutenant cannot but feel, that those who sanctioned this course 
being taken, or who took no steps to prevent it, showed themselves most in- 
different to the preservation of the public peace, which, as magistrates, it was 
their special duty to maintain. 

In a week afterwards, viz., on the 19th of July, a public dinner, which, how- 
ever, had been arranged some time before the 1 2th, was given, by the Orange 
body of the district, to Mr. William Beers. In his speech on that occasion, 
which is .given in the public prints, and referred to by Mr. Berwick, this 
gentleman, who had, previous to the 12th of July, arranged the line of march of 
the Orangemen, and who, on that day, advised them to return by the same road. 
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alluded to the occurrences at Dolly’s Brae, as Mr. Berwick says, “in very unfeel- 
ing terms, expressive of exultation at what had occurred, as a triumph achieved 
tlle O „ over an cmm y deservedly punished”— language which, 

although Mr. William Beers, m Ins examination before Mr. Berwick, declared 
that lie never meant to convey the sentiments attributed to him, but, on the 
contrary felt regret at what had occurred, yet was calculated very much to shake 
ail confidence m the administration of justice by him, and to increase the party 
exasperation which then prevailed. 1 J 

„i„tj UbSeqU< fo !eMe f; wlli . cb bas „ appeared in the public prints, with Mr. Beers’s 
01 he lias uot de “ ied ’ must also mata ' !a11 * 

It was part of his Excellency’s instructions to Mr. Berwick, in reference to 
this inquiry, to “ cause effectual steps to be taken for bringing to justice the 
oc^bn" S Td d tho thls . a#ra y- or concerned in the crimes committed on that 
’ • d the . sessl0 ." al orown solicitor having been employed under his 
ourion i m Fl 'T n ° S °i' 1< l ence "' ll!eh coukl , he hoped, eventuate in the proso- 

TZ-ticimZTn m ?ho , ° Se T. h ° "’ er0 e " Sa f d in tlle actual oommission of, 
S, i ? <• I?’ tb c . utr ages then committed, informations wore accordingly 

tendered before the magistrates at Castlewellan, against some of the parties who 
were known to have appeared in arms on the 12th of July, foi taldn“mJin 

t y ;, Ml ' B . erwick attendcd at ‘Uo petty ^sessions, 
T t P ur P ose of explaining- to the magistrates assembled what appeared to 
m , and appears also to his Excellency, the undoubted law on the subiect of 
aS t * 0S , e th f? the sub J ecfc of theil ' inquiry. It will be seen from 
influmped 1C hv S ri q i 0rt; ‘ “ S 1 at l endarlc<3 on this occasion was, in a great degree 
to fey wL •' « 6 " la S ist ‘-ates at Castlewellan to befeve 

“b eet y Sueh Government as to the law upon this 

j n ich, nowevei, was not the fact, as immediately after the 1 9th T n i, r 

the CaXiiLn 1 ^ •’ ™ s at once transmitted for the information of 

toaSMr • A ^i° r ty °“ ba ma gistrates, it will he seen, deZeJ 

' Hie E\wii i ^ sview °f the law, and informations were accordingly refused 

was aware that hi cldun a “ *? «*»». 1 to 



> j uuu <-iic.uLiia.gmg ciio proceedings of an unlawful 
Ba pe X Z “1 ■“* W V eSS “ tba eoui 

of public 'confidence in the admiuis- 
judicial consideration of pSfedLs thZSfof' cedsbould tak ° P a R in the 
complicity, or otherwise of oert»h,V.!!m ° of "' bl ? b was *° determine the 
be illegal, which he himself had t . n , d . lc ’ c i ln tke acts °f an assembly charged to 
against- the law (if" any bad been ™c° u raged, and in whose offence 

concerned. [ V J be6n eomm >‘tod) he became a party directly 

the conclusLn!"hat a^due re-m-d forX'f ' T L ° rd Ij . icutonant has come to 
district in question, and for “the admi.di P ‘‘f ? r '’ atlon , of tlle P ea <» in the 

Which will bo entitled to publie confiS?Z° n °* J , US - tlC ° therein ’ in a “aimer 
the magistrates whose conduct he S tW l ' c 1 lli, ' es that 
the important functions and duties of°that office ? t°” 1 " 1 ° lou S or discharge 
convey to your lordship his Exoebenl ’ & ; “ d “ th ereforo desired to 
Roden, William Beers and Francis r ^T! reconime . nda tion that the Earl of 

commissions oftho peace which they now boZ eSqUmS ’ be superseded in 

I have the honour to be, &c., 



(Signed) 



T. N. Redington. 
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The Lord Chancellor to the Earl of Roden. 

' Dublin, 6th October, 1849. 

My Lord, I have the honour to enclose to your lordship a copy of a letter 
a diessed to me by command of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, concerning 
certain proceedings which were the subject of an investigation, held at Castle- 
wellan, by Walter Berwick, esq., Q.C. 

I have to express my regret that I am under the necessity of directing, in 
accordance with his Excellency’s recommendation, that the necessary warrants 
be prepared tor superseding your lordship in the commission of the peace for 
the counties of Down and Louth. 

I have the honour to be, my lord, 

Your lordship’s obedient humble servant, 

, , , Mazeere Brady. 

Right Honourable the Earl of Roden. 



The Secretary to the Lord Chancellor to William Beers, esq. 

Secretary’s Office, Court of Chancery, Dublin, 
6th October, 1849. 

Sir, I am desired by the Lord Chancellor to enclose to you herewith a copy 
of a letter addressed to him by command of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
concerning certain proceedings which were the subject of an investigation, held 
at Castlewellan, by Walter Berwick, esq., Q.C. 

The Lord Chancellor further desires me to express his regret that he is under 
the necessity of directing, in accordance with his Excellency’s recommendation, 
that the necessary warrant be prepared for superseding you in the commission 
of the peace for the county of Down. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant. 



William Beers, esq., J.P. 



Francis William Brady. 



The Secretary to the Lord Chancellor to F. C. Beers, esq. 

Secretary’s Office, Court of Chancery, Dublin, 
6th October, 1849. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Lord Chancellor to enclose to you herewith a copy 
of a letter addressed to him by command of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
concerning certain proceedings which were the subject of an investigation, held 
at Castlewellan, by Walter Berwick, esq., Q.C. 

The Lord Chancellor further desires me to express his regret that he is under 
the necessity of directing, in accordance with his Excellency’s recommendation, 
that the necessary warrant be prepared for superseding you in the commission 
of the peace for the county of Down. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Francis William Brady. 

F. C. Beers, esq., J.P. 



G 
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